















Allen's Prospect, by Mr. Prospector ($15,000 LF) Carnivalay, by Northern Dancer ($3,000 LF) 
Citidancer, by Dixieland Band ($12,500 LF) Malibu Moon, by A.P. Indy ($3,000 LF) 

Storm Broker, by Storm Cat ($3,000 LF) Unbridled Jet, by Unbridled ($7,500 LF) 
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Established 1933 • MARYLAND'S OLDEST THOROUGHBRED FARM 
Josh or Michael Pons • P.O. Box 107, Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

(410) 879-1952 • Fax (410) 879-6207 • e-mail: info@countrylifefarm.com 


mmmr Country Life Farm 

STALLIONS AND BREEDING PARTNERSHIPS 

W' 

Empire Maker and Unbridled Jet, both by Unbridled, 

BLEW AWAY THE COMPETITION AT GULFSTREAM. 

YOU CAN'T AFFORD EMPIRE MAKER. 


UNBRIDLED JET won 
his prep for the Gr. I 
Donn Handicap by 12 1/4 
lengths, his final race. A 
pulled suspensory retired 
him to stud at Country 
Life Farm, where he is 
the sire of 70 first-crop 
yearlings of 2003. 
Another 70 foals are 
being born this spring. 

On April 3rd, Country 
Life Farm's best mare, 
Prospective Joy — dam of 
Gr. I winner 
Hookedonthefeelin — 
foaled a fabulously 
correct colt by 
Unbridled Jet. 


Grade II-placed winner of 
$255,364. 

Stud Fee: $7,500 Live Foal 


T he late great 
UNBRIDLED 
stamped his foals in his 
liking, wouldn't you say? 


EMPIRE MAKER won 
the Gr. I Florida Derby 
by 9 3/4 lengths. 


Call for a video of Unbridled Jet. 
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T\vo-Year-01ds In Training 


May 19-20,2003 

10:00 a.m. 


Under Tack Shows • May 15-16 • 10:00 a.m. 

Maryland State Fairgrounds • Timonium, Maryland 



■ ^ Since 1898 

FasigTipton 


Midiantic Office Tel: (410) 392-5555 
356 Fair Hill Drive Fax: (410) 392-5556 
Elkton, MD 21921 www.fasigtipton.com 









JIM MCCUE 



They’re off and running at Pimlico, 
with the Preakness set for May 17. 
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They Respond 


C '\\ 4 m k 

7 n r w * 

Top performance 


Enhanced health 


Improved digestion 



Respond is the frontrunner feed for race horses. Fortified with organic 
zinc and extra B-complex vitamins—including biotin—you’ll see 
improved hoof quality. 

Yeast cultures enhance the activity of fiber digestion bacteria, making it 
easier for horses to digest its protein, minerals and vitamins. 

To get out in front with equine health and performance, choose Respond. 
Available at your Agway Bagged Feeds dealer. 


COMPLETE TEXTURED 
HORSE FEED 


NET WT. 50 LBS. (22.68 kg) 




AGWAY 

® 

Bagged Feeds 






Looking for an Agway Bagged Feeds Dealer? 
Visit agwayfeed.com 














Buddy Gil wins $750,000 
Gr. 1 Santa Anita Derby 
with tremendous show of 
heart and determination 



Buddy Gil's 
third graded 
stakes win in 
as many starts. 
Earnings to 
date: $729,455. 

Next stop: 

Tine 

Kentucky 

Derby! 


Eastern Echo 

Damascus—Wild Applause, by Northern Dancer 

Nationally recognized sire of 2-year-olds 

Sire of G1 SW SWISS YODELER, a top-10 first-crop sire 
NATIONALLY 

Undefeated Grade 1 winner at 2, EASTERN ECHO is the 
successful sire of earners of more than $15 million 

Average earnings $56,189 per runner 

$3,000 live foal; Payable 9/1 

Nominated to Breeders' Cup and Maryland Million 
Inquiries to Don Litz [410] 771-4894, mobile [443] 253-2856 


Shamrock 

Rwis 

ESTABLISHED 1948 


4926 Woodbine Road 
Woodbine, Maryland 21797 
Jim Steele, manager 
[410] 795-0723 
fax [410] 549-1498 
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Garden, by Mr. Pr< 


Brilliant at middle distances 
with tactical speed 

Multiple graded stakes winner of $417,687 


Six triple-digit Beyers as a 4-year-old earned him a ranking among top older males 
in Daily Racing Forms Handicap Division, beyond a mile,along with great names like 
SILVER CHARM, REAL QUIET, VICTORY GALLOP, EVENT OF THE YEAR, 
FREE HOUSE, BEHRENS and OLD TRIESTE. 

JAZZ CLUB was ranked among the top of his own age as well. 


Won first time out as 
a 2-year-old in England. 
Won his first two 
starts in U.S., including 
a mile at Keeneland in 
1:35%. First time on 
the dirt was a wire-to- 
wire performance in 
triple-Beyer time. Won 
his first stakes start, 
the Gr. 3 Creme 
Fraiche H, going away 
by two, scoring a 
114 Beyer. Set a stakes 
record in the Gr. 3 
Ben Ali S, with 
another triple digit 
Beyer. Carrying top 
weight in the $100,000 
R.R.M. Carpenter Jr. 
Memorial S, he won 
by a widening TA 
lengths. He drew clear 
by 4 lengths in the 
Alysheba S. He scored 
a 110 Beyer in the 
Gr. 2 Meadowlands 
Cup H, which he lost 
by a head. 


By Dixieland Band, leading active son of Northern Dancer for the past four years. 

An established sire of sires, his sons have sired seven champions thus far, including sprint 
champion XTRA HEAT. DIXIELAND BAND himself is known for siring sound, typey 
individuals in the Northern Dancer mold. According to photographer Tony Leonard, 
“JAZZ CLUB looks more like Northern Dancer than any horse I have ever shot" 


Bred by Lanes End Farm, JAZZ CLUB is from the blue hen family of *La Troienne. 
His dam Hidden Garden, winner going six furlongs in l:08 4 /s at Santa Anita, produced 
two stakes horses from her first three foals. Her Dixieland Band yearling colt fetched 
$1.6 million at Keeneland in 2002 thanks to JAZZ CLUBs impressive race record. 


VIDEO AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 


$3,500 live foal; payable 9/1 

Property of Lane's End Farm and Maryland Stallion Station 
Nominated to Breeders 7 Cup and Maryland Million 


Shamrock 

Fftms 


ESTABLISHED 1948 


4926 Woodbine Road 
Woodbine, Maryland 21797 
Jim Steele, manager 
[410J 795-0723 
fax [410J 549-1498 


Inquiries to Don Litz [410] 771-4894, mobile [443] 253-2856 



Upcoming 2003 
Maryland Fund Stakes 


Two-Year-Olds 


Oct./Nov. 

Rollicking S 

$60,000-guaranteed 

7 fur. 

December 

Md. Juvenile Championship 

$100,000-guaranteed 

Ws mi. 

Fillies, Two-Years-Old 

Oct/Nov. 

Heavenly Cause S 

$60,000-guaranteed 

7 fur. 

December 

Md. Juvenile Filly Championship 

$100,000-guaranteed 

lYs mi. 

Three-Year-Olds 

October 

Humphrey S. Finney S (T) 

$60,000-guaranteed 

Ws mi. 

November 

Northern Dancer S 

$100,000-guaranteed 

lYs mi. 

Fillies, Three-Years-Old 

June 

Pearl Necklace S (T) 

$60,000-guaranteed 

lYs mi. 

July/Aug. 

TwixtS 

$100,000-guaranteed 

1 Vie mi. 

November 

Politely S 

$60,000-guaranteed 

7 fur. 

Three-Year-Olds and Up 

June 7 

Jennings H 

$100,000-guaranteed 

1 Ys mi. 

July/Aug. 

Find H (T) 

$75,000-guaranteed 

1 Ys mi. 

July/Aug. 

Mister Diz S (T) 

$60,000-guaranteed 

6 fur. 

August 

Taking Risks H 

$50,000-guaranteed 

lYw mi. 

December 

Challedon H 

$60,000-guaranteed 

7 fur. 

Fillies and Mares, Three-Years-Old and Up 

June 

All Brandy S (T) 

$75,000-guaranteed 

1 Ys mi. 

August 

Alma North H 

$50,000-guaranteed 

1 Vie mi. 

Oct/Nov. 

Geisha H 

$100,000-guaranteed 

1 Vie mi. 

December 

Squan Song S 

$50,000-guaranteed 

7 fur. 


DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER YOUR 
MARYLAND-BRED YEARLINGS! 


Deadline May 31, 2003 

Registration fee for foals of 2002—$75 for MHBA members; $175 for non-members due by May 31, 2003 
After May 31—$200 members; $300 non-members 
For forms or information, contact the MHBA office at (410) 252-2100 
or check the website at www.marylandthoroughbred.com 


PURSE PREMIUMS will be offered during the Pimlico spring meeting for registered Maryland- 
breds on selected unrestricted stakes. $25,000 premiums will be offered for the $50,000 ($75,000) 
Henry S. Clark S on May 3, $50,000 ($75,000) Hilltop S on May 10 , $100,000 ($125,000) Sir Barton 
S on May 17, $100,000 ($125,000) Woodlawn S on May 17, $50,000 ($75,000) Ben Cohen S on May 
24 and $50,000 ($75,000) Skipat S on May 31. The stakes schedule is approved through June 7; 
remainder is tentative, pending Maryland Racing Commission approval. For more information, 
contact the Maryland Horse Breeders Association at (410) 252-2100, fax (410) 560-0503 or visit 
MHBA’s new website at www.marylandthoroughbred.com. 



Publisher: Barrie B. Reightler 

breightier@marylandthoroughbred.com 

Editor: Lucy Acton 

lacton@marylandthoroughbred .com 

Research editor: Cindy Deubler 

cdeubler@marylandthoroughbred.com 

Advertising/marketing: Brian Magness 
bmagness@marylandthoroughbred.com 

Copy editor: Carole Rigione 

Circulation: Anne Warner 

awarner@marylandthoroughbred .com 
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Timonium, Md. 21094. 
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Statistical Review (March issue), plus $2 postage 
and handling. Maryland residents add 5% sales tax. 


Mid-AtlanticThoroughbred is mailed to paid 
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seven-state region; and to active members of those 
breeder associations which comprise the 
Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred Council: 
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Second-leading active sire in 
Maryland by percent of 
lifetime winners from starters 



Tied with Allen’s Prospect, 

Root Boy boasts an amazing 
82% winners from starters and 
$39,420 average earnings per starter. 

Maryland’s best kept secret at 
$1,000 live foal 

Payable when foal stands and nurses 
Nominated to Maryland Million 



Mr. and Mrs. E. Allen Murray Jr. 
1334 Stafford Road 
Darlington, Maryland 21034 
410.836.3491 
fax 410.836.3489 

e-mail: murmurfarm@erols.com 
website: murmurfarm.com 



Calendar 


MID-ATLANTIC TRACKS 

Charles Town 

P.O. Box 551, Charles Town, 
WVa. 25414. (304) 725-7001; 
(800) 795-7001. Racing 
Secretary: Jim Hammond. 
Racing dates: Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. 

Colonial Downs 

P.O. Box 228, New Kent, Va. 
23214. (800) 638-1859; (877) 482- 
7223. Racing Secretary: Clayton 
Beck. Racing dates: June 13 to 
July 22. 

Delaware Park 

777 Delaware Park Blvd., 
Wilmington, Del. 19804. (302) 
994-2521; (800) 417-5687 
(outside Del.); fax (302) 998- 
1216. Racing Secretary: Sam 
Abbey. Racing dates: April 26 
to Nov 9. 


Laurel Park 

P.O. Box 130, Laurel, Md. 

20725. (301) 725-0400; (800) 
638-1859. Racing Secretary: 
Georganne Hale. Racing dates: 
July 24 to Aug. 22; Oct. 7 to 
Dec. 31. 

Monmouth Park 

P.O. Box MP, Oceanport, N.J. 
07757. (908) 222-5100; (800) 
822-9756; Pa., N.Y. & Md.: (800) 
631-2103. Racing Secretary: 

Mike Dempsey. Racing dates: 
May 24 to Sept. 28. 

Penn National 

P.O. Box 32, Grantville, Pa. 
17028. (717) 469-2211; (800) 
233-8238. Racing Secretary: Paul 
N. Jenkins. Racing dates: Jan. 2 
to Dec. 31. 

Philadelphia Park 

P.O. Box 1000, Bensalem, Pa. 
19020-2096. (215) 639-9000; 


(800) 523-6886. Racing 
Secretary: Sal Sinatra. 

Racing dates: Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. 

Pimlico 

5200 Park Heights Avenue, 
Baltimore, Md. 21215. (410) 
542-9400; (800) 638-3811. 
Racing Secretary: Georganne 
Hale. Racing dates: April 2 to 
June 8; Sept. 3 to Oct. 4. 

OTHER TRACKS 

Arlington International— 

May 9 to Sept. 27 
Bay Meadows —April 2 to 
June 15 

Belmont Park —May 7 to July 20 
Calder Race Course —April 26 
to Dec. 31 

Churchill Downs —April 26 to 
July 6 

Finger Lakes —April 12 to 
Nov. 29 

Hollywood Park —April 23 to 
July 20 

Lone Star Park —April 3 to 
July 13 

Louisiana Downs —June 27 to 
Nov. 9 

Mountaineer Park —Jan. 1 to 
Dec. 31 

Saratoga —July 23 to Sept. 1 
Suffolk Downs —Jan. 1 to June 7 
Thistledown —March 15 to 
Dec. 15 

Woodbine —March 22 to 
Nov. 30 

MID-ATLANTIC AUCTIONS 

Two-Year-Olds in Training, 

Fasig-Tipton Midlantic, 
Timonium Sales Pavilion, 
Timonium, Md. (410) 392- 
5555 or 252-5860. May 19,20. 
Horses of Racing Age, Fasig- 
Tipton Midlantic, Timonium 
Sales Pavilion, Timonium, Md. 
(410) 392-5555 or 252-5860. 
July 8. 

Eastern Fall Yearlings, Fasig- 
Tipton Midlantic, Timonium 
Sales Pavilion, Timonium, Md. 
(410) 392-5555 or 252-5860. 
Sept. 29-Oct. 1. 

December Mixed, Fasig- 
Tipton Midlantic, Timonium 
Sales Pavilion, Timonium, Md. 
(410) 392-5555 or 252-5860. 
Dec 7-9. 

OUT-OF-STATE AUCTIONS 

June Two-Year-Olds and 
Horses of Racing Age, 

Ocala Breeders’ Sales Co., 


Ocala, Fla. (352) 237-2154. 
June 17,18. 

Selected Yearlings, Fasig- 
Tipton Kentucky, Lexington, 
Ky. (859) 255-1555. July 16,17. 

Saratoga Selected Yearlings, 
Fasig-Tipton New York, 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. (516) 
328-1800. Aug. 5-7. 

Stallion Access Selected 
Seasons & Shares, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y (859) 255-1555. 
Aug. 8. 

New York-Bred Yearlings, 

Fasig-Tipton New York, 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. (516) 
328-1800. Aug. 10,11. 

Selected Yearlings, Ocala 
Breeders’ Sales Co., Ocala, 

Fla. (352) 237-2154. Aug. 18. 

Open Yearlings, Ocala 
Breeders’ Sales Co., Ocala, Fla. 
(352) 237-2154. Aug. 19-22. 

Summer Yearlings, Fasig- 
Tipton Texas, Lone Star Park, 
Grand Prairie, Tex. (516) 328- 
1800. Aug. 25,26. 

September Yearlings, Keene- 
land, Lexington, Ky. (800) 
456-3412. Sept. 8-19. 

Fall Mixed, Ocala Breeders’ 
Sales Co., Ocala, Fla. (352) 
237-2154. Oct. 13-17. 

Fall Yearlings, Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky, Lexington, Ky. 

(859) 255-1555. Oct. 20,21. 

Horses of Racing Age, Fasig- 
Tipton New York, Elmont, 
N.Y (516) 328-1800. Oct. 28. 

Selected Fall Mixed, Fasig- 
Tipton Kentucky, Lexington, 
Ky. (859) 255-1555. Nov 2. 

November Breeding Stock, 
Keeneland, Lexington, Ky. 
(800) 456-3412. Nov. 2-14. 

Adena Springs Mixed, Fasig- 
Tipton Kentucky, Lexington, 
Ky. (859) 255-1555. Nov. 5, 6. 

Stallion Access Selected 
Seasons & Shares, Lexington, 
Ky. (859) 255-1555. Nov 7. 

NSA SPRING MEETS 

For more information, contact the 
National Steeplechase Association 
( 410 ) 392 - 0700 . 

Iroquois, Nashville, Tenn. 

May 10. 

Willowdale, Kennett Square, 

Pa. May 11. 

Pimlico, Baltimore, Md. May 
16. 

Radnor, Malvern, Pa. May 17. 

High Hope, Lexington, Ky. 
May 18. 



New Owners 
Seminar 

Sponsored by T0BA and 
Maryland Horse Breeders Association 

Friday, May 16 
at Pimlico 

(Black-Eyed Susan and Pimlico Special Day) 

Starts at 8 a.m. 
includes 

lunch and a day at the races 

For more information, 
contact Rebecca at 859-276-2291 
Cost: $50 T0BA members; $75 non-members 
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• West Nile virus infected over 14,000 horses in 2002 - 


Up to 1/3 of these cases proved fatal. 


• West Nile virus is transmitted by mosquitoes. 

• A vaccine is available from your veterinarian. 


West Nile virus vaccine is proven safe, and has been shown 
in challenge studies to demonstrate significant protection 
against viremia (95% of preventable fraction).* 



• Don’t wait for mosquito season - 

Your vaccination series for West Nile virus 
should be completed at least one month before 
potential exposure. 


* Data on file with USDA. 

Presented at “01E (Office International des Epizooties) 
List A and Emerging Animal Diseases”. 


One company,: One step ahead. 





BONUS 

Maryland-bred 

$ 5,000 Bonus 

To the owners of 
registered 
Maryland-breds 
who win a 
Maiden 
Special Weight 
race at the 2003 
Pimlico spring meet. 

Contact the 

Maryland Horse Breeders 
Association 
for further information 

(410) 252-2100 


Calendar 


Fair Hill, Fair Hill, Md. May 26. 
Belmont Park, Elmont, N.Y. 
June 5. 


ASSOCIATION EVENTS 

Pennsylvania Horse Breeders 
Association Annual 
Meeting, Kennett Square, Pa. 
(610) 444-1050. May 14. 

Pennsylvania Horse Breeders 
Association Iroquois 
Awards Banquet, Hotel 
Hershey, Hershey, Pa. (610) 
444-1050. May 29. 

Maryland Horse Breeders 
Association Annual 
Yearling Show, Timonium 
Fairgrounds, Timonium, Md. 
(410) 252-2100. June 29. 


REGIONAL RACE DAYS 

A Day at the Races, North 
Carolina Thoroughbred 
Association and North 
Carolina Horse Council, 
Colonial Downs, New Kent, 
Va. (800) 957-3490. July 19. 


Pennsylvania’s Day at the 
Races, Philadelphia Park, 
Bensalem, Pa. (610) 444-1050. 
Aug. 30. 

Maryland Million, Laurel Park, 
Laurel, Md. (410)252-2100. 
Oct. 11. 

SPRING P0INT-T0-P0INTS 

Bedford County, Forest, Va. 
May 10. 

Potomac, Potomac, Md. May 18. 

North American Point-to- 
Point Championship, 

Leesburg, Va. May 24. 

SEMINARS AND COURSES 

New Owners Seminar, TOBA 
and MHBA, Pimlico Race 
Course, Baltimore, Md. (859) 
276-2291. May 16. 

Equine Forage Management 
Thoroughbred International 
Exposition and Conference, 
Lexington, Ky. (502) 896-0436. 
June 20-22. 


Fourth Annual 


PUBLIC AUCTION 



Sunday, May 18, 2003 

1 p.m. 

(Preview at 11 a.m.) 

Timonium Racetrack Grandstand 

Timonium, Maryland 21093 

Original oil paintings from the collection of John D. Schapiro 
and Laurel Race Course, including works by artists R.S. Reeves, 
H. Stull, J. Skeaping, A. Alonso, J. Bowman, J.G. Mitchell, 

H. Watrigant, and more. Limited-edition artist proofs; large 
selection of prints, including Munnings; sporting horse art; 
original win photos, including several of Nashua; KY Derby 
programs 1930’s-present; Triple Crown glasses; racing 
programs, local and international; autographs; badges; books; 
folk art; much more. 

LISTING AVAILABLE 5/10/03 

10% buyers premium 5% MD sales tax 

Frank B. Russo Jr. Auctioneers Inc. 

P.O. Box 348, Stevenson, MD 21153 
410-592-3111 • fax 410-833-8233 
Still accepting quality consignments 

For preview or condition report of Schapiro/Laurel Race Course 
artwork , contact Michael Finney at 410-472-1000 
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The Reigle Heir Stallions 



PATTON 

Leading PA sire, 2003. 

Lord at War - Slew Me Down. 

$2,500 - Live Foal • $2,000 for PA mares. 




CALLER I.D. 


Now with 25 stakes horses. 
Phone Trick - Plagiarizing 

$3,000 - Live Foal • $2,500 for PA mares. 



Leading 2nd-year sire in PA, 2002. 
Mr. Prospector - Comical Cat 

$2,000 - Live Foal • $1,500 for PA mares. 



ROANOKE 

Annually among leading PA sires. 
Pleasant Colony - Last Bird 

$2,500 - Live Foal • $2,000 for PA mares. 


Graded New York stakes horse. 
Skywalker - Regal Heart 

$1,500 - Live Foal • $1,000 for PA mares. 


REIGLE 

HEIR 

FARMS 

THOMAS REIGLE 
5 BULL LROG ROAD 
RD.l, BOX 7540 
GRANTVILLE, PA 17028 
PHONE (717) 469-2300 










































Willowdale Steeplechase 


Events for 2003 

The Willowdale Point-to-Point—March 22nd 

• Gates open 11 am 

• Jack Russell Races 11:15 

• Pony Races Noon 

• DVA Sanctioned Races start at 1:30 

New this Year: 

• Reserved Hill Side Parking 

• The MidAtlantic Farm Credit Warming Hut * 
"Warm Tent, Warm Food, Warm Hospitality" 


The Willowdale Steeplechase 

Water Jump Ball and Auction—May 10th 

The Willowdale Steeplechase—May 11th 

•Gates open 10am 

• Jack Russell Races—11:00 

• Pony Races—Noon 

• NSA Sanctioned Races—2 pm 

•The Paddock Pavilion Luncheon Tent* 

• Reserved Parking 

Brandywine Polo 

Sunday afternoons, June through September 

Beneficiaries: 

Quest Therapeutic Services, Chester County Futures 

Call office for information regarding Admission, 
Reserved Parking and *Luncheon tickets. 

The Willowdale Steeplechase 
101 East Street Road 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 
610-444-1582 
www. wi 11 owd a I e.o rg 



Letters to 
the editor 


RECALLING 
CL0CKERS OF 
YESTERYEAR 

It was with great pleasure, nos¬ 
talgia and enjoyment that I read 
Sean Clancy’s article on dockers 
(“Race track dockers aren’t what 
they used to be”) in the March 
issue of Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred. 

The ghosts of the past— 
those men almost mysterious in 
their clothes, their manner and 
above all else their eyes—are still 
alive in my memory. 

I recall Frank Robinson with 
his sidekick Beatrice seated 
attentively in a chair next to him 
—no words spoken, just times 
and horses, clocks in both hands. 

And I’ve heard many tales of 
those hard-bitten New York 
dockers “Blue” and “Apples.” 

Thank you. It is such a pleas¬ 
ure to read your magazine. 

Lems Ruttenberg 
Baltimore , Md. 


HOPE FOR 
HORSES 
WITH FOOT 
INFECTIONS 

Puncture wounds and abscesses 
can turn into ugly nightmares if 
not treated promptly and prop¬ 
erly. But there is hope for some. 

The grim news was relayed to 
me in November that my Thor¬ 
oughbred had an abscess with an 
infection in the navicular bursa. 
Infections in this area usually 
prove fatal to horses. The street 
nail procedure was performed 
and die ritual of soaking, pack¬ 
ing and wrapping begun. Anti¬ 
biotics did not eliminate the 
s welling/infe ction. 

Research on navicular bursa 
infection has been conducted at 
the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison School of Veterinary 


Medicine. Dr. Elizabeth Santschi, 
a surgeon at UW-Madison’s Vet¬ 
erinary Medical Teaching Hos¬ 
pital, has developed a method 
for getting antibiotics right into 
the infected area. Her intravenous 
digital perfusion technique, 
which involves injecting antibi¬ 
otics into the patient’s blood¬ 
stream—directly at the source of 
the sepsis, or infection—is done 
under general anesthesia. 

She has used it successfully in 
equine foot infections ranging 
from the third phalanx, navicular 
bone and bursa, laminae, joints, 
and tendon sheaths. In foals, all 
foot infections are responsive. 
“Since I started this, I have never 
had a septic navicular bone or 
bursa not resolve,” Dr. Santschi 
says. “The problem is, we get 
them after significant damage 
has occurred, and that cannot be 
reversed.” 

Two veterinarians told me 
there was only a 25 percent sur¬ 
vival prognosis and one veteri¬ 
narian explained if this was the 
Civil War we would amputate the 
leg. 

Dr. Keith Berkeley, from Val¬ 
ley Equine Associates in Ranson, 
WVa., agreed to perform the 
intravenous digital perfusions on 
my horse. After six treatments, 
Paddy is four-legged and can run 
and buck. 

Farrier Jim Brady has per¬ 
formed his magic as well, with a 
specially designed reverse shoe 
with a wedge. The objective of 
this type of shoeing is to take 
stress off the tendon and relieve 
the stress on the navicular bone 
where damage has been done. 

My purpose in writing this 
letter is to make other owners 
aware: Horses with this type of 
foot infection do have an option 
to being put down. . . treat them 
immediately and precisely. One 
further note and a very impor¬ 
tant one: Talk about the cost up 
front 

Judy Lowe 
Summit Point, W.Va. 
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69th ANNUAL 



Thoroughbred Yearling Show 

Sunday, June 29 at 10 a.m. 

Horse Show Ring, Maryland State Fairgrounds, Timonium 
Entries close May 30th - $25 per horse 

Call the MHBA office at 410/252-2100 or 
visit www.marylandthoroughbred.com for forms and information 


Yearling Show Purse awards total $40,000. 

There are two opportunities to win purse awards with the 
yearling you show in 2003. A $40,000 MHBA Yearling Show 
purse will be split and distributed twice: $20,000 will go to 
the top four money-winners racing as 2-year-olds in 2004 and 
another $20,000 will be awarded the following year to the 
four highest-earning 3-year-old performers. 

Six classes. Two classes for Maryland-sired colts and geldings, to 
be split evenly by date of birth after entries are closed; two classes 
for Maryland-sired fillies, to be split evenly by date of birth after 
entries are closed; out-of-state-sired colts and geldings; out-of-state- 
si red fill ies. 

Cash awards. $1,000 in CASH AWARDS to ribbon winners in 
each class plus $1,000 for grand champion, $500 for reserve 
champion. Trophies and ribbons in each class. Award of $100 to 
the groom of the best turned-out yearling in each class. All entries 
must be eligible for Maryland-bred registration. 

Maryland Million cash awards. The Maryland Million nominee 
earning the highest ribbon in each class will receive $500. 

Get of sire award. $1,000 to the sire whose offspring earn 
the most points. 

SPECIAL SEMINAR—"Introduction to the Yearling Show" — visit the website for details 
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NEW JERSEY 
RACING COMMISSION 
RESTRUCTURED 


T he New Jersey Racing Com¬ 
mission is undergoing 
restructuring as a result of 
legislation signed into law on 
March 25 by Governor James 
McGreevey. 

The new commission will 
consist of nine members, two 
nominated by the New Jersey 
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s 
Association and two by the New 
Jersey Standardbred Breeders’ 
and Owners’ Association. Nomi¬ 
nees within each group must be 
from different political parties. 

Commissioners will serve 
six-year terms, and cannot be a 


New Jersey breeder nor hold a 
license to train or race in the 
state. However, commissioners 
will be permitted to race, train 
and breed in other racing states. 
The governor will designate the 
chairman. Previously, the chair¬ 
man has been elected by the 
commission. 

Senate approval will be 
required for all prospective com¬ 
missioners. 

Gov. McGreevey will also 
establish a task force to study the 
issues affecting horse racing in 
the state. 


D elaware Park takes a favor¬ 
able view on legalization of 
sports betting, which is 
currently under review by a state 


legislative committee. Legaliza¬ 
tion would allow customers to 
wager on amateur, collegiate and 
professional sporting events. 

“It’s the committee’s deci¬ 
sion,” said Delaware Park presi¬ 
dent Bill Fasy. “But it would def¬ 
initely enhance our business. It 
would improve our position as a 
multi-faceted destination site.” 

Sports betting is being con¬ 
sidered as a means of stemming 
the prospective loss of slots rev¬ 
enue from neighboring states 
that are poised to legalize slot 
machines. 

Delaware is one of four 
states grandfathered out of a 
1992 federal prohibition against 
sports betting, along with 
Nevada, Oregon and Montana. 


DELAWARE MAINTAINS 
SMOKING BAN 


D elaware’s House of Repre¬ 
sentatives on March 18 
narrowly approved changes 
to the state’s indoor smoking 
ban to allow exemptions for 
race tracks, casinos, nursing 
homes and bars that don’t 
serve food. 

However, the measure died 
in the Senate. The bill had been 
expected to face a stiff chal¬ 


lenge from Governor Ruth 
Ann Minner, who has indicat¬ 
ed she opposes any changes to 
the smoking ban. 

Smoking is banned in all 
Delaware public places. The 
ban has negatively affected the 
slots business at Delaware 
Park, and many other venues 
within the state. 


DICKINSON 
HONORED AS ONE OF 
CHELTENHAM’S FINEST 


S ometimes, in 20 years you will know the difference. Michael 
Dickinson went home to celebrate the 20th anniversary of 
his greatest day in British steeplechasing, the day he saddled 
the first five finishers in the Cheltenham Gold Cup. 

Now based in Maryland, Dickinson was one of the guests of 
honor over the three-day festival, March 11 to 13. 

Dickinson was part of a “Cheltenham’s Finest” lineup that 
was aimed at giving the Queen a refresher on what had been going 
on at the country’s greatest ’chasing venue since she was last 
there—1951. 

Dickinson and the Queen had a moment to speak about rac¬ 
ing and Dickinson told the Queen he hoped she would have a 
Derby winner, her stable having won all the other (English) clas¬ 
sics. She said it was unlikely in the near future, her breeding oper¬ 
ation having this year produced 11 fillies from 12 mares. 

“It was terrific that Michael could be with us on the 20th 
anniversary of his unbelievable achievement,” said Cheltenham 
managing director Edward Gillespie. “And it was most appropri¬ 
ate that he could be presented to the Queen. I hope both will 
return as frequently as possible.” /Sean Clancy 


DELAWARE PARK 
SUPPORTS SPORTS 
BETTING 



PORTER 

HORSE TRANSPORTATION 

Farm and Race Track Service 
Local and Long Distance Hauling 
Over 20 Years Commercial Experience 
Licensed ICC Carrier 
Visa and MC Accepted 

Now featuring seven full-time trucks 
for your convenience. 


TIM PORTER 
Owner/ Operator 


Westminster, MD 
(410) 876-9130 
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AMERICAN HORSE 
COUNCIL’S 2003 HORSE 
INDUSTRY DIRECTORY 


A merican Horse Council’s 
2003 Horse Industry Directory 
is now available for pur¬ 
chase. It includes national and 
international contacts for a wide 
variety of purposes, along with 
statistical information. 


The directory is available for 
$20 per copy. To order, visit the 
AHC website at www.horse- 
council.org, or call (202) 296- 
4031. 


NEW THOROUGHBRED 
OWNERS HANDBOOK 


T he New Thoroughbred Owners 
Handbook , a recently released 
publication of the Thor¬ 
oughbred Owners and Breeders 
Association, is designed to help 
the newcomer make wise busi¬ 
ness decisions and increase 
enjoyment in the sport. 


Practical information includes 
state-by-state figures on owner 
and breeder incentives and purse 
structures. To order a copy visit 
www.exclusivelyequine.com or 
call (800) 582-5604. 


People who know you 
know it’s part of who you are. 

And what you do. 

You didn’t realize that you were looking for it 
in your financial consulting partner. 

But you recognized it immediately. 


/ 


A financial consulting partner who understands the Thoroughbred industry—as well as your desire to succeed 
within it—is the core of who we are at Naden/Lean. For nearly five decades, racing and breeding 
professionals have counted on Naden/Lean for superior service and unparalleled responsiveness to their needs. 

We’re passionate about what we can do for you—and all that you desire to do. 

•Tax planning and consulting 

• Tax preparation 

•Tax benefits and consequences of conservation easements 

• Depreciation rules unique to the Thoroughbred industry 

• Stud fee tax implications 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND BUSINESS CONSULTANTS. 

Contact: Mark King, CPA 410-453-5500 

Timonium One, Suite 405 800-772-1065 

1966 Greenspring Drive mking@nlgroup.com 

Timonium, MD 21093 www.nlgroup.com 


Naden/Lean, LLG 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES COMPANY OF CERTIFIED 


L 


Passion. 
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IN MEMORIAM 



EMANCIPATOR 

FORTY NINER—CONTREDANCE, BY DANZIG 


Thank you (or supporting 
West Virginia's rising new star! 

Now accepting nominations for 2004 
John F. Jones 540.722.0800 


JILL FANNING 

Joy (Jill) Landreth Fanning, a 
long-prominent Pennsylvania 
horsewoman, died March 23 at 
age 75. 

Mrs. Fanning and her hus¬ 
band P.F.N. (Phil) Fanning bred 
and raised horses at their Ivy 
Dell Stud near Unionville, Pa., 
and served as mentors to her 
mother and stepfather, the late 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Miles Valentine, 
who bred and raced many top- 
caliber performers, both on the 
flat and over jumps. 

Cancottage (GB), trained by 
Mrs. Fanning and ridden prima¬ 
rily by her daughter Joy Slater, 
carried Mrs. Valentine’s colors to 
victory in three runnings of the 
Maryland Hunt Cup (1980, ’81 
and ’83), thus retiring the chal¬ 
lenge cup. 

Mrs. Fanning also bred Mary¬ 
land Hunt Cup winners Bewley’s 


Hill (1984) and Freeman’s Hill 
(1988), the latter of whom she 
trained. Full brothers, the two 
were sired by Mrs. Valentine’s 
home stallion *Mystic II. 

Horses bred, owned and/or 
trained by Mrs. Fanning account¬ 
ed for numerous other steeple¬ 
chase events, including seven 
victories in the New Jersey Hunt 
Cup and three in the Pennsyl¬ 
vania Hunt Cup. 

Mrs. Fanning also cam¬ 
paigned a successful racing stable 
overseas, with trainers Michael 
Morris and A.S. O’Brien. Land¬ 
mark achievements included a 
victory by Morris’s trainee Trap¬ 
per John in the Waterford Crystal 
Stayers Hurdle at Cheltenham. 

Mrs. Fanning served as 
Master of the Essex Foxhounds 
near Peapack, N.J., from 1954 to 
1975. 



POK TA POK 

■ FULL POCKET—TIY, by NALEES MAN 


Half-brother to two stakes 
winners, from the family 

of RUFFIAN and 
FUSAICHI PEGASUS. 


Sire of Jazzer Queen 
E ($96,928), No More Games 
($78,282), Muttface Alison 
($42,735) and 16 other 
winners from 35 starters. 


2003 Stud Fee: $1,000 LFG 

Nom. to the Breeders" Cup 
and reg. PA stallion. 


GREENWICH HOLLOW FARM 

KUTZT0WN, PA FRED ZIEGLER 

610-683-5452 


Multiple graded stakes 
winner of $339,463 
(G2 Bold Ruler S, 
G3 Roseben H, etc.). 


POK TA POK winning the 
G3 Roseben H at Belmont Park 


<Buy an Jig Tag! 

Support education about 
Maryland's agricufture industry 





Ag Tags are available at your local MVA office 
For more information, call 410-939-9030 
or visit www.maefonline.com 


J4g Tag safes hefpfutid 
these programs of the 
( M ary (andJigricufturaf 
1 Education 1 Foundation: 

- Mobie Ag Science Labs 

- Teacher Workshops 

- Curriculum Development 

- Educational Resources 

- K-12 Educational Programs 

- Maryland FFA 

- Teaching Excelence Awards 

- Teacher Mini-Grant Program 

- Maryland Agriculture Showcase 

- Maryland Agriculture Video 
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P^XCld fexViMA, ^£>£8,0 £¥ 

Winner of three of four starts at two, including winning the Cradle 
S. (defeating MIGHTY) and Hawthorne Juvenile S. and placing in 
the Kentucky Cup Juvenile S. (G3). At three he placed in the Round 
Table S. (G3) and ran fourth in the Bluegrass S. (Gl). DEPUTY 
WARLOCK contended respectfully in the 2000 Kentucky Derby 
(Gl), defeating TRIPPI, EXCHANGE RATE, HIGH YIELD, 
and Champion ANEES. 


Fee: $2,500 

(Due when foal stands and 
nurses) 

First foals arrive in 2003. 



STORM CAT 

Half brother to the exceptional sire SRI PEKAN (G2), sire 
of 23 stakes horses, nine in 2002, including Champion BLU 
AIR FORCE (Ire) ($390,573), Grade 2 winner DORA 
CARRINGTON, and Graded stakes winners HOH 
.DEAR (Ire) ($148,088) and BUFFALO BERRY 
(Ire) ($144,075). Also a half brother to multi¬ 
ple Group winner DAYLIGHT IN DUBAI 
' and Graded-placed DUSTY’S 
COMMAND. First dam is stakes-placed, 
second dam is by 1956 Kentucky Derby 
^(Gl) winner NEEDLES. 

Fee: $1,500 


7% b+MUhtj ,NORTHERN IDOL 


UNLIMITED SKY is out of Graded stakes winner LA 
SOUFRIERE ($306,625), a full sister to Graded stakes 
winner and sire EXPLOSIVE BID ($488,147) and half sis¬ 
ter to Grade 1 -placed SEATTLE SMOOTH ($246,470). 
UNLIMITED SKY is a half brother to Graded stakes horses 
WELL SELECTED ($114,976) and Explosive Dancer 
($383,570). 


Fee: $1,250 (Due when foal stands and nurses) 



DEPUTY WARLOCK 

Silver Deputy-Date Stone, by Forty Niner 


/ 



GODOLPHIN CAT 

Storm Cat-Lady Godolphin, by Son Ange 



-jay Farm 


Tom Swales 
P.O. Box 2270 
Edison, NJ 08818 

(732) 906-1155 • FAX (732) 906-1215 
tomswales@aol.com • www.tnjfarm.com 
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UNLIMITED SKY 

Northrop-La Soufriere, by Explodent 




EDITORIAL by Tom Bowman, MHBA president 



Maryland politics: 
Of the people, 
for the people, 
by... a couple 
of guys 


I t came quickly. On April 2 at 
2 o’clock, a 16 to five vote 
against Senate Bill 322 by the 
Ways and Means Committee of 
the Maryland House of Dele¬ 
gates decisively eliminated the 
possibility of legalized slot 
machines in Maryland for the 
coming year. This marked an 
end to one of the most hotly 
contested, publicly debated, 
politically charged struggles in 
the history of Maryland politics. 

In one corner stood newly 
elected Republican Governor 
Robert Ehrlich. Gov. Ehrlich 
had run his campaign on a plat¬ 
form that emphasized using rev¬ 
enue from legalized slot 
machines as a major source of 
funding the ever-increasing 
budget deficit. Armed with pub¬ 
lic opinion polls that over¬ 


whelmingly supported legalized 
slots as opposed to increasing 
taxes, the governor’s plan of slot 
facilities only at the race tracks 
held promise for all of us in the 
Maryland horse industry. 

In the other corner stood 
newly elected Speaker of the 
House, Michael Busch, a friend 
of the new governor, but per¬ 
sonally opposed to the concept 
of increased legalized gambling 
in the state of Maryland. Mr. 
Busch believed that relying on 
revenue from gambling was not 
a sound approach to answering 
any of Maryland’s fiscal woes. As 
far as Maryland’s racing prob¬ 
lems were concerned, they 
would not be cured by expanded 
gaming. The race tracks needed 
to improve their game, increase 
their appeal to the public. . . 


“how about nighttime racing?” 
In Mr. Busch’s opinion legalizing 
slot machines was bad public 
policy; it would hurt the citizens 
and destroy communities. 

In the middle stood Senate 
president Mike Miller. Mr. Miller 
recognized the enormous poten¬ 
tial financial gains that legalized 
slot machines offered the state 
of Maryland. And, why not keep 
the machines at the race tracks? 
The new construction, the new 
jobs, rejuvenating the racing 
industry would prove to be of 
huge benefit to the local com¬ 
munities. If slots were not the 
entire answer to Maryland’s 
budget woes, maybe a compro¬ 
mise involving cuts in spending, 
legalizing slots and moderate tax 
increases would best serve all of 
Maryland’s citizens. 

Surely reasonable, responsi¬ 
ble public servants could come 
up with a plan. Certainly politics 
and personalities would not be 
allowed to cast aside civic 
responsibility. After all, this is a 
democracy, and in a democracy 
the will of the people shall be 
served. Right? 

Well, the governor’s initial 
plan (bill) was hastily conceived 
and poorly constructed. One of 
the authors of the plan candidly 
admitted that the advisory infor¬ 
mation that had been requested 
by the governor from the horse 
industry had not even been 
reviewed. Faced with tremen¬ 
dous objections from numerous 
sources both within and without 
the horse industry, the gover¬ 
nor’s staff agreed to rethink and 
reshape the bill into a more 
acceptable plan. Despite consid¬ 
erable effort on the part of the 
new administration, a second 
version of the governor’s bill 
was met with almost as much 
public outcry as the first. 

The Senate, under the guid¬ 
ance of president Miller, opted 
to discard the governor’s plan 
and start from scratch. The 
Senate version, Senate Bill 322, 
outlined a bare-bones, no-non¬ 
sense attempt to maximize the 
funding for education, address 
community concerns and, at 
least marginally, provide for all 
aspects of the horse racing 


industry. Common sense seemed 
to prevail. 

When Senate Bill 322 was 
sent to the House of Delegates 
it was with much hope and antic¬ 
ipation. Surely Mr. Busch would 
find a way to compromise with 
his friend Gov. Ehrlich and 
come up with a plan that would 
best serve the will of the people. 
But Senate Bill 322 was never 
allowed to get out of committee. 
It was never discussed or voted 
on by the full House of Dele¬ 
gates. It was truly dead on arrival 
when it was received by the 
House from the Senate. Mr. 
Busch had very effectively killed 
Senate Bill 322 and by doing so 
dealt Maryland’s horse industry a 
crushing blow More important¬ 
ly, he has allowed hundreds of 
millions of dollars of potential 
revenue for the state of 
Maryland to continue to flow to 
Delaware and West Virginia. At 
least for another year. 

Gov. Ehrlich had indicated 
that he will never again initiate 
legislation that includes slot 
machines. Speaker Busch has 
indicated that if slot machines 
are to be a part of Maryland’s 
future, they should be located in 
“destination” areas such as the 
Inner Harbor and the proposed 
National Harbor. Although he 
did not include Ocean City and 
Rocky Gap in his statement, they 
certainly fit the mold of “desti¬ 
nation” sites as well. 

So, after five months of 
monumental struggling with the 
issue of legalizing slot machines 
in Maryland. . . Who wins?. . . 
Who loses? 

Gov. Ehrlich loses, Maryland 
loses, Maryland horse racing 
loses, education loses and local 
communities lose. 

West Virginia wins, Delaware 
wins, West Virginia racing wins, 
Delaware racing wins, Pennsyl¬ 
vania horse breeding wins and 
Speaker Busch wins. . . at least 
for now. 

And, what was this struggle 
REALLY all about? Was it about 
fiscal responsibility or education 
or the will of the people? Or, 
was it about Maryland politics. .. 
and a couple of guys? # 
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NEVER OUT-RUN IN ANY OF HIS RACES 

Won or placed in 15 of 1 7 starts (12 stakes) with 10 wire-to-wire official first place finishes 

FIRST BEYERS 117, 110, 109, AND 108. 

Richard Migliore "He's the best 3 year old sprinter in the country". 

July 1 5, 2000, Laurel Park (Montpelier Stakes) 

DISCO RICO BREAKS FIGHTING NOTION'S 10 YEAR OLD TRACK RECORD FOR 6 FURLONGS IN 1:08 FLAT 

POWERFUL PEDIGREE 

DAM'S HALF-SISTER (MISS SLEWPY, deceased) 

A MULTIPLE GRADED STAKES WINNER OF $535,000 
only three foals by second dam 

MARYLAND BROODMARE OF THE YEAR 

3RD DAM TURN CAPP 

THIRD DAM OF CHAMPION SPRINTER SMOKE GLACKEN 


TO SEE on VIDEO 

CALL JOE DIRICO (508)-962-2323 
SEE HIM AT 


$4,000 live foal 
Payable when foal stands and nurses 
Nominated to Breeders' Cup 
and Maryland Million 
Citidancer - Round It Off, by Apalachee 


Mr. and Mrs. E. Allen Murray Jr. 

1334 Stafford Rd., Darlington, MD 21034 
410-836-3491, fax 410-836-3489 
email: murmurfarm@erols.com 
website: www.murmurfarm.com 
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DALE CAPUANO: 
A LEGEND IN 
THE MAKING 


Maryland’s leading trainer 
in five of the last 
six years, Capuano, 40, 
has risen to the top 
through dedication and 
hard work—and his 
best success may be 
still to come. 

Story by Bill Heller 
Photographs by Jim McCue 


K nowing what you want to 
do with your life before the 
age of 10 is an amusing 
anecdote. Fulfilling your poten¬ 
tial when you pursue that pas¬ 
sion is another story, one still 
being written by Dale Capuano, 
one of America’s bright, young 
trainers. 

“I fell in love with it,” the 40- 
year-old Capuano said. “I was 
probably about 10. I wanted to 
do it and be successful at it.” 

He is. In 2002, Capuano led 
Maryland trainers in victories for 
the fifth time in the last six years 
and ranked sixth nationally with 
201 wins, while his horses 
earned more than $3.5 million. 
The year before, he was fourth 
nationally with 235 victories and 
generated earnings of $4.4 mil¬ 
lion for his owners. 

Yet he has no delusions of 
grandeur. He’s not ready to pass 
the Bobby Frankels, Bob Bafferts 
and D. Wayne Lukases of racing, 
trainers who routinely work with 
six or seven-figure yearlings and 
2-year-olds. “They have a lot 
more to work with, there’s no 
doubt about it,” Capuano said. 
“Their throwaways would be 
kings in my barn. That’s just the 
way it is. I try to be realistic.” 

The reality is that Capuano 
trained for 20 years before Wil¬ 
liam Sorokolit’s Prized Stamp 
delivered his first Grade 2 stakes 
win in 2001, taking the $200,000 
Barbara Fritchie Handicap at 
Laurel at odds of 17-1. He has 
never won a Grade 1. 

Dale’s younger brother Gary 
impressed horsemen around the 
country when his Captain Bodgit 
just missed winning the 1997 
Kentucky Derby and Preakness 


to Silver Charm. Yet six years 
later, Gary also has to search for 
top-quality horses. 

“If he’d been anywhere 
except Maryland, he would have 
had a barn full after Captain 
Bodgit,” Dale Capuano said. “I’d 
like to have a barn full of nice 
horses, a lot more stakes horses, 
just better quality horses. They’re 
fun to train instead of patching 
them up. That’s what I ultimate¬ 
ly would like to do. One day we’ll 
come up with that Derby win. 
I’d setde for the Breeders’ Cup, 
Preakness or Belmont.” 

Capuano knows he will get 
that high profile victory. “I’m a 
driven kind of person,” he said. 
“When I put my mind to it, I 
usually do it.” 

He was raised that way. His 
dad, Phil, trained for decades 
while supplementing his unstable 
equine income with a variety of 
other jobs ranging from driving 
a cab to selling vacuum cleaners. 
His mom, Connie, continues to 
do the books for both her trainer 
sons, born just a year and eight 
days apart. Their sister Gina is a 
licensed trainer who worked for 
Dale before moving to Canada 
when she married Canadian 
trainer Michael Wright. 

The Capuanos tend to travel 
through life collectively, as a 
family. “They’re very close and 
they would do anything for each 
other,” said Ali Capuano, Dale’s 
foreman/exercise rider and wife 
of nearly three years. She would, 
too, especially since Dale came 
up with a nifty tide for her: 
human resources coordinator. 
Besides riding, she supervises 
the schedules of their 35 
employees taking care of 60 to 
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His wife AM works closely with Dale, as stable foreman, exercise rider and “human resources coordinator.’ 


100 horses racing in Maryland, 
Delaware and occasionally New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia. 

“She doesn’t get much cred¬ 
it,” Dale said. “She gallops horses, 
works them, helps run things. 
She does it all.” 

So does he. A search party 
would be required to find a 
more complete and dedicated 
horseman than Dale Capuano, 
who has bought, bred and 
claimed multiple stakes winners 
without big bucks backing him 
up. 

“Being in Maryland, and with 
the type of horses that I have, 
it’s tough for me to come up 
with horses that can take me to 
the next level,” he said. “We usu¬ 
ally buy 15 to 20 yearlings a year. 
If you look at the average of 
what I spend, it’s $15,000 to 
$20,000. We keep trying to 
upgrade as best as we can. For 
me, I have to be successful 
enough with the claimers for my 
clients so they can reinvest. Pd 
be tickled to death if I could go 
to the sales and buy 10 to 15 
yearlings and average $50,000. 
I’d be in high cotton. That’d be 
pretty good for me.” 

When he gets them, they’ll 
be in good hands. Dale’s been 
doing this for most of his life. 

“I can remember sitting on a 
bale of straw holding a horse in 
an ice tub,” Capuano said. “I was 
6, 7 years old at Marlboro race 
track. My dad had cheap horses. 
That’s all he had. When we were 
a Htde bit older, he let me rub 
horses and then put bandages 
on. I was 8 or 9. He said you 
have to keep rubbing their legs. 
Now people don’t massage 
horses’ legs. Circulation is key.” 

Capuano learned more than 
handling horses from his dad. 
“When we were young, he defi¬ 
nitely led us in the right direc¬ 
tion,” Capuano said. “He led us 
by example. The basic things are 
be a good family man, be honest 
with people and treat people 
with respect, the way you want 
to be treated. I think that has a 
lot to do with all of us being 
successful.” 

Dale was all of 18 when he 
became a trainer. “I guess it was 
a litde scary at first, but I had 
already done everything,” he 
said. “To be successful, you have 
to be all-around: a good trainer, 
a good horseman, a good busi¬ 
ness person. If you do one thing 
well, you might not be able to 
survive. I think you have to put 
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all that together. It all seemed to 
come to me pretty easily.” 

Clients did not. “When 
you’re 18 years old, when you 
don’t have any good horses, it’s 
not easy,” he said. “It’s a funny 
thing about the horse business. 
You can work as hard as you 
possibly can and you still might 
not have a horse that’s able to 
compete at your level. When 
you’re young, you have to believe 
in what you believe in. I just 
stuck with it. Once I got a couple 
of good horses, it kind of snow¬ 
balled. Good things seemed to 
happen after that.” 

Few people who knew Dale 
were surprised. 

“I don’t know anybody who 
has the work ethic Dale does,” 
said brother Gary. “Even grow¬ 
ing up as a teenager with my 
father, he was the first one up in 
the morning. On the weekends, 
he was at the track. Morning and 
night. And he still is. I couldn’t 
keep up with him. I don’t know 
many people who can. He 
checks every horse every day. 
And his memory is unbeliev¬ 
able.” 

Ali Capuano witnesses her 
husband’s work ethic daily. And 
she, too, is impressed. “He looks 
at every one of his horses every 
day and keeps on top of what 
they’re doing,” she said. “Each 
horse jogs by him every day and 
he checks their legs. He also 
watches them train. He knows 
what he has in a horse. It’s amaz¬ 
ing. And he doesn’t sugarcoat it. 
If an owner has a claimer, he’ll 
tell him he’s a claimer. I’ve 
worked for other trainers and 
they don’t want to tell owners 
those things. Dale is really 
straightforward. He’s honest” 

Capuano has been watching 
his horses’ legs and giving his 
owners frank opinions for more 
than two decades, but Ali Capu¬ 
ano was not overly impressed 
with him the first time around. 

“We knew each other from 
11 or 12 years ago,” AH said. “I 
didn’t take much notice of Dale 
back in those days. About five 
years ago, I was riding a horse on 
the track and pulled him up and 
Dale was standing there watch¬ 
ing his horses train. We struck 
up a conversation and I said to 
myself, ‘I don’t remember Dale 
looking that good,’” She 
laughed and added, “He got bet¬ 
ter looking with age.” 

He’s getting better horses 
with age, too, but it’s been a 
slow, steady climb. One of the 



Capuano inspects one of his charges while his cousin Nick Capuano 
takes notes. Holding the horse is Capuano employee Carlos Gonzales. 


“I don’t know anybody who 
has the work ethic Dale does” 
said brother Gary. . . 

“He checks every horse every 
day. And his memory is 
unbelievable. ” 


horses he’s proudest of is his 
homebred Private Slip, a handful 
of a horse still racing at age 9. 
Through 2002, Private Slip had 
won 14 of 34 grass starts, 
including the 1999 Maryland 
Million Turf. He also won three 
of 19 starts on dirt. Private Slip 
has $541,588 in total earnings, 
$477,460 reaped from racing on 
the turf. 

Private Slip highlights Capu- 
ano’s lesser known but still rela¬ 
tively successful involvement as 
a breeder. He and Ali have not 
progressed to keeping brood¬ 
mares at their 17-acre farm in 
Howard County, but Capuano is 
part-owner of five broodmares, 
and has co-bred several other 
stakes winners. 

“I still have Private Slip and 
he’s still running,” Capuano said. 
“His sire is Private Key, a horse 
my dad bought from Buckland 
Farm at Timonium for about 
$7,000. Private Key was by 
Private Account. He had prob¬ 
lems and never raced. But he 
was a pretty good-looking horse. 
So we bred him to the mares my 
dad had, my brother had and I 
had.” 

One of the family mares was 
Blue Slip, a daughter of Lines of 
Power who had one win and 
three seconds in seven lifetime 
starts and earnings of $9,770. 
Blue SHp is the dam of Private 
Slip, who gives his exercise rider, 
Ali Capuano, all she can handle. 

“Private Slip is a pistol. He’s a 
monster of a horse and still acts 
like a crazy 2-year-old,” said Ali. 
“You can’t trust him when he’s 
fit and feeling good. He’s very 
strong and very tough. I spoil 
him with peppermints.” 

Ali, 32, was born in Howard 
County, Md., and showed horses 
through her teenaged years. She 
has become a valuable asset to 
her husband. 

“It works out good,” she 
said. “We share in a lot of things 
about training the horses because 
I ride for him. I can give him a 
hands-on opinion. We can dis¬ 
agree on things, but it’s his name 
hanging on the shingle. You 
can’t have two people trying to 
control everything, and I don’t. 
This is his. I’m just there to help 
out.” 

She did a lot more than just 
help out with Prized Stamp, who 
followed her victory in the 2001 
Barbara Fritchie Handicap by 
finishing second to Xtra Heat in 
last year’s running of the same 
race. After winning eight of 28 
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CAPUANO’S MARCH MADNESS 


D ale Capuano had his own 
March Madness, not on a 
basketball court but at 
Laurel Park. 

Between March 2 and 
March 22, Capuano won 14 
races for seven different own¬ 
ers, including four for Crown 
Valley Stable (the stable name 
Capuano uses for his own 
horses), three for Fortunate 
Stable (a partnership of him¬ 
self, Maryland Racing Com¬ 
mission chairman Louis J. 
Ulman and major client Costas 


Triantafilos) and two for 
Michael Wright. 

Capuano saddled seven 
consecutive winners over a 
four-day span, including a 
triple on March 6, winning 
races for three different own¬ 
ers: Rosendo Parra’s Margar¬ 
ita’s Garden took an $8,000 
claimer; Wright’s Pieceofper- 
fection won a $6,250 claimer; 
and Fortunate Stable’s Makin a 
Fortune won a $25,000 claimer. 
Makin a Fortune, a 3-year-old 
full sister to graded stakes win¬ 


ner Native Heir, came back 15 
days later to win again in the 
same company by two and 
three-quarter lengths as even- 
money favorite. 

Capping off his Laurel hot 
streak on March 22, Capuano’s 
first-time starter Pompamento, 
a 3-year-old homebred filly, 
won a maiden special weight by 
eight and a quarter lengths in a 
blazing 1:03.78 for five and a 
half furlongs. She paid $17.60 
to win. 

/Bill Heller 


“Tm a driven kind of person. 
When I put my mind to it, 

I usually do it. ”— 

Dale Capuano 


starts with seven seconds and six 
thirds and earnings of $438,703, 
Prized Stamp was retired and 
bred this year to Gone West. 

“All was her exercise rider all 
the time,” Capuano said. “She 
always worked her because she 
was hard to handle. She was a 
high-strung filly, and Ali got 
along with her really well. She 
had a lot to do with her success.” 

Much of Capuano’s success 
has come with claimers. Two of 
his best were Wind Splitter and 
In the Curl. Capuano claimed 
Wind Splitter for $23,500 on 
behalf of owner Randall F. 
Williams Jr. in his second start as 
a 2-year-old and took him the 
following spring to the 1989 
Kentucky Derby, where he fin¬ 
ished 11th in the field of 15 
dominated by Sunday Silence 
and Easy Goer. 

“He got beat by eight, nine 
lengths, which was no disgrace,” 
Capuano said. “It was exciting to 
run a horse there. I was 26.1 was 
thinking this is great. I thought 
it’d be nice to get to this race 
with a legitimate chance to win.” 

Wind Splitter went on to 
earn $332,239 in his four-year 
career, winning nine of 26 starts 
including the $100,000 Trenton 
Handicap at Garden State in 
1990, Capuano’s first of two 
Grade 3 stakes victories. Wind 
Splitter’s career nearly ended 
prematurely when the son of 
Cut Throat (GB) fractured a 
sesamoid in the second half of 
the 1990 season. But Capuano 
brought Wind Splitter back after 
nearly a year off to win three of 
his first four outings of 1991, 
including a track record-equal¬ 


ing performance at Philadelphia 
Park when winning the six-fur- 
long Delaware Handicap in 
l:09 1 /5. Wind Splitter also 
accounted for that season’s Broad 
Brush Handicap at Pimlico. 

Capuano has not started 
another horse in the Triple 
Crown, which did nothing to 
diminish his joy in sharing his 
brother’s near-miss by a head 
with Captain Bodgit in the 1997 
Kentucky Derby. 

“That was so cool with 
Gary,” Capuano said. “Captain 
Bodgit was the favorite. That 
was something else. Watching 
the Derby, from where we were 
at, we thought he’d won. It was 
so close. For us to get that far, 
that was amazing. Gary’s an 
excellent trainer. He gets a lot 
out of what he’s got.” 


So does Dale, even when he 
spends an uncharacteristically 
large amount of money to buy a 
horse. On March 10, 1989, Dale 
Capuano set a Maryland record 
when he claimed stakes winner 
In the Curl for $75,000, on 
behalf of owner Nick Rinaldi. 
The 5-year-old Shelter Half 
mare, in for a tag for only the 
second time in her career, won 
that race, and when Capuano 
moved her up to allowance com¬ 
pany for her next start, dead 
heated with Kerygma, only to be 
disqualified and placed second. 

Undeterred, Capuano 

wheeled In the Curl back to win 
an allowance race, then the 
$50,000 Primonetta Handicap at 
Pimlico. Later that year, she fin¬ 
ished second to Safely Kept in 
the Maryland Million Distaff. 


Safely Kept went on to finish 
second by a neck in the 
Breeders’ Cup Sprint-Gl and 
was voted the nation’s champion 
sprinter. 

In the Curl continued her 
own successful career, taking 
several stakes at Mid-Atlantic 
tracks, running second again to 
Safely Kept in the 1991 Mary¬ 
land Million Distaff, and retiring 
with a career record of 26 wins, 

24 seconds and 14 thirds in 85 
starts and earnings of $749,891. 

Capuano also pushed the 
envelope when he bought Just 
Call Me Carl, on behalf of 
owner Steven Newby, for 
$80,000 at the 1996 Keeneland 
September Yearling sale. 

“That’s a lot of money for 
me,” Capuano said. Just Call Me 
Carl was worth it, winning 12 of 

25 career starts, six of them 
stakes, and $525,708 (including a 
$25,000 bonus for winning the 
sprint division of the Mid-At¬ 
lantic Thoroughbred Cham¬ 
pionships series in 2000). Just 
Call Me Carl was also one of 
four horses who participated in 
a streak for Capuano during the 
2001 Pimlico spring meet. Over 
three consecutive weekends, 
from April 22 to May 6, Capu¬ 
ano won four stakes races— 
Kimbralata (Smart Halo Stakes, 
April 22), Prized Stamp (Gold 
Digger Stakes, April 28), Private 
Slip (Henry S. Clark Stakes, 
April 29) and Just Call Me Carl 
(Ben Cohen Stakes, May 6). 

Just Call Me Carl nearly gave 
Capuano his first Grade 1 stakes 
win when he finished second, a 
length and three quarters behind 
the outstanding sprinter Richter 
Scale (who set a new track record 
of 1:07%) in the $300,000 Frank 
J. De Francis Memorial Dash in 
2000. 

“In Grade Is, in this busi¬ 
ness, nobody cares if you’re sec¬ 
ond,” Capuano said. 

Kimbralata, a 5-year-old mare 
bred by Gary Capuano and 
owned by Dale’s client Donald 
Mensh, didn’t win a graded 
stakes but still made $340,594 
from nine victories in 29 starts. 
She made her final start at 
Laurel Park in late March and 
has been retired. She is sched¬ 
uled to be bred to Forestry. 

Capuano might have a filly to 
replace her. At Saratoga in 2001, 
Capuano shipped in 2-year-old 
first-time starter Many Smiles, a 
daughter of Polish Numbers. 
Campaigning in the name of 
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Fortunate Stable (a partnership 
of Capuano and his major 
clients Costas Triantafilos, a 
Baltimore restaurateur and 
Louis J. Ulman, who is an attor¬ 
ney as well as chairman of the 
Maryland Racing Commission), 
the filly won her debut by 12 3 A 
lengths under Edgar Prado. 

“We bred her, and we were 
offered a lot of money for her,” 
said Capuano of the filly, who is 
a half-sister to stakes winners 
Saratoga Cure and Smile My 
Lord, all three bred in the name 
of C & T Stable (Capuano and 
Triantafilos). “Then she got hurt 
and the deal fell through. She 
was going to race in the 
Spinaway against Cashier’s 
Dream, but she had a bruised 
foot and a cracked pastern. She 
missed all of her 3-year-old sea¬ 
son, but is back in training.” 

All these good horses have 
taken Capuano to the edge of 
national attention without push¬ 
ing him over the top. Yet his 
19.7 percent career winning per¬ 
centage—-2,095 victories from 
10,654 starts through March 3 
of this year—is outstanding. 

“He does a super job,” said 
one of his major competitors, 
trainer Scott Lake. “He works 
real hard and he’s very good at 
placing his horses.” 

Even when he takes a shot. 
Last Preakness Day at Pimlico, 
Capuano entered No Pressure, a 
$5,000 yearling he’d purchased 
at the 2000 Fasig-Tipton 
Midlantic Eastern Fall Yearling 
sale at Timonium, in the 
$100,000 Sir Barton Stakes. The 
average price of the 566 year¬ 
lings sold at that fall sale was 
$19,946, nearly four times what 
Capuano paid for No Pressure. 

No Pressure’s rivals in the Sir 
Barton included Sarava, whose 
half-interest had been purchased 
the year before for $250,000, 
and Shah Jehan, a $4 million 
yearling. No Pressure, carrying 
the colors of Lou Ulman, was 
second most of the way, then 
tired late to finish third, half a 
length off Shah Jehan in second 
and four and a half lengths 
behind the winner, Sarava, who 
captured the Belmont Stakes in 
his next start. 

That 7-year-old boy holding 
a horse standing in an ice tub has 
come a long way, but anyone 
who knows Capuano knows his 
journey is almost certainly far 
from over. # 




PITCHING IN FOR HORSEMEN 


T he Capuano family’s involvement in Maryland racing runs 
deeper than some people might realize. 

Both Dale and his father Phil have served for many years as 
directors of the Maryland Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Associ¬ 
ation (MTHA). 

Phil is the MTHA’s longtime backstretch chairman at Bowie 
Training Center, where he is a dogged advocate on behalf of 
the too often overlooked labor force. 

Dale, as chairman of the MTHA’s purse and contract com¬ 
mittee, has proved a shrewd and able negotiator in dealings 
with track management. 

“It’s remarkable to have a father and son each contributing 
in such important ways,” said MTHA president Richard 
Hoffberger. “And Dale’s leadership of the purse and contract g 
committee has been especially remarkable, in that he consis- | 
tently makes recommendations for the good of the group at g 
large, without regard to the horses in his own barn.” 5 


Phil Capuano 
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W hen Colonial Downs 
began operating on 
September 1, 1997, no 
one knew what to predict, and 
that’s the way it usually is when a 
new race track opens, particular¬ 
ly one in unchartered territory 
where there has never before 
been parimutuel racing. 

But even the most modest 
expectations for Virginia’s first 
racing facility weren’t met as 
some stark realities soon set in. 
The track, in the town of New 
Kent in the southeastern por¬ 
tion of the state, was in too 
remote an area, the ship from 
the Maryland tracks was too far, 
a complete off-track betting net¬ 
work was not in place, the purses 
were too small and so was the 
betting handle. 

“I’m sure the track’s ability to 
survive was in the minds of 
some,” said Peter Burnett, a for¬ 
mer vice-president of the Vir¬ 
ginia Horsemen’s Benevolent 
and Protective Association who 
is now a member of the Virginia 
Racing Commission. “There 
wasn’t unanimity in that view, 
but a lot of people were certain 
that we were headed in the 
wrong direction.” 

That’s not the case anymore. 
Colonial Downs is not going to 
be the most important race track 
on the map; it is not going to 
have a long racing season or 
offer fat purses. The crowds will 
always be small and the handle 
will be ordinary. But no one 
questions whether or not Vir¬ 
ginia racing is going to make it. 
The future seems to have 
arrived, and it is a solid one. 

Colonial Downs and the 
Virginia HBPA have signed a 
five-year contract that is expect¬ 
ed to pave the way for expansion 
of Colonial’s OTB network, 
which will yield more handle. 
That was the latest positive 
development and it comes on 
the heels of a 2002 meet that 
saw increases in handle and 
attendance, no doubt a direct 
result of management’s ability to 
create a short, niche meet that 
relies heavily on bettor-friendly 
turf racing. Perhaps more 
importandy, there is an unprece¬ 
dented sense of cooperation 
among virtually every segment 
of the Virginia racing industry 
as the goal for one has become 
the goal for all. Everyone seems 




Colonial Downs, Virginia’s first and 
only parimutuel track, is beginning to 
build toward a solid future after a 
shaky start-up phase, by bni Finley 
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BETTER TIMES 
FOR VIRGINIA 


MID-ATLANTIC THOROUGHBRED MAY 2003 27 















































“Everybody has the sense 
that Colonial has turned 
the corner... Now it’s a 
matter of how much we 
can grow over the next 
five years.”—Tim Capps 


to want to do whatever it takes 
to make racing work in the state. 

“Everybody has the sense 
that Colonial has turned the cor¬ 
ner/’ said Tim Capps, executive 
vice-president of the Maryland 
Jockey Club, which has a man¬ 
agement agreement to operate 
Colonial. “Year to year, it was 
always, "can we make it?’ Now, 
we finally have a foothold and 
nobody thinks that way any 
more. Now it’s a matter of how 
much can we grow over the next 
five years.” 

The key development was 
the contract that came after 
nearly a year’s worth of negotia¬ 
tions between horsemen and the 
track. The issues were compli¬ 
cated and so were the solutions 
and the compromises, but the 
single most important break¬ 
through was a concession on the 
horsemen’s part whereby they 
will take a smaller slice of handle 
on any wagers placed at yet-to- 
be-built OTB parlors. That will 
give Colonial the financial 
wherewithal to expand its OTB 
network, creating more handle 


and paving the way for a further 
expansion of the OTB system. 

The roots of Colonial’s 
upswing began to take hold in 
1998, its second racing season, 
when the turf course was ready 
for full use. A year earlier, the 
track had a difficult time filling 
races, which were restricted to 
the dirt and offered modest 
purses. But the turf course 
proved to be an instant hit. It is 
seven and a half furlongs in cir¬ 
cumference and, at 180 feet, is 
the widest grass course in North 


America. It is simply one of the 
finest turf courses anywhere, 
and because Colonial runs a 
short meet, management doesn’t 
have to worry a great deal about 
wear and tear. 

Colonial management started 
to settle on a meet that was pre¬ 
dominated by turf races. In 
2002, the ratio of turf to dirt 
races was 9 to 1. With so many 
grass races available, Colonial 
can card them for just about any 
type of horse, including those 
normally too cheap to run on 


the turf anywhere else. The 
result has been the type of full 
fields that bettors love. In 2002, 
Colonial averaged a healthy 9.25 
horses per race. 

""What the turf course has 
done for us is to give us an iden¬ 
tity,” said Ian Stewart, Colonial’s 
president and chief financial 
officer. “We’re a relatively new 
race track and we’re relatively 
small, but we’ve become fairly 
well known because of our turf 
course. Horsemen have been 
very favorable toward the course 
and we’ve been able to have a 
large average number of horses 
per race because of it. That 
makes our simulcast signal very 
popular.” 

The next positive step was 
the switch to a summer meet. 
Colonial Downs, which had pre¬ 
viously run in the early fall, went 
to a summer session in 2001 and 
saw an immediate impact with 
increases in handle and atten¬ 
dance. The trend continued in 
2002 when the track posted 
gains of 12.5 percent in total 
handle and 13.6 percent in on- 
track attendance. Average daily 


Providing quality work in Maryland for over 20 years 




Maryland 
Horse Fencing 


W e offer custom-built board, wire fencing, Hi-tensile, 
PVC (with solid treated wood inside), mid 

painting. We have a variety of materials available or we can 
install your materials. For a professional job completed 
quickly and at affordable rates, call Maryland Horse 
Fencing mid we will give you a free estimate. 


Contact Paul Higgins at (410) 848-0637 
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attendance in 2002 was 2,204 
and average daily all-sources 
handle was a record $1,193,669. 

Still, all was far from well. 

Under the statute in which 
Colonial applied for a racing 
license, the track was required to 
run for at least 150 days and to 
operate six off-track facilities. 
The Virginia Racing Commis¬ 
sion was permitted to waive the 
dates requirement and, sensing 
that a 150-day meet was imprac¬ 
tical, has allowed Colonial to run 
much shorter meets. But the rel¬ 
atively short meets (25 days in 
2001 and 26 days in 2002), com¬ 
bined with the fact that Colonial 
has yet to expand beyond four 
OTB locations, left some with 
the impression that track man¬ 
agement, and in particular 
Colonial owner Jeffrey Jacobs, 
wasn’t living up to its promises. 

“There were some bad feel¬ 
ings,” said Virginia HBPA presi¬ 
dent Robin Richards. “It seemed 
that the ownership, once they 
got over a hump after the first 
two or three years, was just 
going to sit around until things 
went more in their direction. 
That made it difficult to get 
everyone, the race track, the 
horsemen, the racing commis¬ 
sion, on the same page.” 

But nothing was simple. In 
order to open an OTB facility in 
Virginia, a local referendum 
must be passed. That meant 
Colonial had to come up with 
the money, which could be as 
much as $1 million, to lobby and 
campaign for the referendum, 
with no guarantees that the 
expenditures would result in vic¬ 
tory. That’s exactly what hap¬ 
pened when the voters of the 
northern Virginia community of 
Manassas Park rejected off-track 
betting in 1996. 

Colonial would go on to open 
four off-track shops, in Rich¬ 
mond, Chesapeake, Hampton 
and Alberta, none of which are 
anywhere near the more popu¬ 
lated northern Virginia area. 

“There were always two 
issues,” Stewart said. “The first 
and most problematic issue was 
the political issue, that you have 
to win a referendum. The other 
was that we believed that the 
economics weren’t such that it 
was profitable for us to expand.” 

That changed when the 
horsemen agreed on a discount- 



PINH00K & RACING 
PARTNERSHIPS 
NOW BEING FORMED 


Proven Record No Management Fees 

of Success or Mark-ups 


Individual Ownership Also Available 
Multiple Stakes-Winning Trainer 



Since 1983, we have been forming partnerships 
that give our clients a realistic chance of showing a profit. 


(856) 478-9549 www.pewterstable.com 


R.D. BOWMAN & SONS, INC. 


• Full line of Purina 
horse feeds and 
health products 

• Hay and pasture 
analysis available 

• Baled shavings 

• Custom mixing to 
your specifications 

• Delivery available to 
your farm, stable or 
track location 

• Pet foods and 
supplies 



R.D. Bowman 
& Sons, Inc. 

Englar Road 
Westminster, MD 

410-848-3733 

North Glade 
Feed & Supply 

12435A Woodsboro Pike 
Keymar, MD 

301-898-3414 


Bowman’s 
of Hanover 

400 Carlisle Street 
Hanover, PA 

717-630-9161 


Continued on page 58 

30 MID-ATLANTIC THOROUGHBRED MAY 2003 







Maryland’s slots 
initiative doomed 
for this year 


Measure to approve 
11,500 video lottery 
terminals at four tracks 
passes Senate but 
succumbs to stiff 
opposition in the House 
Of Delegates, by Lucy Acton 


M aryland’s 2003 legislative 
session ended on April 7 
with lawmakers failing to 
come to agreement on a plan to 
bring video lottery terminals 
(VLTs), commonly known as 
slot machines, to the state’s race 
tracks. 

A modified version of slots 
legislation proposed by Gover¬ 
nor Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. (R) 
cleared the Senate on March 22 
by a vote of 25 to 21, but met 
with stiff opposition in the 
House of Delegates, where the 
Ways and Means Committee 
voted it down on April 2 by a 
margin of 16 to five. 

The bill would have author¬ 
ized a total of 11,500 VLTs at 
four Maryland race tracks— 
3,500 each at the state’s two 
major Thoroughbred tracks, 
Laurel Park and Pimlico; 3,500 at 
Rosecroft Raceway, a Standard- 
bred facility on the outskirts of 
Washington, D.C.; and 1,000 at a 
track to be constructed in the 
western part of the state. 

It allocated 46 percent of the 
proceeds toward a state Edu¬ 
cation Trust Fund, 39 percent to 
the race track operators, and 5.25 
percent to a purse dedication 
account to be divided on an 
89/11 percentage basis between 
purses and the Maryland-bred 
Fund. It also included a provi¬ 
sion for live racing to be main¬ 
tained at its current level, a com¬ 
bined 220 days per year at Laurel 
and Pimlico. 


Prospects for slots appeared 
excellent after Gov. Ehrlich, an 
avowed proponent, was elected 
to office last November. As 
expected, the issue dominated 
the 90-day state legislative ses¬ 
sion that began January 8. But 
from the outset there were bitter 
disputes, centering primarily on 
division of revenue. 

The governor released two 
separate versions of the legisla¬ 
tion, which was then drastically 
amended in the Senate Budget 
and Taxation Committee. The 
governor’s first proposal gave 
only approximately 25 percent to 
the track operators—making it 
questionable whether the tracks 
would proceed with the slots 
installations. 

Midway through the session, 
on March 5, the governor called 
a formal press conference to 
announce his second proposal, 
which upped the tracks’ share to 
about 45 percent. 

Delegate Michael E. Busch 
(D), in his first term as Speaker 
of the House, led opposition to 
the governor’s slots plan. The 
House approved a bill to set up a 
committee that will study the 
slots issue and generate recom¬ 
mendations for next year. 

The governor has raised the 
possibility that the legislature 
may meet in a special session this 
summer to reconsider his slots 
proposal, in light of the state’s 
budget crisis. # 
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$5.2 billion in assets 
$765 million in sales 

$100 million-plu&n real estate value enhancement 


TOD MARKS 


’CHASING ABOUT byjoe Clancy Jr. 


Al Skywalker 
runs away with 
Carolina Cup 


T he Carolina Cup will never 
be compared to the Breeders’ 
Cup Sprint-Gl. And a stee¬ 
plechaser will never be com¬ 
pared to Orientate or Xtra Heat. 
Oh yeah? 


Al Skywalker bolted away 
from the start like a sprinter, 
seized the two and three - 
eighths-mile race at its midway 
point and breezed home with a 
Grade 1 stakes win for owners 


Michael Watt and Jennifer 
Majette, his trainer. Xtra Heat 
would have been proud. 

The March 29 Carolina First 
Carolina Cup looked like a 
showdown between Tres Touche 
and Al Skywalker. Fourth and 
fifth on the 2002 earnings list, 
the two proven stakes horses 
stood out like Jack Russells at a 
K-9 academy. 

Combined, they entered the 
race with $626,000 in lifetime 
jump earnings. The three others 
in the field? $214,000. 

Instead of a two-horse race, 
however, the $100,000 stakes 
turned into a walkover. 

Al Skywalker (Tom Foley) 
simply ran his race. As he always 
does, the 10-year-old built a 
quick early advantage though 
Tres Touche (David Bentley) 
tried to match the early move. 
After three fences, Al Skywalker 
led by 15 lengths. At the race’s 
midway point, the advantage 
shrunk to two. On the back- 
stretch, Foley made like Jeff 
Gordon and hit the accelerator. 


And the race was over. Tres 
Touche was second, six and 
three-quarters lengths behind 
the winner, and Turkish Corner 
was third. 

“With a turn to go I could 
have gotten to him but I was 
traveling so well I didn’t want to 
chase my guy up there,” said 
Bendey. “I figured I would just 
sit in behind him. Al Skywalker 
accelerated again on the back¬ 
side, and I was done. Halfway 
down the backside, I knew I 
wasn’t going to catch him.” 

So did Foley. 

“They were only about two 
or three lengths off me coming 
to the backstretch, but he saw 
those fences and said ‘Let’s go,’ ” 
said the jockey. “The show was 
on and he just went bing, bing, 
bing. As soon as he jumped the 
first one on the back, I just 
decided to sit there.” 

Foley called jumping the key 
to Al Skywalker’s success. 

“Compared to other horses, 
he’s in a different league when it 
comes to jumping a fence,” he 
said. “I just grab the yoke and sit 
there and try not to fall off. He 
showboats. He’s a showman. 
He’s the James Brown of stee¬ 
plechasing. He loves it. I think 
he hears the crowd, but I hope 
he listens to me and not them.” 

With the win, Al Skywalker 
vaulted to a huge lead in the 
2003 standings with $84,000 (he 
opened the year with a similarly 
easy score in the $40,000 Litde 
Everglades Stakes on March 9). 
He also continued a phenome¬ 
nal story that started in Cali¬ 
fornia flat racing. 

Bred by Evergreen Thor¬ 
oughbreds Inc. and trained on 
the flat by Jenine Sahadi, Al 
Skywalker was basically given 
away as a steeplechase prospect 
as a 3-year-old in 1996. Taught 
to jump by retired Hall of Fame 
steeplechase jockey Dooley 
Adams, the powerfully built 
horse broke his steeplechase 
maiden for an $8,000 claiming 
price in 1997. The Carolina Cup 
victory was his 11th over hur¬ 
dles, and boosted his career stee¬ 
plechase bankroll past $387,000. 

Somehow, the son of Sky¬ 
walker appears improved at age 
10 . 

“Obviously he doesn’t win all 
the time and you kind of won¬ 
der; he’s had better days than 
others sometimes and doesn’t 


Al Skywalker, ridden by Tom Foley, looked and acted the part of a champion in the season’s first Grade 1 event. 
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always feel like he’s the same 
horse/’ said Foley. “We’ve given 
him three cc’s of Lasix in both 
of his races this year and it’s 
turned him around. He relaxes 
more; he’s a different horse.” 

SOUTH 

CAROLINA 

SNOWSTORM 

A week before the Carolina 
Cup meet in Camden, 
nearby Aiken hosted its 
37th annual spring races and it 
snowed. Sort of. 

Gill Johnston’s Snowball Flan¬ 
nagan, the 2002 National Stee¬ 
plechase Association claiming 
champion, graduated to stakes 
winner with a come-from- 
behind romp in the $30,000 
Regions Bank Imperial Cup. 
Trained by Janet Elliot, Snowball 
Flannagan rallied from last in 
the six-horse field to win by 
almost seven lengths for jockey 
Rob Massey. 

Elliot had planned to run 
Snowball Flannagan at Little 
Everglades on March 9, but he 
fell while schooling and the sea¬ 
son debut was pushed back. 

Like A1 Skywalker, Snowball 
Flannagan has steadily climbed a 
ladder of success. He went win¬ 
less as a flat horse, broke his 
hurdle maiden in a $5,000 
claimer in 2001, won four races 
and $57,650 last year and now 
occupies a spot in the stakes 
division. Along the way, Snow¬ 
ball Flannagan has learned to 
relax—with a little help from a 
rubber pelham bit and figure - 
eight bridle. 

“Do you remember the very 
first time when he bulldozed his 
way through the whole crowd in 
a maiden claimer for $5,000,” 
said Elliot, referring to a 1999 
disqualification at Aiken. “The 
claimers did him good; they got 
his confidence up. At least he 
has a running style that suits him 
now.” 

The running style nearly 
wore out Elliot at Aiken. “I was 
watching the race and the whole 
time, he’s back there trailing 
around in the back. Rob’s slap¬ 
ping him down on the shoulder 
and Snowball’s saying ‘Nah, not 
now. Nah, I’m not ready yet.’ I’m 
thinking I shouldn’t have run 


Snowball Flannagan rallied to victory under Rob Massey at Aiken, gaining his first stakes win. 


this horse,” said Elliot. “Then a 
horse falls and that perked him 
up a bit and they started to come 
back to him. Then it was like he 
was a bullet out of a gun. It 
nearly puts tears in your eyes 
when a horse does it like that.” 


Ethical Actions, from the stable of Jack Fisher, captured one 
of the early events in the NSA’s spring claiming series at Camden. 


FUN IN 
FLORIDA 

S teeplechasing returned to 
Florida for the third annual 
Little Everglades Steeple¬ 
chase on March 9. The meet | 
continued its elevation from g 
concept, to non-sanctioned 
point-to-point, to fledgling meet 
to Grade A stop on the circuit 
The pristine course rated a 10 
from NS A inspector Yves 
Henry. The entry box filled with 
36 starters despite a rough win¬ 
ter and a nine-hour ship for even 
the closest steeplechase trainer. 

Little Everglades, located 
about an hour’s drive north of 
Tampa near Dade City, attracted 
a crowd of about 12,000 in an 
area known more for orange 
groves than horse racing. Still, 
the meet has tapped into the 
local South Creek Foxhounds 
and hopes to draw more people 
from the horse community in 
nearby Ocala. 

“When this meet started, we 
knew it was going to take some 


time to build,” said NS A director 
of racing Bill Gallo. 

“Shipping is problematic for 
most of our horsemen, and the 
time of year is two weeks prior 
to the traditional start to our sea¬ 
son. But it’s growing, and head¬ 
ing in the right direction. It’s 
turning into a very important 
stop for us.” 

A1 Skywalker dominated the 
featured $40,000 Little Ever¬ 
glades Stakes. The 10-year-old 
jumped to the front and won by 
19 lengths over Swoop and Soar. 
Majette marveled at her horse, 
who ended 2002 with a disap¬ 
pointing run in England. 


“He’s got this little angst 
about him,” she said while sport¬ 
ing a nasty gash on her leg from 
a kick the day before the race. 
“You’ve got to do things his way, 
every day, all the time. If you 
don’t, you don’t have a horse.” 

Three weeks later, against 
tougher competition in the 
Carolina Cup, Majette had a 
horse and everyone knew it. 

Foley, again looking like litde 
more than a passenger while 
playing A1 Skywalker’s jockey, 
thought about opposing jockeys 
for a moment. 

“You can’t go with him, and 
if you do go with him you can’t 
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ELLEN HUMES 





ELLEN HUMES (2) 



Spanish moss provided a scenic backdrop at Little Everglades (top), where 
Contrarian Stables’s Naughty Prince scored for trainer Ricky Hendriks. 


jump with him” he said. “ At the 
first fence today, he left from 
outside the wings. At the last 
fence, he was outside the wings 
again. You can’t tackle him up 
front, so then he just keeps 
bowling along. Other horses 
don’t want to be chasing him for 
two miles.” 

But they have to. 

In what’s becoming a trend, 
Little Everglades hosted a $10,000 
flat race for Florida-breds. The 
mile and a half turf race attracted 


eight starters (four each from 
steeplechase barns and flat 
barns) and went to In Sync 
Stable’s Eskimo Passion. Trained 
in Ocala by Charles Carey, the 
winner scored by 1414 lengths 
over another hometowner, AJ’s 
Honor. Carey doesn’t plan on 
trying his horse, a winner of five 
races on the flat, over jumps any 
time soon but appreciated the 
opportunity to run. 

“It’s beautiful turf, a nice 
course, a lot of fun,” he said. 


“Not enough people knew about 
it this year, but it will catch on 
and get better. A turf course like 
this, you could promote this in 
any fashion. They could do a 
week of racing, easy.” 

No telling when that might 
happen, but the concept behind 
the flat races (Maryland Million 
at Shawan Downs last year, and a 
total of five scheduled for spring 
2003) is exposure. Get more 
owners and trainers to experi¬ 
ence a steeplechase meet, test 
their horses on a different course 
over longer distances and you 
just might end up with more 
steeplechase horses. Carey fin¬ 
ished second with another horse 
in the Maryland Million race in 
2002, and liked what he saw. 

“We had so much fun at 
Shawan last year that when I saw 
this I jumped at the chance to 
come back,” he said. “We 
entered, looked at the past per¬ 
formances on the computer and 
decided it was a race we could fit, 
so we decided to come.” 

GONE FISHIN’ 

M aryland trainer Jack Fisher 
jumped out to a quick 
start with three wins from 
his first seven starts through 
March. Like all Mid-Atlantic 
trainers, he was delayed some¬ 
what by the winter weather. He 
sent several horses south for fin¬ 
ishing workouts, and produced 
results. 

Never an NS A champion, 
Fisher has finished second three 
times and comes off a fourth- 
place finish in 2002 after leading 
the circuit in starts for the sec¬ 
ond straight year. He opened 
2003 with a balanced lineup of 
quality maidens, talented veter¬ 
ans and timber horses. 

“I think my barn is pretty 
well set up,” he said at Camden, 
where Ethical Actions won a 
claimer (and promising maiden 
Sham Aciss was a late scratch 
due to a cut). “I’m happy where 
things are, even if we are behind 
with some horses. I like my 
maidens, and I’ve just got to 
make sure they don’t back up 
into each other on the schedule.” 

Fisher won the first two 
events in the NSA’s spring claim¬ 
ing series, weight-for-claiming- 
price races worth $25,000 each, 
with Arcadia Stable’s duo of 


Dancewel and Ethical Actions. 
Dancewel, in for the bottom 
price of $15,000, rallied past 
Unalienable Right to win at 
Little Everglades for jockey Rob 
Massey. The 6-year-old son of 
Green Dancer won for the third 
straight season. Ethical Actions, 
also starting for $15,000, tempt¬ 
ed trainers but stayed in Fisher’s 
barn after romping home by five 
lengths. 

“I can’t believe nobody took 
that horse, but I figured he 
belongs in that category and 
that’s where he can win,” Fisher 
said. “If he got claimed, I would 
have cared but these horses have 
old bowed tendons and problems. 
The name of the game is to win, 
and this is where they can win.” 

NEWS AND 
NOTES 

J ockey Gus Brown won his 
100th career race when he 
guided Whitewood Farm’s 
Michele Marieschi (GB) to an 
allowance score at Aiken. The 
win was an appropriate one. 
Brown started his career as a 
teenager at Whitewood, riding the 
retired timber horse Appolinax. 
Now 29, Brown is a two-time 
champion and the 32nd jockey 
to win at least 100 steeplechase 
races in the nation. . . Promising 
early maiden winners included 
Contrarian Stables’s Naughty 
Prince, who scored at Little Ever¬ 
glades for trainer Ricky Hen¬ 
driks; Kingfield Farms’s Ididdidi 
(NZ), who won at Aiken for 
trainer Doug Fout; and Dale 
Thiel’s Water Hunter (GB), who 
won at Camden for trainer Toby 
Edwards. The trio reflected the 
melting pot that is American 
steeplechasing. Naughty Prince 
was bred in Florida and raced on 
the flat. Ididdidi was imported 
from New Zealand. Water Hunter 
came from England... The NS A 
adopted a new medication rule 
on phenylbutazone, copying the 
language and levels of Mid-Atlan¬ 
tic race tracks, and also banned 
the use of shock-wave therapy 
within 10 days of a race. . . 
Kentucky meet Oxmoor, slated 
for June 1, was canceled when 
new organizers could not secure 
a course. The meet may return 
for 2004 at the former Oxmoor 
course near Louisville. # 
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Half-brother to 

EMPIRE MAKER 

(2003 Florida Derby-GI, etc.) 


CIVILISATION 

Gone West—Toitssau by El Gran Senor 



Half-brother to FIVE graded stakes winners: 

• CHESTER HOUSE ($1,944,545, G1 winner) 

• HONEST LADY ($894,168, G1 winner) 

• DECARCHY ($590,474, G2 winner) 

• CHISELLING ($405,760, G1 winner) 

• EMPIRE MAKER ($665,800,2003 Florida Derby winner) 

Out of broodmare of the year TOUSSAUD, Grade 1 
winner of $552,751. 


By GONE WEST (sire of sires ELUSIVE QUALITY, 
GRAND SLAM, MR. GREELEY, etc ) 


2003 STUD FEE: $3,500 live foal 

Special consideration to approved mares 
Nominated to the Breeders’ Cup 
and the West Virginia Breeders Classics 


Naylee 

F A # R M 


Rene K. Moore 
P.O. Box 346 

Summit Point, West Virginia 25446 
(540) 955-3028; cell (540) 664-3027 
E-mail: Dickie2@shentel.net 


Also standing: ENOUGH REALITY, RUN SOFTLY, SATCHMO'S BAND, TANK, 
THIS BULLS FOR YOU, VALIANT NATURE, VAN GO, VERIFICATION 



















STEEPLECHASING byjoe Clancy Jr. 


Jill Fanning 
belonged to a 
vanishing breed 
of horsepeople 


J ill Fanning was old school. 
She foxhunted, trained tim¬ 
ber horses, bred Thorough¬ 
breds and lived a sporting life 
her way. And like so many of her 
generation, she is gone. 

Fanning died March 23 at the 
age of 75 after a long illness. The 
Unionville, Pa., resident was a 
trainer with few peers when it 
came to timber racing. Her horses 
won four Maryland Hunt Cups, 
seven New Jersey Hunt Cups 
and three Pennsylvania Hunt 
Cups. There were other victories 
for sure, but hunt cups were 
Fanning’s forte. 

“She loved foxhunting, and 
out of that came the love for 
timber racing,” said Sam Slater, 
Fanning’s son. “Spring always 
meant looking for a [Maryland] 
Hunt Cup prospect.” 

Fanning found them. She 
bought Cancottage (GB) for her 
mother Mrs. Miles Valentine, 
and the English-bred won the 
country’s most arduous timber 
race three times (1980, ’81 and 
’83). Homebred Freeman’s Hill 
carried Fanning’s Foxbrook 
Farm silks to victory in 1988, 
repeating the tally of his full 
brother Bewley’s Hill (owned 
and trained by Lisa and Dixon 
Stroud) in 1984. 


Before all of that success. 
Fanning found victories with 
such horses as Stutter Start, 
Devil’s Brolly, Raford Boy, 
Eriatsa and dozens of others. 

By today’s purse standards, 
Fanning’s timber horses would 
have earned well into six figures. 
In reality, they didn’t pick up 
much more than silver trophies, 
though Fanning didn’t mind. She 
didn’t really need the money, but 
more importandy she participat¬ 
ed in steeplechasing for the sport 
She wanted to solve the puzzle 
of maximizing a horse’s talent 
and fitness while minimizing his 
flaws. 

“I’m not sure where she 
learned all this stuff, but she was 
very serious about it,” said Slater. 
“She rode point-to-points in the 
1960s and [noted Pennsylvania 
horseman] Bob Tindle taught 
her a lot, but it’s not like she gal¬ 
loped race horses for a trainer or 
anything. A lot it was self- 
learned, or just asking people 
and soaking things up. She had 
her own ideas about how to do 
things, but they worked. She was 
a very natural horsewoman.” 

The roots of success were 
planted deeply in the foxhunting 
field. Fanning and her first hus¬ 
band Nelson Slater lived in New 



Jersey, where she served as 
Master of the Essex Foxhounds 
from 1954 to ’75. As Master, she 
was responsible for the field and 
she made sure people knew 
where to go while hunting. 

“She told a great story about 
Jackie Onassis being out hunting 
one day,” said Slater. “Poor 
Jackie was in the wrong place at 
the wrong time, and as Mom put 
it Lad to be talked to.’ Jackie 
probably never went to the 
wrong place again.” 

Fanning’s fastidious ways 
were well known, but she was 
more than picky. “I learned a lot 
about teaching horses to jump 
from her,” said steeplechase 
trainer Richard Valentine, who 
spent several summers working 
in the Fanning barn at Union¬ 
ville. “At some point, I decided 
to take some time off, and said I 
wanted to go to Ireland. In 
about 45 minutes, she came back 
to the barn and had a job for me 
with the Scar teen Hunt and then 
a second job with [trainer] 


Mouse Morris. She was very 
good to me, very generous.” 

In addition to foxhunting and 
steeplechasing, Fanning rode 
horse shows (often sidesaddle), 
studied breeding, helped organ¬ 
ize the Essex point-to-point and 
the Far Hills races in New Jersey 
and generally pursued the sport 
of Thoroughbred racing over 
fences in the U.S. and Europe. 
She helped convince several 
Olympic level three-day event 
riders to try timber racing 
(Kevin Freeman won the Penn¬ 
sylvania Hunt Cup for Fanning). 

“People like her don’t exist 
anymore,” said Slater, whose sis¬ 
ter Joy enjoyed success as a jock¬ 
ey for their mother. “She was 
competitive and she wanted to 
win just like anyone else, but I 
think she took tremendous pride 
in seeing horses develop and 
having them become timber 
horses after hunting. It’s what 
she did.” 

And who she was. # 
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Full Service Commercial Bank offering 
an extensive portfolio of products and services. 
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ADAM COGLIANESE/NYRA 


PEDIGREES by Anne Peters 


Fast and far: 
the pattern 
that produced 
With Anticipation 



W ith Anticipation, a bright 
white wonder on the 
grass, won Grade 1 stakes 
in both 2001 and 2002 for his 
breeder George Strawbridge Jr., 
and now ranks among the top 
three Pennsylvania-bred money- 
earners of all time. 

Strawbridge bred the late- 
maturing turf star by sending the 
Grade 1-winning mare Fran’s 
Valentine to the good grass 
horse Relaunch. Fran’s Valentine 
was a tremendous California- 
bred filly who raced for her 
breeder Earl Scheib. Her record 
shows 13 wins in 34 starts and 
$1,375,465, including three 
Grade 1 victories and numerous 


placings in a four-year campaign 
that covered her with glory. 

What her official record does 
not show is her first-place finish 
in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Fillies Stakes-Gl in 1984. In that 
race, she was disqualified and 
placed 10th after slamming into 
Pirate’s Glow; runner-up Out¬ 
standingly was moved up to the 
win, and ultimately to that year’s 
juvenile filly championship. 

Fran’s Valentine, who had 
won a pair of stakes in California 
at 2, won the Santa Susana-Gl, 
Kentucky Oaks-Gl and set a 
new track record of 1:47% for a 
mile and an eighth in the Holly¬ 
wood Oaks-Gl at 3. At 4 she 


won the Chula Vista Handicap- 
G2 and was second in the 
Breeders’ Cup Distaff-Gl among 
her many credits, and at 5 she 
captured the Santa Maria Handi- 
cap-G2. 

Earl Scheib bred the first 
three foals out of Fran’s Valen¬ 
tine, the best of whom was He’s 
a Valentine, a gelding by Risen 
Star who won eight races and a 
measly $27,445 for his efforts. 
Scheib died in 1992, at which 
point Strawbridge acquired 
Fran’s Valentine. 

As a daughter of the English 
stakes winner Saros (GB) (by 


Sassafras-Fr), Fran’s Valentine 
had a European/grass pedigree 
that must have been attractive to 
Strawbridge, who maintains a 
European stable as well as a 
strong steeplechase division 
under the care of trainer Jona¬ 
than Sheppard, the conditioner 
of With Anticipation. 

To the cover of Dayjur, 
Fran’s Valentine returned her 
new owner’s faith with her 1993 
filly, With Fascination, who cap¬ 
tured the Prix de Cabourg-G3 
and was second in two Group 1 
races as a 2-year-old in France. 
With Fire, a colt by Gulch, was 
born in 1994 and placed third in 
a Group 3 race in France at 3. 


Fran’s Valentine’s next foal 
was With Anticipation. Stakes- 
placed at 2, With Anticipation, 
who is a gelding, started to get 
the hang of things as a 4-year- 
old, placing in two stakes. The 
next year, early in 2000, he 
placed in two graded stakes in 
Florida, including the Grade 1 
Gulfstream Park Handicap, and 
won a restricted stakes at Dela¬ 
ware that July. He popped up 
again in November with a track 
record-equaling performance at 
the Meadowlands in the mile 
and three-sixteenths Creme 
Fraiche Stakes. 

Not until April 2001 did the 
With Anticipation we’ve come 
to know and love unveil himself, 
while racing exclusively on the 
grass. By then he was 6. 

In June he won the Louisville 
Handicap at a mile and three- 
eighths, wiring his field and 
scoring by six lengths. By the 
end of the year he had won the 
Sword Dancer Invitational 
Handicap-G1 and Man o’ War 
Stakes-Gl in a similar fashion, 
out front and dictating the pace 
from start to finish. He also fin¬ 
ished first in the United Nations 
Handicap-Gl, setting a new 
course record for the mile and 
three-eighths, only to be disqual¬ 
ified and placed second behind 
S enure. 

With Anticipation won the 
same three Grade 1 stakes in 
2002 as a 7-year-old and was 
second in the Breeders’ Cup 
Turf-Gl behind High Chapparal 
(Ire) as well as second in the 
Woodford Reserve Turf Classic 
Stakes-Gl. Runner-up for an 
Eclipse Award as champion turf 
male, With Anticipation was the 
leading Mid-Atlantic-bred earn¬ 
er of 2002 and pushed his career 
total to $2,641,204. 

So what makes this big, gray 
engine tick? His dam Fran’s 
Valentine oozed class and 
brought favorable attention to 
her sire, the California-based 
Saros, as did her full brother, 
Grade 2 winner Iz a Saros. Their 
dam Iza Valentine (by Bicker) 
was stakes-placed and a half-sis¬ 
ter to minor stakes winner Azu 
Were, and the next dam was the 
nice race mare Countess Market 
(by Count of Honor), winner of 
the Sorrento Stakes at 2 and 
placed in top stakes at 3 and 4. 

With Anticipation’s sire 
Relaunch was by In Reality, gen- 
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erally perceived as a speed influ¬ 
ence, but Relaunch was out of 
the solid race mare and prolific 
broodmare Foggy Note, by the 
grass stayer The Axe II. Relaunch 
won the Del Mar Derby-G3 at a 
mile and an eighth, and the next 
year ran second behind John 
Henry in the San Luis Rey 
Stakes-Gl when that legend 
equaled Fiddle Isle’s world 
record of 2:23 for the mile and a 
half on the Santa Anita turf 
course. So Relaunch actually 
packed quite a bit of stamina. 

With Anticipation’s pedigree 
is a complete outcross at five 
generations, and the only dupli¬ 
cations shared by his parents are 
in the sixth generation. Buried 
back there are three crosses of 
*Bull Dog, found twice in 
Relaunch and once in Fran’s 
Valentine. But there is another 
pattern in place here that may be 
the key to why this blending of 
parents has created a horse of 
With Anticipation’s dimension. 

Fran’s Valentine was linebred 
5x4 to *Court Martial, winner of 
the 2000 Guineas and Cham¬ 
pion Stakes, and a top sire in 
England and America. One 
source of this linebreeding 
comes through *Court Martial’s 
good miler son Ratification, dam 
sire of Sassafras (Fr). 

Sassafras was himself a stayer 
and a staying influence like his 
own sire Sheshoon and grand- 
sire Precipitation, an influence 
he also exerts as the dam sire of 
Nureyev’s son Theatrical (Ire) 
(whose dam was 4x4 to *Court 
Martial). Fran’s Valentine’s Sassa¬ 
fras cross came through his son 
Saros, who had won the mile and 
a quarter City and Suburban 
Stakes at Epsom. Saros’s full 
brother French Sassafras (GB) 
was second in the Hollywood 
Derby-Gl in 1981. 

The other *Court Martial 
cross appeared through his 
daughter, Gazelle Handicap win¬ 
ner Face the Facts, sired after the 
stallion was brought to stand in 
America. Face the Facts was the 
dam of Del Mar Derby winner 
Bicker, who sired Iza Valentine, 
the dam of Fran’s Valentine. 
Bicker (by Round Table) was also 
a half-brother to Florida Derby- 
Gl and Blue Grass Stakes-Gl 
winner Judger, and Hawthorne 
Gold Cup-G2 winner Proof. So 
like the other, this cross of *Court 
Martial was associated with good 
middle distance ability. 


*Court Martial was by Fair 
Trial out of Instantaneous, by 
Hurry On, English breeding that 
means little to most modern 
American breeders. Fair Trial 
was a great miler in England. As 
a stallion, he was an influence for 
speed and is categorized as a 
brilliant chef-de-race by Varola 
and Roman. In America we see 
him frequently through the 
*Court Martial mare Goofed 
(Lyphard’s dam); through Peti¬ 
tion, sire of the second dam of 
Danzig; as well as Argentinian- 
bred *Forli, whose dam was by 
Advocate, a son of Fair Trial. 

*Court Martial’s dam Instan¬ 
taneous had been third in the 
Epsom Oaks, and her sire Hurry 
On was a tremendous stayer and 
classic sire. Hurry On (1913) was 
one of the last lineal descen¬ 
dants of the Godolphin Ara¬ 
bian’s male line in Europe. This 
line, of course, was flourishing 
in America at the same time 
because of Spendthrift, his son 
Hastings and grandson Fair Play, 
later sire of Man o’ War (1917). 
Hurry On’s dam was Tout Suite, 
a daughter of Derby winner 
Sainfoin, whose main claim to 
fame (other than this) was as the 
sire of English Triple Crown win¬ 
ner *Rock Sand, and as the sire 
of another daughter, Bromus, 
the dam of Phalaris. 

Hurry On exerted a powerful 
influence on the breed, led by his 
sons Precipitation and Coronach 
and followed by his daughters, 
the dams of *Court Martial, 
Bobsleigh and *Hydroplane II 
(the dam of Citation). Varola 
and Roman both put Hurry On 
and Precipitation in the profes¬ 
sional chef-de-race category, as 
supreme sources of stamina. 
Precipitation is actually the male 
line ancestor of Saros, so Fran’s 
Valentine was not only doubled 
to *Court Martial, she was 
tripled to his dam sire Hurry On. 

Precipitation’s dam was Dou¬ 
ble Life, by Bachelor’s Double, 
and Bachelor’s Double was by 
Tredennis (Kendal—St. Marguer¬ 
ite). Tredennis was a half-brother 
to Roquebrune, the dam of 
*Rock Sand, whom we already 
met through his tie to Hurry On, 
out of a Sainfoin mare. 

Precipitation’s pedigree bears 
a remarkable resemblance to that 
of America’s own Man o’ War. 
He was by Hurry On, from the 
same male line as Fair Play (both 


going back several generations 
to West Australian), and he had 
two strong pedigree links to 
*Rock Sand through Sainfoin 
and St. Marguerite. Man o’ War 
was from the same male line as 
Hurry On, and his dam was a 
daughter of *Rock Sand. 

Man o’ War also had a close 
relative in Friar Rock (1913), 
who was a son of *Rock Sand, 
and out of the same dam as Fair 
Play, sire of Man o’ War. Man o’ 
War and Friar Rock have come 
together more than once in pedi¬ 
grees, and at least twice the result 
was an important runner and 
sire. The first time was Eight 
Thirty (1936), by Pilate (a son of 
Friar Rock) and out of a mare 
whose dam was a daughter of 
Man o’ War. So Eight Thirty was 
linebred to both *Rock Sand and 
Friar Rock’s dam *Fairy Gold. 

Two years later, the second 
major player with this combina¬ 
tion appeared in the form of 
War Relic (1938), who was by 
Man o’ War and out of a daugh¬ 
ter of Friar Rock. War Relic was 
inbred 3x3 to both *Fairy Gold 
and *Rock Sand. War Relic’s 


most important role in Ameri¬ 
can pedigrees is through his 
great-grandson in direct male 
line, In Reality. In Reality is actu¬ 
ally inbred 3x3 to War Relic, the 
sire of Intent (grandsire of In 
Reality through Intentionally) 
and the sire of litis, In Reality’s 
second dam. So In Reality has 
four crosses of the close rela¬ 
tives Man o’ War and Friar Rock. 

Remember that In Reality’s 
good son Relaunch is the sire of 
our subject horse, With Antici¬ 
pation. The buildup of Man o’ 
War and *Rock Sand found in 
this quadrant of his pedigree is 
actually very similar to the cross 
of Precipitation and buildup of 
Hurry On found in Fran’s 
Valentine’s pedigree. 

So what at first seems like an 
outcross pedigree is actually one 
that has numerous background 
strains tying up a neat package 
generations in the rear where 
people don’t usually look when 
studying pedigrees. But what 
they’re ignoring may be the very 
thing they’re looking for—the 
reason why With Anticipation 
can run so fast and so far. [] 
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HEALTH NOTES by Heather Smith Thomas 


Reasons for 
excessive water 
drinking range 
from serious 
disease to simple 
boredom 


S ome horses drink a lot more 
water than they need, and 
excrete the extra fluid as 
urine, urinating more than nor¬ 
mal. There are some serious dis¬ 
ease conditions that cause great 
thirst and above-average water 
consumption and urination, and 
most of these are metabolic 
problems. 

One such disease is diabetes 
insipidus, which affects the pitu¬ 
itary gland at the base of the 
brain. There is usually a tumor in 
this gland, and though the dis¬ 
ease can be treated, it is eventu¬ 
ally fatal. Affected horses drink a 
lot of water and pass great quan¬ 
tities of dilute urine. As the dis¬ 
ease progresses, the horse loses 
weight and the hair coat 
becomes rough and shaggy Skin 
abscesses may develop. 

Another metabolic problem 
that causes excessive drinking is 
sugar diabetes. This is common 
in humans but rare in horses. 
The affected horse is constantly 
hungry as well as thirsty, and uri¬ 
nates frequently due to the 
excessive drinking. But in this 
instance the urine is not dilute; it 
contains a lot of sugar. 


Even more rare in horses is 
excessive drinking and urination 
due to kidney disease. The 
impaired kidneys cannot filter 
properly and have trouble han¬ 
dling protein waste products, 
calcium, salts and other things 
that are usually excreted in urine. 
Some of these materials build up 
in the bloodstream instead of 
being properly excreted. The 
urine is very dilute and clear 
instead of the usual yellow color; 
the horse tends to drink more 
water and urinates often. 

Old-time horsemen used to 
worry about kidney problems in 
horses, but kidney trouble and 
urinary disease is much less com¬ 
mon in horses than in any other 
domestic animal. Usually what 
the horseman thought was kid¬ 
ney disease was some other con¬ 
dition or situation. 

For instance, horsemen 
noticed that their horses urinate 
more when fed alfalfa, and this 
may be why the early myth 
developed that alfalfa damaged a 
horse’s kidneys. In actuality, 
good alfalfa creates more urina¬ 
tion merely because it is so rich 
in protein. 


The kidney excretes the by¬ 
products of protein metabolism. 
If a horse eats a high protein 
diet, he excretes more urine, 
since he must drink more water 
in order to flush the protein by¬ 
products (nitrogen compounds) 
from his system. 

Any horse on a high protein 
diet will drink more water than a 
horse on a lower protein diet, 
and his urine will contain more 
nitrogen wastes. Healthy kidneys 
have no problem handling the 
extra wastes. But when feeding 
good alfalfa or any feed high in 
protein, the horseman should 
always take this into considera¬ 
tion and provide plenty of water. 

Some types of infection will 
cause thirst. Fever usually makes 
a horse thirsty, since he becomes 
dehydrated from the effects of 
the fever and infection and 
requires more water. 

Most cases of excessive 
drinking and urination, however, 
are not due to pathological prob¬ 
lems. Most of these horses are 
physically normal, but drink 
more water than they need just 
for something to do. This situa¬ 
tion is rarely found in horses 
who are out on pasture, living a 
relatively normal life. It is much 
more common in the confined, 
bored horse. 

Boredom or frustration can 
lead to the habit of extra water 
drinking, just as it can lead to 
wood chewing, stall walking, 
weaving, cribbing or other 
behaviors that are common in 
confined horses. Other animals 
who are confined (dogs in ken¬ 
nels, animals in zoos, etc.) some¬ 
times develop the habit of drink¬ 
ing extra water also. The con¬ 
fined individual with nothing to 
do but eat and drink often eats 
and drinks almost continuously 
(if there is food available). The 
horse who runs out of feed 
starts chewing his manger, stall 
door or fences, or may drink 
water more or less continuously. 

Some confined horses eat 
too much salt. Excessive salt 
consumption in horses can 
develop as a habit, just like wood 
chewing. The horse licks the salt 
block just for something to do. 

Extra salt consumption in 
itself will not harm the horse 
(horses don’t get high blood 
pressure like humans) as long as 


he has plenty of water. The extra 
salt will require dilution with 
water, however, to flush it out of 
his system. So the horse will be 
thirsty and drink more water. If 
he has access to plenty of fresh 
water, he will just keep drinking 
and flush the extra salt on 
through in his urine. But if his 
water supply is limited, his salt¬ 
eating habit can be damaging, or 
even poison him. 

Excessive drinking and urina¬ 
tion are usually nothing to worry 
about as long as the horse is 
healthy. The only problem with 
the confined horse is that all that 
extra urine makes for more 
soiled bedding and more stall 
cleanup. The water drinking 
habit can create more problems 
for the horseman than for the 
horse, if the horse is kept in a 
stall or small pen. 

If a horse is drinking a great 
deal of water and producing an 
excessive amount of urine, first 
make sure there is no physical 
cause for this situation. If you 
have some suspicion that the 
horse may be ill or have a meta¬ 
bolic problem, have him checked 
by a veterinarian. 

If the horse checks out 
healthy, look to some other 
cause, such as a protein-rich diet, 
or just nervous habit. If the 
horse is consuming too much 
salt, you may want to switch 
from a salt block to granulated 
salt in a salt box. Most horses 
don’t overdo the salt as much 
when it is in loose form. 

As a last resort for a horse 
who soils his bedding with 
excessive urination, some horse¬ 
men limit the water intake. But 
this is risky and should only be 
done if it’s absolutely certain the 
horse does not have a physical 
problem, and only if the horse is 
not eating extra salt. 

Limiting water is NOT a 
good idea for lactating mares or 
for horses in hot weather. It is 
generally more advisable to try 
to change the horse’s environ¬ 
ment than to limit his water 
intake. And remember, if the 
horse is drinking extra water 
because he is bored, restless, 
nervous or frustrated, he may 
develop some other undesirable 
behavior to take the place of this 
habit [] 
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Everybody Wins! 



'The NTRA hit 0 grand slam when it brought togetheP 
tOp-O f-the-line vendors to offer Thoroughbred owners, breeders and 
racetracks Substantial savings on quality products through group 
purchasing power. Everybody wins!” 

- David Hayden, Thoroughbred Owner and Breeder 


ABOUT NTRA PURCHASING 

NTRA Purchasing offers NTRA supporters great savings 
on a wide variety of products and services for the 
racetrack, farm, barn, office and home. 

WHO’S ELIGIBLE? 

Members and employees of NTRA dues-paying 
organizations, participants in the NTRA’s voluntary 
funding programs, Go Baby Go program members and 
current Breeders’ Cup nominators are eligible for group 
purchasing discounts. 


DISCOUNTS 

NTRA supporters receive discounts of 20-40% on products 
from local representatives for John Deere, FedEx, Sherwin- 
Williams Paints,Toshiba, Boise Office Solutions, Daktronics, 
Automated Graphic Systems printing, Hallway Feeds and 
Kentucky Buying Cooperative. 

PROGRAM BENEFITS 

Program participants receive significant discounts on 
everyday products and services and help strengthen the 
Thoroughbred industry. NTRA Purchasing partners 
contribute a portion of sales revenue to NTRA programs 
to build awareness ofThoroughbred racing and breeding. 


To enjoy the benefits of group purchasing call 
NTRA Purchasing at (866) 678-4289 or visit 
www.NTRA.com. 

PURCHASING 





Undercover, from the stable of Tony Dutrow, captures the Gala Lil Stakes 
by a rousing four and a half lengths with Mario Pino aboard. 


AROUND 
THE OVALS 


LAUREL PARK’S 
FINEST MARCH 
OFF IN ALL 
DIRECTIONS 

SEAN CLANCY 


T 


here were callings all over 
Laurel Park during the 
month of March. 

“Go West, young man/’ 

“Stay put, bug boy” 

“Go Middle East, strong 
mare” 

“Off to Pimlico, all.” 

Jockey Mark Johnston 
headed off to Hollywood Park 
in California after a long and 
successful career in Maryland. 
Last year’s Eclipse Award-win¬ 
ning apprentice Ryan Fogel- 
songer ran away with another 
meet title. Maryland-based 
dynamo Xtra Heat went off to 
compete in the $2 million 
Golden Shaheen in Dubai on 
March 29. And by the end of 
March, everybody was off to 
Pimlico for the Preakness, the 
Pimlico Special and the wel¬ 
come signs of spring. 

While travel agents worked 
the switchboard, horses like Sky 
Soldier, Deadline and Under¬ 
cover worked the local strip. 

No horse needed a travel 
agent more than Sky Soldier, 
who upset the Private Terms 
Stakes on March 29 for owner 
Arthur Vickers and trainer Todd 
Beattie. Based at Penn National, 
the son of Unaccounted For 
drew off to win the $60,000 mile 
and a sixteenth stakes by four 
lengths. Ridden by Rodrigo Ma¬ 
drigal Jr., Sky Soldier was sent 
off as the 9-2 longshot in the 
evenly matched five-horse field. 
Skycrossing finished second 
with Moses Jerome third. Favorite 
Penobscot Bay was fourth. 

The victory upped Sky 
Soldier’s record to three-for- 
three, by an average winning 
margin of four lengths, and had 
his connections contemplating 
the Preakness if the lighdy raced 
colt can stay the course. 

“I don’t know how good he 
is yet, the jury’s still out on that 




Sky Soldier scored a dramatic upset in the Private Terms Stakes, 
drawing off to a four-length victory under Rodrigo Madrigal Jr. 






one,” Beattie said. “He’s done 
everything we’ve asked. He 
overcame all the roadblocks— 
the layoff (he hadn’t run since 
January 14), the bad weather 
we’ve had this winter, the differ¬ 
ent track, the different distance. 
He gave me all the telegrams in 
the morning that he wanted to 
run long and he sure responded 
to it. I guess we have to check 
out the heavyheads now” 

The Federico Tesio at Pimlico 
or the Lexington Stakes at 
Keeneland could be where they 
find them. 

On March 23, Deadline cap¬ 
tured the Horatius Stakes for 
owner John Newell and trainer 
John SaLzman. Ridden by Rick 
Wilson, who the next day flew 
to Dubai to ride Xtra Heat, 
Deadline rated off a four-horse 
speed duel before rallying to win 
the $50,000 stakes for 3-year- 
olds. Like any good deadline, it 
was cut close. After six furlongs, 
a neck separated the winner 
from Gators N Bears. Mt. 
Carson finished third. It was the 
fourth time Wilson rode the son 
of Mountain Cat and their 
fourth victory together. 

Deadline still has a long lad¬ 
der to climb to reach Xtra Heat’s 
realm. With a win in the Golden 
Shaheen, the daughter of Dixie¬ 
land Heat would have vaulted to 
number one on the leading 
female earners list. She’s won 26 
races during her 35-race career 
with earnings of $2,389,635 and 
an Eclipse Award. Not bad for a 
$5,000 Timonium purchase. Un¬ 
fortunately, she had to be 
scratched after hurting an ankle 
the day before the race. 

With or without the Golden 
Shaheen, she’s made everybody 
a dreamer. 

Tony Dutrow doesn’t have 
to dream with a barn like his; 
they’re all right there. The trainer 
has another multiple stakes win¬ 
ner in Undercover. The 4-year- 
old filly by Allen’s Prospect dis¬ 
mantled the Gala Lil Stakes, win¬ 
ning as she pleased in the nine- 
furlong contest on March 22. 

Owned by Gasparilla Stable 
and Will Farish, Undercover 
drew off to win the $75,000 
stakes by four and a half lengths. 
Mario Pino handled the controls. 
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Shop Till You Drop finished sec¬ 
ond with Blue Hills third. 

The Gala Lil was the second 
stakes victory for Undercover, 
who won the Maryland Million 
Oaks at Pimlico in September. 
She’s undefeated in three starts 
this year and sports a strong six 
for 11 career mark. Co-owner 
Farish, the United States Ambas¬ 
sador to Great Britain, was not 
on hand. 

Dale Capuano and Scott 
Lake battled all the way to the 
line for the leading trainer tide. It 
took Lake’s So Social to win on 
the last day, March 30, to clinch 


TRAINER 
ALAN BEDARD 
FINDS HIS 
CALLING AT 
PHILADELPHIA 
PARK 

LINDA DOUGHERTY 


A trainer who enjoyed a prof¬ 
itable winter—finishing in 
the money more than 40 
percent of the time—is Alan 
Bedard, who gave up a lucrative 
job as the manager of a division 
of a Fortune 200 company to 
devote his life to the race track. 

Born in Detroit, Mich., but 
raised in Boston, Mass., Bedard 
got his first exposure to racing at 
Foxboro Park. He attended the 
now-defunct Hawkeye Hill 
Racing School in Indiana in 
1985, and upon graduation took 
a job as a groom at Penn 
National and on a farm near 
Scranton, Pa. 

Then Bedard elected to enter 
the “real” world. For 10 years, he 


the title, 29 to 28. Dutrow fin¬ 
ished the meet with a staggering 
41 percent winning mark and 78 
percent in the money while 
Howard Wolfendale had a 
good meet, winning 20 races to 
finish with a 32 win percentage. 
Holly Robinson cracked the 
top 10 with 12 victories and the 
second highest win percentage 
(39) in the top 10. 

Sydney (Chip) Dutrow, 
Gregg McCarron and Bruce 
Jackson finished in the top 20 
with strong percentages. And 
nobody banged out winners 
quicker than Alfred Cefalo who 


went four-for-seven at the meet. 
Nine-year-old Zi Pep, who 
Cefalo owns as well, topped the 
outstanding run, winning on 
Laurel’s final afternoon. 

Michael Gill dominated the 
owner standings, winning 29 
races. Gustav Schickedenz 
enjoyed a strong meet in second 
with 10 victories. 

Fogelsonger continued his 
domination of the jockey table, 
winning his third straight 
Maryland title with 93 victories 
during the 13-week meet. 
Ramon Dominguez finished sec¬ 
ond, 19 wins back with Pino 


was employed by Illinois Tool 
Works, a multibillion-do liar 
company that had a division in 
Scranton. Bedard’s wife, Julie, 
also was employed by ITW as an 
executive secretary. 

“We decided to leave a steady 
paycheck and benefits to try and 
make a living full-time at the 
track,” said Bedard. He and his 
wife have three children: 
Malissa, 21, Jessica, 14, and 
Joshua, 4. Bedard said neither 
his family nor his wife’s family 
was “too wild” about the idea. 

In 1998, Bedard handled 20 
horses at Tampa Bay Downs as 
assistant trainer for Penn 
National-based Bruno Bellucci. 
Shortly thereafter he came to 
Philadelphia, where he now has 
six horses for owners Mario 
Forcini, Frank Kulick, his broth¬ 
er Andrew Bedard and 
Cornerstone Racing Stable, 
which is the nom de course of 
his own horses. 

“We’re just a small outfit try¬ 
ing to make it,” said Bedard, 
whose top runners include 2003 
winners Anchor Alert and Not 
for Me. 

If there were any doubts as 
to who is the fastest female 
sprinter on the grounds of 
Philadelphia Park, Final Dis¬ 
persal put them to rest on 
March 18 when she walloped 
seven foes in a six and a half-fur- 
long starter allowance that car¬ 
ried a purse of $15,120. The 5- 



Alan Bedard managed a division 
of the multimillion-dollar firm 
Illinois Tool Works before gravitating 
to the race track in the late 1990s. 

year-old daughter of Dispersal, 
co-owned by Home Team 
Stables and Sammy G Stables 
and trained by Scott Lake, won 
by six lengths under a strangle¬ 
hold, timed in 1:17.17. She was 
ridden by Jose Flores. 

The restriction on horses 
shipping in from Penn National 
and shipping out to race and 
return from that track—necessi¬ 
tated by an outbreak of equine 
herpesvirus-1 at Penn National 
—was lifted on March 19. 

“The floodgates have 
opened,” said director of racing 
Sal Sinatra, referring to the large 
number of Penn National train¬ 


third. Fogelsonger ranks third in 
the nation in victories. 

As for the equine race for 
highest honors, Artie Party and 
Love Happy won four races 
apiece over the 13-week stand to 
top all runners. Artie Party, 
owned by Gill and trained by 
John Robb, won her fourth on 
March 16. Three races later, 
Love Happy called the hand, 
winning his fourth for owner 
Edward Turner and Wolfendale. 
Only 14 horses won three or 
more races at the meet. 


ers who called to enter horses 
for March 20 and 21. 

Though she’d never before 
won a race, Christopher Mc¬ 
Carthy’s Ten Queens put on 
quite a show in a $22,320 starter 
handicap on March 24, defeat¬ 
ing a seasoned group of fillies 
and mares. 

Under jockey Todd Glasser, 
Ten Queens shot straight to the 
lead at odds of 65-1, then set 
extremely slow fractions of 
:25.14, :50.12 and 1:14.61 in the 
mile and an eighth test. As she 
turned for home, Ten Queens 
fell nearly a length behind 
onrushing Dandy Duke, but— 
in what was one of the most 
exciting stretch runs so far in 
2003—Ten Queens found 
another gear, battled back and 
began drawing away again for 
the victory. She paid $133.20 for 
a $2 win ticket. 

Owner Lee Rogalski cele¬ 
brated her birthday in high style 
on March 25 when the sixth 
event was named in her honor. 
After the race, dubbed the “Lee 
Rogalski Birthday Classic,” she 
was surrounded in the winner’s 
circle by a large group of 
friends, including husband Ed 
and trainer Andrea Gonzalez. 

Currently, Rogalski has five 
horses with Gonzalez at Phila¬ 
delphia and two at Penn 
National with trainer Flint Stites. 
One of Rogalski’s Penn runners. 
Royal Peteski, scored in the 
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Lee Rogalski ranks among the most 
successful owners at Philadelphia 
Park, which named a race in her 
honor on her birthday, March 25. 


eighth event the next evening, 
March 26, winning an $11,600, 
one-mile optional claiming event 
under Luis Belmonte. 

A native of Camden, N.J., 
Rogalski—a registered nurse— 
owned horses in the 1960s, but 
then concentrated for nearly 20 
years on running a health food 
store with her husband. When 
the business was sold, they 
decided to get back into Thor¬ 
oughbred ownership, and have 
enjoyed good success since. 
Some of Rogalski’s winners 
include stakes winner Judges 5 
View as well as Yankee Tribe and 
Profigliano, the latter of whom 
she lost via the claim box last 
year at Penn. 

Amazing Philly, the foal 
born at Philadelphia Park three 


years ago after her dam Speak 
Compelling was somehow mated 
to a horse whose indentity has 
never been determined, may 
make her racing debut in May, 
report owner/breeders Lynda 
and Bill Gallagher. 

Trainer Bob Robbins has 
Amazing Philly in his barn at 
Philadelphia Park. She received 
her early education at Fair Hill 
Training Center with conditioner 
David Taylor. 

‘We had to give her a lot of 
time to let her grow, 55 said Lynda 
Gallagher. Amazing Philly 5 s birth 
generated plenty of headlines. 
She was found one morning at 
Philadelphia in the stall of Speak 
Compelling, who had raced sev¬ 
eral days earlier and was not 
known to be in foal. Blood tests 


could not determine who the 
sire was, so Gallagher said The 
Jockey Club will list her pedigree 
as “Sire: unknown 55 when she 
races. After her racing career is 
over, any foals she might have 
would not be able to be regis¬ 
tered with The Jockey Club. 

Speak Compelling, who won 
several races after Amazing 
Philly 5 s birth, has been retired, 
said Gallagher. The daughter of 
Compelling Sound is now at 
Country Life Farm in Maryland, 
where she was bred to Citi- 
dancer. 


PENN NATIONAL 
RETURNS TO 
BUSINESS 
AS USUAL 
FOLLOWING 
QUARANTINE 

LINDA DOUGHERTY 


O n March 19, quarantine 
restrictions were lifted for 
Barn U, where five horses 
were stabled after testing posi¬ 
tive for the equine herpesvirus-1. 
Of the five, two had to be euth¬ 
anized, but the remaining three 
are well on the road to recovery, 
according to Penn NationaPs 
general manager Richard 
Schnaars. 

Schnaars said that all horses 
who had been stabled in Barn U 
were prohibited from entering 
races for 14 days, due to the fact 
that none had been able to leave 
the barn and train. 

“Even though we lost entries 
from Philadelphia Park and West 
Virginia trainers during this peri¬ 
od, our HBPA asked local horse¬ 
men to step up to the plate and 
support our live racing cards, 
which they did, 55 said Schnaars. 
“We greatly appreciate their 
cooperation during the quaran¬ 
tine. 55 

Schnaars said it was still 
unclear as to how the virus 
infected Penn National horses. 

Donald Gogluizza’s Our 
Preciousmoment didn’t have 
the best start in life—her dam, 
El Greco Raggaas, by El Rag- 
gaas, died during her birth—but 
she’s overcome adversity to 
become one of the top fillies or 


mares on the grounds of Penn 
National. 

On March 27, Our Precious- 
moment recorded her third vic¬ 
tory from four starts in 2003, 
storming from off the pace to 
take a six-furlong, $14,049 allow¬ 
ance test by three-quarters of a 
length over favored Quixote’s 
Hope in 1:10.68. 

Since being transferred to the 
barn of leading trainer Harry F. 
Thompson in October 2002, 
Our Preciousmoment has won 
five of seven starts, moving up 
from the claiming ranks to take a 
starter handicap and two 
allowances. Lifetime, the gray 5- 
year-old daughter of Cool 
Fragrance has won 10 of 42 
starts and $143,996. 

The winningest horse at 
Penn National so far in 2003 is 
the David Geist-owned and 
trained Tam Win Tam, who 
scored his fourth victory from 
five starts the night of March 14. 

Under jockey Emilio Flores, 
the 6-year-old son of Colonial 
Affair rallied to draw clear of his 
eight rivals in deep stretch and 
cross the wire a half-length in 
front, timed in 1:12.30 for six 
furlongs. 

Penn National Gaming Inc. 
expects its merger with Holly¬ 
wood Casino to translate into 


higher earnings per share 

when year-end results are calcu¬ 
lated. 

The company said that it 
earned $.79 per share in 2002, 
and forecasts a better than 49 
percent increase to $1.18 per 
share in 2003, based on $1.2 bil¬ 
lion in revenue. 

Two four and a half-furlong 
dashes were carded the night of 
March 21, and jockey Chris 
Baker emerged victorious in 
both events. 

Baker booted home the 
Theodora Jacklin-owned and 
trained Trial and Error in the 
first sprint, coming from off the 
pace to nail the pacesetters late 
and post a 14-1 upset. The son 
of Skip Trial was timed in :53.82. 

In the second, Baker sent 
Thomas Boyan Jr.’s Penny’s 
Voyager straight to the lead and 
never looked back, winning by a 
length and a half as the 3-1 sec¬ 
ond choice. Trained by Mike Sal- 
vaggio Jr., the Coastal Voyage 
gelding stopped the clock in 
:53.10. □ 


46 MID-ATLANTIC THOROUGHBRED MAY 2003 




RONNEY 
BROWN LEADS 
THE WAY AT 
CHARLES TOWN 

TOM MARPLE 


R onney Brown’s 35 victories 
from 174 starts easily 
earned him the winter meet 
training title and gave the veteran 
conditioner a leg up on his quest 
for a third straight year-end 
crown. 

“Winning the year-end honor 
is always a major goal of mine,” 
Brown said. “And if that ever 
changes, I’ll know it’s time to do 
something else. Success as a 
trainer depends on so many fac¬ 
tors that when it all comes 
together it’s like living a dream. 
And thanks to the owners, jocks 
and the hard work of my entire 
crew those dreams just keep get¬ 
ting bigger.” 

Brown’s constant rival Jeff 
Runco finished the first three 
months of the year in second 
place with 18 wins out of 140 
starts. He was followed by 
Bruce Kravets (15/85), Dale 
Capuano (14/35), Raimondo 
Schiano di Cola (10/44), Amy 
Albright (10/17 starts) and 
John McKee (nine/76). 

Mathew McGowan made 
the most of two riding triples 
down the stretch to pull out a 
tight race for the top jockey dur¬ 
ing the winter meet. The 23- 
year-old Wisconsin native’s 37 
wins earned him the first riding 
tide of his young career. 

“Just after I lost the bug [on 
February 20], I had a riding triple 
that really boosted my confi¬ 
dence,” McGowan said. “The 
importance of those kinds of 
days can have a carryover effect” 
McGowan started his riding 
career two years ago in Okla¬ 


homa, but has enjoyed steady 
success at Charles Town for over 
a year. 

“A lot of people have helped 
me here,” McGowan said. “Jocks 
like Michael Pindell, Mark 
Rosenthal and Jesus Sanchez 
would point things out to me as 
we watched the race replays. And 
trainer Raymond Benten has 
been great. He always keeps me 
motivated.” 

Besides riding, McGowan’s 
future has him walking down the 
aisle in July. His marriage to 
Nicole Long will add the title of 
mother-in-law to an owner he 
rides for. Naomi Long may be 
just as excited to see her daugh¬ 
ter and McGowan exchange 
vows as she was when her horse 
Sweet Music and McGowan 
orchestrated a thrilling come- 
from-behind victory in the 
$150,000 BB&T “Cavada” West 
Virginia Breeders Classic last 
October ($111.80 win mutuel). 

“He’s a fine rider and an 
excellent young man,” Naomi 
Long said. 'We are all thrilled 
about the future.” 

Travis Dunkelberger made 
a dash at the title, with seven vic¬ 
tories over the last week of the 
meet, but the dominant force in 
Charles Town’s jockey colony 
the last half-dozen years had to 
settle for second (33 wins from 
184 mounts). Anthony Mawing 
and Paul Nicol finished in a 
dead heat for third with 31 victo¬ 
ries each. They were followed by 
Charles Forrest (24 wins), Juan 
Ortega (23) and Jesus Sanchez 
( 22 ). 


From blue chip stocks to 
blue-light specials, everybody is 
looking for a sure thing in life. 
Could such a prize possibly be 
pursued at a parimutuel venue? 
Is there a magic formula that 
provides unquestionable profits? 

Over the meet’s three-month 
duration, jockey Michael Pin¬ 
dell had a total of 127 mounts 
and 19 winners with an average 
winning payoff of more than 
$19. A two-dollar win wager on 
each ride would have called for 
an investment of $254, but 
would have produced a $100 
profit. Dwayne Grafton’s six 
wins, with an average winning 
payoff of $22.27, came from 38 
rides. Thus, patrons could have 
doubled their money by betting 
on the jockey to win every time. 

Also offering lucrative oppor¬ 
tunities were trainers Gerald 
Bast, Leonard Downs, Nancy 
Tillotta, Claudia Gillions, Cyn¬ 
thia Wever, Joseph Yourchisin, 
Preston Herbst and Raimondo 
Schiano di Cola. As a group they 
combined for 230 starts and won 
49 races. A two-dollar wager to 
win on all of their starts ($460 
investment), even when they 
were competing in the same 
races, would have returned $686 
for a profit of $226. 

And while speaking of solid 
and secure performers, let’s not 
forget the four-legged stars of 
the show. Texas Oasis and 
Cobbley’s Mark each has a per¬ 
fect three-for-three mark in 
2003. □ 



"Air ride" van with closed-circuit TV [] breed and return [] 
service to all regional tracks [] all major credit cards accepted 

800-736-5709 • 410-429-0993 (H) • 443-250-7277 (C) 
U.S.D.O.T. Lie. # 865572 www.epochfarm.com/transport.htm 


Thanks to you. .. THIS IS OUR 80™ YEAR! 



Farmers Cooperative Association, Inc. (800) 255-0023 

Frederick, MD (Exit #55 off 1-70) Delivery Available 
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NTRA Contact 
Information 

(800) 722-3287 
www.ntra.com 

NTRA/ Breeders’ Cup 

PO Box 4230, 40544-4230 
2525 Harrodsburg Road 
Lexington, Kentucky 40504 
Phone: 859-223-5444 
Fax: 859-223-3945 


The NTRA’s 2002-2003 Annual Report will be mailed at the end of April to NTRA members. 

Financial Highlights 

NTRA’s $60.4 million budget for 2003 includes approximately $8.9 million allocated to 
television, $5.6 million to sponsorship, $18.3 million to advertising, marketing and 
promotions, $19.1 million to purses and awards, $1 million to legislative and regulatory 
programs, $5.1 million to general and administrative expenses and $2.25 million in special 
contributions to the Wagering Integrity Alliance. 

Television 

NTRA Productions produces more than 90 percent of the horseracing programming on 
national television. Its coverage includes more than 60 races from 21 racetracks for the “Road 
to the World Thoroughbred Championships” on the ESPN networks and “Wire to Wire,” 
ESPN’s weekly racing program, whose ratings have soared 76 percent. 

Group Purchasing 

NTRA Purchasing passed on $3.5 million in savings to NTRA members in 2002, offering 
products and services from FedEx, Sherwin-Williams, John Deere and others. 

Sponsorship 

In 2002 NTRA grew its national sponsors list from three to nine, including Bessemer Trust, 
John Deere, NetJets, Long John Silver’s, Alberto-Culver, FedEx, Guinness, Toshiba and 
SEGA. NTRA lias combined group purchasing sales and sponsorship, giving its marketing 
partners a quantifiable return on investment as well as brand-building and media benefits. 

Advertising, Marketing and Promotions 

NTRA’s consumer promotions for 2003 will feature participation by Guinness, SEGA, Long 
John Silver’s and John Deere. Marketing will focus on “Seabiscuit” and the 20th running of 
the Breeders’ Cup. Improved marketing lias produced continued growth in consumer interest 
in horseracing. For the third consecutive year, fan interest in racing has increased. 

Horseracing has moved from 14th to 11th in overall popularity among sports fans. 

Legislative Programs 

Legislative priorities for 2003 include 

• Growth of the Congressional Horse Caucus, formed to educate members of Congress about 
the horseracing industry; 

• Continued lobbying to maintain horseracing’s exemption from proposed bans on Internet 
gaming; 

• Elimination of the 30 percent withholding on wagers made by foreign bettors on American 
races, which would enable the global expansion of U.S. simulcasting; and 

• Increasing the withholding and minimum reporting levels on pari-mutuel winnings by 
United States-based horseplayers. 


NTRA New York 


To request an Annual Report, e-mail ntra@ntra.com or call (800) 792-NTRA. 


444 Madison Avenue 


Suite 503 

New York, New York 10022 
Phone: 212-907-9280 
Fax: 212-907-9281 




The NTRA exists to do two things...to increase the popularity of horseracing and improve economic conditions in the industry. 








Xanthus Farms’ 
2003 Stallion Roster 







CLASH BY NIGHT 


Conquistador Cielo—Reina Terra, by Blushing Groom (Fr) 

Multiple stakes winner (Northern Dancer S. Humphrey S. Finney S, 
Woodchopper H. etc.) and multiple graded stakes-placed (2nd G3 John 
B. Campbell H, etc.; 3rd G2 Ohio Derby, G3 Pennsylvania Derby, 
etc.). Winner of $624,194 over seven campaigns. By Horse of the Year 
CONQUISTADOR CIELO, sire of successful sires 
MARQUETRY, NORQUESTOR, MI CIELO, etc Out of 
multiple stakes producer REINA TERRA, dam of BRUSHING 
GLOOM ($491,600), Blushing Broad ($115,419), etc. 

$2,000 live foal 
reg. PA sire 
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DIGAMIST 
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Blushing Groom (Fr)—Disconiz, by Northern Dancer 

Sire of 19 stakes horses competing around the world, including 
Hollywood Park track record-holder Dig for It ($483,858, placed in 
the G1 Pacific Classic S, G2 Bel Air H, etc.), champions 
ROMANONO (in Panama) and Kalaf (in Austria), $221,083-eamer 
SECOND CHANCE (Ire), READY (group winner in Hong Kong), 
$100,000 stakes winner PATUXENT RIVER, Australian stakes 
winner CITY SLICKER, etc Out of the NORTHERN DANCER 
mare DISCONIZ, a G3 stakes winner of $197,550. Winner of the 
six-furlong Phoenix Stakes-Gl at 2. 

Private contract 

nominated to Breeders’ Cup; reg. PA sire 


QUARRY 


WS $ffS0fM03 
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Forty Niner—Bound, by Nijinsky II 

By emerging sire of sires FORTY NINER, sire of END SWEEP, 
DISTORTED HUMOR, CORONADO’S QUEST, 

TWINING, etc. From the leading sire family of SADLER’S 
WELLS, NUREYEV, THATCH and FAIRY KING. Out of a 
stakes-winning full sister to NUMBER, dam of NUMEROUS, 
JADE ROBBERY, CHEQUER, etc Half-brother to LIMIT 
(Busanda S, graded stakes-placed) and Liable ($235,021). 


$1,500 live foal 

nominated to Breeders’ Cup; reg. PA sire 



WESTERN ECHO 


ptHHS 






of 

Eastern Echo—Cherry d’Or, by Cassaleria 1 

PENNSYLVANIA’S LEADING FRESHMAN SIRE OF 2002 

by earnings, number of winners and wins. Sire of eight winners from 
14 starters in his first crop. G3 winner, multiple graded stakes 
performer (won or placed in 16 stakes). Brilliantly fast winner of 
$608,716 over five campaigns with top Beyer ratings of 112, 110 and 
107 (three times). 

$2,000 live foal 
nominated to Breeders’ Cup; reg. PA sire 

EXCEPTIONAL STALLIONS • EXCEPTIONAL MARE CARE 
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STALLION NEWS 


by Cindy Deubler 



Smarten was photographed in March 2002 in his paddock at Northview Stallion Station, the 
property that served as his home throughout his 19-year career at stud. He was pensioned in 1999. 


SMARTEN 

LEAVES 

INDELIBLE 

LEGACY 


S marten—a Maryland-bred 
champion, half-brother to | 
an Eclipse Award winner g 
and one of Maryland's leading 3 
sires for two decades—was 
euthanized on March 31 due to 
infirmities of old age at his long¬ 
time home at Northview 
Stallion Station in Chesapeake 
City, Md. The 27-year-old son of 
Cyane was buried on the farm 
where he had been a pensioner 
since 1999. 

Smarten entered stud at 
Windfields Farm, the current 
site of Northview Stallion 
Station, in 1980 after a two-year 
career in which he earned 
$716,426 from 27 starts. The 
handsome brown colt with four 
white feet was campaigned by 
his breeder Jim Ryan of Ryehill 
Farm and Robert Kirkham, who 
had purchased a half-interest in 
Smarten as a yearling. 

Smarten won eight stakes, all 
at different tracks, and placed in 
10 others, including a second in 
the Travers Stakes-Gl. Trained 
by Hall of Famer Woody 
Stephens, Smarten earned most 
of his riches by avoiding con¬ 
temporary Spectacular Bid. A 
well-planned campaign saw the 
3-year-old ship up and down the 
East Coast and throughout the 
Midwest. In the course of three 
months, Smarten captured six 


CORRECTION 

YARROW BRAE stands at 
Murmur Farm in 
Darlington, Md., for $4,000 
live foal. His stud fee was 
incorrect in the April 
Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred. 


consecutive stakes, four of them 
Derbies—the Illinois, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, Ohio and American—and 
set a new track record of 1:47% 
while winning the mile and an 
eighth Ohio Derby-G2 at 
Thisdedown. Stephens described 
the colt as “a tough sucker.. . He 
could get off the plane and just 
run anywhere they put up the 
money.” 

Smarten finished in the 
money 21 times, 11 of them vic¬ 
tories, and won stakes from 
seven furlongs to a mile and a 
quarter, on both dirt and turf. 
When he retired, Smarten 
ranked third on the all-time 
Maryland-bred money-earners 
list and was named state-bred 
champion 3-year-old colt. That 
same season, his half-sister 
Smart Angle earned an Eclipse 
Award as the nation’s top 2-year- 
old filly. 

With solid racing credentials 
and a pedigree to match—his 
dam Smartaire (by *Quibu) was 
also the dam of graded stakes 
winner Quadratic and would 
later produce stakes winner Smart 
Heiress, dam of millionaire 
Homebuilder—Smarten seemed 
destined to be a top sire. The 
strength of his first crop of 27 
foals fulfilled the promise. 

Smarten was represented by 
two juvenile stakes winners in 
1983—Grade 1 Sapling Stakes 
winner Smart n Slick and Italian 
winner Southern Arrow, who 
would capture a Group 1 race 


the following season. The next 
season his most acclaimed off¬ 
spring, Classy ’n Smart, was 
Canada’s champion 3-year-old 
filly after winning five of nine 
starts, including the Canadian 
Oaks-Gl, in her only season on 
the track. 

Classy ’n Smart was named 
Canada’s broodmare of the year 
in 1991 after producing Canadian 
horse of the year and Eclipse 
Award winner Dance Smartly, 
one of the finalists on this year’s 
National Museum of Racing and 
Hall of Fame ballot. Classy ’n 
Smart is also the dam of Grade 1 
winners Smart Strike, sire of two 
2002 Canadian champions, and 
Full of Wonder, as well as addi¬ 
tional graded winner Strike 
Smartly, and is the granddam of 
champions Dancethruthedawn 
and Hello Seattle and Queen’s 
Plate winner Scatter the Gold. 

Smarten sired 48 stakes win¬ 
ners, 13 graded, from 600 named 
foals in 19 crops. When he 
retired from stud duty, he led all 
Maryland sires on both the gen¬ 
eral and 2-year-old lifetime sires 
lists. His total progeny earnings 
are approaching $27 million; his 
2-year-olds earned nearly $3.8 
million. 

In addition to three Grade/ 
Group 1 winners in his first crop, 
Smarten is the sire of Grade 1 
winners Prenup ($428,142, 
Jerome H-Gl, etc.) and Dance 
Teacher ($327,800, Ladies H- 
Gl, etc.). 


Prenup is one of five sons of 
Smarten standing at stud in the 
Mid-Atlantic region. Another is 
Smarten’s leading earner Smart 
Alec, a graded stakes-winning 
sprinter who earned $629,998. 
Prenup, Smart Alec and Green¬ 
spring Willy, who also stands in 
the region, each captured the 
Maryland Million Sprint Handi¬ 
cap. Smarten sired a total of 
seven winners of Maryland 
Million events. 

Smarten’s top female money- 
winner, two-time Maryland-bred 
champion Smart ’n Noble, won 
nine stakes over three seasons, 
including the Grade 2 Barbara 
Fritchie Handicap, and amassed 
$527,564. 

Smarten’s daughters have 
become highly prized brood¬ 
mares and are the producers of 
nearly 50 stakes winners. In 
addition to the accomplishments 
of Classy ’n Smart, Smarten’s 
daughter Excellent Lady is the 
dam of multimillionaire General 
Challenge, winner of the Santa 
Anita Handicap-Gl, Pacific Clas- 
sic-Gl and Santa Anita Derby- 
Gl, as well as Grade 1-winning 
juvenile Notable Career. 
Smarten’s stakes-placed daugh¬ 
ter Catch On Quick produced 
$533,505-earner Looie Capote 
and $328,203-earner Fast Catch, 
both graded stakes winners. The 
winning Smarten mare Smarten- 
of is the dam of graded stakes- 
winning juvenile Touch Love. 
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They love his babies! 


“Expelled’s foals look like clones of Exbourne progeny—black, athletic 
and full of presence. Expelled has greatly improved the foals of mares that 
had previously disappointed us when bred to many of the top sires in 
Kentucky.” Qarrett O’Rourke 

Juddmonte manager 

“Offspring are very athletic, with a good hip and lots of balance.” 

Becky Thomas 
Sequel Bloodstock 

“Consistently good quality. I fully expect Expelled to have top runners in 
2003.” Pat Costello 

Leading consignor 
Paramount Sales 

“. . . well-balanced, smart, very forward and willing to train. Expelled 
should have precocious 2-year-olds.” Randy Miles 

Leading 2YO consignor 

EXPELLED 

Explodenf—Social Lesson i, by Forum 

First crop 2-year-olds of 2003 
Watch for them in the winner's circle 

EXPELLED is a Grade 1 winner of $406,188, TOP SOCIALITE ($521,944) and to the dam 
and full brother to Gl millionaire of multimillionaire AFFIRMED SUCCESS. 

EXBOURNE, sire of 21% Stakes horses in Breeders’ Cup nominated, VBF registered 

only three crops. Half-brother to 





STALLION NEWS 


SHELTER HALF 
GONE AT 28 



Shelter Half had a long and successful stud career at Glade Valley Farms 
in Frederick, Md. A top sprinter during his own racing days, he is represented 
by 21 stakes winners and continues to earn renown as a broodmare sire. 


L ongtime Maryland sire Shel¬ 
ter Half, who entered stud in 
1981 and stood his entire 
career at Glade Valley Farms 
near Frederick, Md., was 
humanely destroyed on March 
25 due to infirmities of old age. 
He was 28. 

It was 25 years ago that the 
Virginia-bred son of Tentam 
burst on the racing scene with a 
smashing victory in Pimlico’s 
six-furlong Hirsch Jacobs Stakes 
over Star de Naskra, a result that 
tempted his owners, the brothers 
John A. Manfuso Jr. and Robert 
T. Manfuso and George W. 
Huguely III and Geoffrey A. 
Huguely—who raced under the 
nom de course of Fourbros 


Stable—and trainer Toughy 
Hacker to consider running in 
the Preakness Stakes. However, 
the colt was kept at sprint dis¬ 
tances and recorded 14 victories 
in 31 starts, with five seconds 
and eight thirds, for earnings of 
$236,337 while racing through 
age 5. 

Shelter Half won six stakes, 
including the Select Handicap at 
Monmouth Park by six lengths 
in 1:08%, just two-fifths off the 
track record, the Phoenix Handi¬ 
cap at Keeneland and the Grave¬ 
send Handicap at Aqueduct. 

Fourbros Stable retired and 
syndicated their stakes winner, 
retaining a number of shares. 
When his first crop of 18 foals 


reached the races in 1984, 
Shelter Half had eight juvenile 
winners (three stakes winners) 
from 11 starters, topped by 
Pilgrim Stakes-G3 winner Tent 
Up. The first-year stallion ranked 
third on Maryland’s 2-year-old 
sires list behind only Smarten 
and Northern Dancer. 

Shelter Half has sired 21 
stakes winners, his leading earn¬ 
er being his remarkable daughter 
In the Curl ($749,891), who won 
26 of 85 starts, with 10 stakes 
wins and 23 stakes placings. 
Shelter Half’s gelded son Born 
to Shop amassed $538,373, with 
22 victories from 63 starts, while 
winning or placing in 20 stakes. 
Another durable runner was 
multiple graded stakes-placed 
Golden Tent, who raced for 11 
seasons, made 118 starts and 
won 21 times, with 27 seconds 
and 18 thirds, for earnings of 
$733,887. 

Shelter Half has 367 named 
foals from 20 crops, including 
two just-turned yearlings in his 
final crop. His 293 starters have 
earned $13.8 million. 

A number of Shelter Half’s 
daughters have gone on to 
become top-class producers. 
Cruising Haven, a foal of 1988, 
is the dam of $891,500-earner 
Royal Haven, a multiple graded 
stakes-winning sprinter who was 


named Maryland-bred champion 
older male of 1997, and current 
runner Belterra, winner of the 

2001 Golden Rod Stakes-G2 at 2 
and multiple graded stakes-placed 
with earnings of $324,859. 
Cruising Haven was sold by her 
breeder Robert Manfuso at the 

2002 Keeneland November sale 
for $600,000 in foal to 
Unbridled’s Song. 

Also out of Shelter Half mares 
are $724,532-earner and Mary¬ 
land-bred champion Weather 
Vane and graded stakes winner 
Latin Dancer. 

Shelter Half’s stakes-winning 
daughter Cranberry Muffin was 
represented by two sales horses 
last year—her first foal, a 2-year- 
old filly by Wild Rush, brought 
$475,000 and her Two Punch 
yearling filly sold for $225,000. 

Bred by the estate of Chris¬ 
topher T. Chenery out of Gay 
Matelda, a talented race mare 
who counted the Alabama 
Stakes among her nine victories 
and earned $409,945, Shelter 
Half was sold as a yearling to 
Fourbros Stable at the 1976 
Eastern Fall sale in Timonium 
for $14,500. 

In addition to Shelter Half, 
Gay Matelda (by Sir Gaylord) is 
the dam of graded winner Reine 
Mathilde and stakes winner Not 
a Mistake. 


First winners 

JOHN WILLY, b., 1990, by Afleet— 
Asusual, by First Landing; John 
Mikulski and Deer Run Farm at Deer 
Run Farm, 1181 Telegraph Rd.,West 
Chester, PA 19380. (610) 696-5991, 
fax 431-9991; e-mail: deerrunfarm 
©prodigy.com. $2,000 live foal, 
payable when foal stands and nurses, 
special consideration to Pa. mares. 

FLEET WILLY, f.99, out of Am an Eagle, 
by Amber Eagle. Philadelphia Park 
March 24, M8000, 7 fur. B/0-Roger E. 
Legg (Pa.). Value to winner $6,360. 

Stallions new to region 

SANDL0T STAR, b., 1998, by Seattle Slew 
—Lady Madonna, by Chief’s Crown. 

2 wins, $60,960. American Thorough¬ 
bred Corporation at Locust Knoll 
Farm, Ranson, W.Va. 25438. Contact: 
Dennis B. Danley, manager, Rt. 3, 
Box 1035, Harpers Ferry, W.Va. 
25425. (304) 724-5043, fax (304) 
725-3526. www.American-Thorough 
bred-Corporation.com; e-mail: corp 

offices@American-Thoroughbred- 
Corporation.com. Private contract. 
Stands first season in 2003. 

STRITZEL, dk.b./br., 1995, by Forty Niner 
—Jetting Angel, by Tri Jet. 5 wins, 
$162,492. Beau Ridge Farm, 498 
Henshaw Rd., Bunker Hill, W.Va. 
25413. (304) 229-3226, fax 229- 
4465. $500 live foal. Stands first 
season in 2003. 

Deceased 

SECRET FIRM, b„ 1995, by Secret Hello 
—Firm Mist, by Affirmed. Stood at 
Elberton Hill Farm, Darlington, Md. 
SHELTER HALF, b„ 1975, by Tentam— 
Gay Matelda, by Sir Gaylord. Stood at 
Glade Valley Farms Inc., Frederick Md. 

SMARTEN, dk.b./br„ 1976, by Cyane— 
Smartaire, by *Quibu. Stood at North- 
view Stallion Station, Chesapeake 
City, Md. 
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STALLION NEWS 


BEAU RIDGE FARM 
GETS STRITZEL 


JOHN WILLY’S 
FIRST IS FLEET 


J ohn McKee and Cynthia 
O’Bannon have added the 
Forty Niner horse Stritzel to 
their Beau Ridge Farm roster in 
Bunker Hill, WVa., for 2003. The 
8-year-old stallion stands his first 
season for $500 as the property 
of Beau Ridge. 

Stritzel was an allowance win¬ 
ner of five races and $162,492 
over a six-year career that took 
him across the U.S. as well as to 
Puerto Rico and Canada. The 
dark bay is out of the winning 
Tri Jet mare Jetting Angel, who 
has also produced multiple 
Grade 1 winner and $1,512,575- 
earner Wekiva Springs. 

Wekiva Springs was one of 
the top handicap horses of 1996 


when he captured the Grade 1 
Suburban and Gulfstream Park 
Handicaps as well as the Brook¬ 
lyn Handicap-G2. The gray won 

10 of his 21 lifetime starts, six of 
his wins coming in stakes com¬ 
pany. 

Jetting Angel has produced 

11 winners from 14 foals, six 
with earnings of more than 
$100,000. Her stakes-winning 
daughter Diamond Sunjet 
($132,187, Minaret S, etc.) is the 
dam of stakes winners Guess 
and Runaway Choice. Jetting 
Angel is also the dam of stakes - 
placed Indomable ($184,039) 
and Thinkernot ($154,957). 
Another son, Tibet, has amassed 
$207,808. 


J ohn Willy, a son of Afleet 
who stands at Deer Run 
Farm in West Chester, Pa., 
got his first winner when Fleet 
Willy bounded away to an eight 
and three-quarter-length score in 
a seven-furlong maiden race at 
Philadelphia Park on March 24. 

A 4-year-old filly out of the 
Amber Eagle mare Am an Eagle, 
Fleet Willy was bred in Pennsyl¬ 
vania by Roger Legg and cam¬ 
paigns for her breeder. She is 
trained by James Connor III. 

John Willy entered stud in 
1998 after racing five seasons, 
winning 11 of 61 starts, finishing 
second nine times, third 12 times 
and earning $131,979. 

Out of Asusual, by First 
Landing, John Willy is a half¬ 


brother to graded stakes-placed 
Roguish Prince ($283,112, Prairie 
Meadows Derby, 2nd What a 
Pleasure S-G3, etc.), Ascool 
($207,268, Northern Dancer S, 
etc.) and National Energy 
($202,399, Juvenile S, etc.). His 
second dam is stakes winner 
Extravehicular. 

John Willy is the sire of five 
foals in his first crop, all of 
whom have started, including 
the placed runners Fleeter and 
Willing Maid. Owned by John 
Mikulski and Deer Run Farm, 
the 13-year-old stallion stands 
for $2,000 live foal, with special 
consideration to Pennsylvania 
foaling mares. 


SEATTLE SLEW SON 
TO WEST VIRGINIA 


S andlot Star, a multiple New 
York allowance winner, is 
standing his first season at 
Locust Knoll Farm in Ranson, 
W.Va. Owned by American 
Thoroughbred Corporation, the 
5-year-old stands for private con¬ 
tract. According to manager 
Dennis Danley, the bay is “a gor¬ 
geous horse—stocky and power¬ 
ful—and easy to work with.” 

A son of Seatde Slew who 
sold as a yearling at Saratoga for 


$555,000, Sandlot Star raced one 
season, making four starts at 3, 
with two wins and a second, and 
earning $60,960. He broke his 
maiden on the turf at Saratoga 
by prompting the pace in the 
mile and a sixteenth event before 
drawing clear over nine rivals to 
win by three and three-quarter 
lengths as odds-on favorite. 

Sandlot Star came right back 
to take a one-mile allowance at 
Belmont Park on the main track, 


leading every step of the way to 
post a three and a half-length 
score. Future Grade 1 winner 
Evening Attire was in the beaten 
field. 

Out of Lady Madonna (by 
Chief’s Crown), Sandlot Star is a 
half-brother to the filly Pelican 
Island, who sold for $2.1 million 
at the 2001 Keeneland September 
Yearling sale. Sandlot Star’s sec¬ 
ond dam is the multiple stakes- 
winning mare Lake Champlain 
(Ire), a daughter of Kings Lake 
who is the dam of stakes winners 
Saranac Lake and Alashir. 

Appearing under third dam 
Sensibility are champion turf 
runners Theatrical (Ire), one of 


the nation’s leading sires who 
earned $2.9 million and won six 
Grade 1 races, including the 
Breeders’ Cup Turf, during his 
championship season in 1987, 
and Paradise Creek, a winner of 
four Grade 1 races, including the 
Arlington Million, with earnings 
of more than $3.4 million. 

Other top-class runners in the 
family include champion 2-year- 
old filly Landaluce, Italian cham¬ 
pion Prince Royal, millionaire 
Forbidden Apple, Grade 1 win¬ 
ner Wild Event and top Japanese 
runner Taiki Blizzard, who 
earned more than $5.5 million. 



STALLS 

IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE 


1.4 miles from race track. Includes 
EuroXciser and inside shedrows in new barns. 

Nine-stall minimum. 

Call Lorraine Barberino at (954) 205-6755 
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STALLION NEWS 


SECRET FIRM DEAD Jazz Club’s first foal 


G raded stakes-winning sprinter 
Secret Firm died of an 
apparent heart attack in his 
stall at Elberton Hill Farm in 
Darlington, Md., on March 26. 
The 8-year-old stallion had cov¬ 
ered a mare earlier in the morn¬ 
ing, according to farm manager 
Amy Hopkins Daney. 

Secret Firm, a son of Secret 
Hello out of the Affirmed mare 
Firm Mist, was standing his third 
season at stud. The solidly built 
bay horse stood his first two sea¬ 
sons at Green Willow Farms in 
Westminster and moved to 
Elberton Hill this year. He has 
17 reported foals in his first 
crop, yearlings of 2003, and had 
covered six of an expected book 
of 30 mares this spring, reported 
Daney. 

A winner of seven of 10 
starts over three seasons of com¬ 


petition, Secret Firm earned 
$242,717. The talented runner 
captured Saratoga’s King’s 
Bishop Stakes-G2 while getting 
seven furlongs in 1:22% and fin¬ 
ished in a dead heat for first in 
the six-furlong Amsterdam 
Stakes-G3, also at Saratoga. 
Other victories included two in 
allowance company at Laurel 
Park—seven furlongs in track 
record-equaling time of 1:21%, 
and six furlongs in 1:08%, four- 
fifths off the track record. 

Bred in Kentucky by Mrs. 
J.G. Jones Sr., Secret Firm cam¬ 
paigned in the name of William 
and Phyllis Dixon’s Me a Culpa 
Stables. William Dixon pur¬ 
chased the colt out of the sta¬ 
ble’s dispersal in December 1999 
and retained ownership until 
selling him to Elberton Hill this 
year. 


First foal from the first crop of Jazz Club, a multiple graded stakes- 
winning son of Dixieland Band, was born February 28 from William 
M. Rickman Sr.’s mare Suzie Snowflake (by Frosty the Snowman). 



Eldorv Vomjvw 

LURAY, VIRGINIA 

New 12-stall barn with lighted arena and jumps, 
four self-watered paddocks with run-ins, new 
apartment, within one hour of two show circuits. 

$4,500/month 

An ideal setup for your training operation. 

Lindy & Jim Yates 

540.778.2123 


Graceland Meadows 

Quality hay and straw from 
some of the highest meadows 
in Pennsylvania 

Toll Free (866) 662-4211 

Mixed Hay, Timothy, Alfalfa & Shavings 


EuroXciser Maintenance Free 

No Chain or Belt + Galvanized Steel 

PRO-Lite Series : is Mph 

4 horse 50’ diameter Only $ 5,680.00 

PRO-Series: 22 Mph 

4, 5 or 6 horse from 55’ to 72’ diameter 

PRO-Series Ceiling Mounted: 

Maximize use of building, use inside ring 


Also Available: Fences (4 models), Track Cover, Choice of Partitions, 
Pre-Programmed Controller, Installation, Financing and more... 

Tel: (877) 772-EURO (3876) www.euroxciser.com 




GMC TRUCKS 

WE ARE 
PROFESSIONAL 
GRADE 


CAPITOL BUICK PONTIAC GMC 
Contact: Robert Wolff 

(240) 737-1517 
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STALLION RANKINGS 


Mid-Atlantic region leading sires in 2003 


Top 65 stallions who currently stand or concluded their careers in Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia. 
These statistics were supplied by Bloodstock Research Information Services (BRIS). Exact date is at the discretion of BRIS. 
f Denotes freshman sire. The following statistics, compiled on April 10, reflect 2003 earnings only. 




Foals 

Runners 

Starts 

Winners 

Races 

Won 

Leading Earner 

Earnings 

%>WnrsJ 

Runners 

AvgJ 

Runner 

1. 

Eastern Echo (Md) 

372 

43 

120 

14 

20 

Buddy Gil ($668,730) 

$874,057 

33 

$20,327 

2. 

Allen’s Prospect (Md) 

821 

102 

286 

33 

43 

Undercover ($92,610) 

804,225 

32 

7,885 

3. 

Not For Love (Md) 

275 

81 

226 

28 

42 

Love Happy ($82,080) 

770,418 

35 

9,511 

4. 

Two Punch (Md) 

650 

84 

232 

30 

36 

Boxer Girl ($62,733) 

681,628 

36 

8,115 

5. 

Partner’s Hero (Md) 

102 

26 

72 

9 

14 

New York Hero ($367,800) 

622,141 

35 

23,929 

6. 

Polish Numbers (deceased) 

441 

69 

190 

21 

28 

Belleski ($65,400) 

573,915 

30 

8,318 

7. 

Defrere (NJ) 

239 

53 

167 

16 

19 

Defrere’s Vixen ($84,300) 

523,256 

30 

9,873 

8. 

Citidancer (Md) 

277 

42 

134 

17 

24 

Cherokee’s Boy ($96,000) 

445,154 

40 

10,599 

9. 

Patton (Pa) 

227 

60 

197 

22 

30 

Pk’s Gal ($42,070) 

411,545 

37 

6,859 

10. 

Prospect Bay (Va) 

171 

47 

150 

18 

23 

Wonderful Prospect ($58,350) 

351,573 

38 

7,480 

11. 

Miner’s Mark (Pa) 

240 

63 

181 

19 

23 

Minor’s Gold ($34,500) 

317,399 

30 

5,038 

12. 

Waquoit (Md) 

475 

52 

160 

17 

24 

Tuleyries ($40,960) 

311,140 

33 

5,983 

13. 

Ponche (Pa) 

92 

29 

92 

5 

6 

Spensive ($162,220) 

309,127 

17 

10,660 

14. 

Norquestor (deceased) 

338 

44 

132 

16 

23 

My Request ($56,460) 

305,180 

36 

6,936 

15. 

In Case (Md) 

223 

55 

154 

15 

17 

Introspect ($62,720) 

300,017 

27 

5,455 

16. 

Prenup (Va) 

93 

25 

72 

12 

15 

Slider ($148,200) 

289,732 

48 

11,589 

17. 

Carnivalay (Md) 

553 

49 

141 

16 

18 

Carnie’s Dancer ($73,025) 

283,116 

33 

5,778 

18. 

Concern (Md) 

141 

39 

108 

13 

16 

Term Sheet ($54,000) 

271,994 

33 

6,974 

19. 

Appealing Skier (Md) 

106 

35 

99 

11 

12 

Skier’s Gift ($42,480) 

230,127 

31 

6,575 

20. 

Meadow Monster (Md) 

59 

20 

49 

11 

14 

Haunted Lass ($36,200) 

229,979 

55 

11,499 

21. 

Kokand (WV) 

272 

43 

127 

11 

16 

Attainable ($30,420) 

221,747 

26 

5,157 

22. 

Caller 1. D. (Pa) 

384 

47 

151 

12 

16 

My First Lady ($34,650) 

220,260 

26 

4,686 

23. 

Wayne County (Ire) (Md) 

131 

31 

89 

12 

14 

Hindsight ($29,000) 

218,103 

39 

7,036 

24. 

Housebuster (Va) 

371 

40 

125 

12 

17 

Do Whats Right ($34,950) 

205,884 

30 

5,147 

25. 

Judge Smells (deceased) 

549 

41 

125 

11 

16 

Bensalem ($48,748) 

182,868 

27 

4,460 

26. 

Roanoke (Pa) 

337 

32 

106 

12 

12 

Native Two Stepper ($21,000) 

175,617 

38 

5,488 

27. 

Secret Hello (deceased) 

248 

33 

99 

13 

17 

Admiral Albert ($28,961) 

171,424 

39 

5,195 

28. 

Peteski (deceased) 

277 

29 

82 

11 

12 

Royal Spy ($45,000) 

162,974 

38 

5,620 

29. 

Valiant Nature (WV) 

125 

20 

51 

8 

10 

Harley Quinn ($57,970) 

161,524 

40 

8,076 

30. 

Explosive Red (WV) 

247 

46 

137 

10 

13 

Yashari ($17,500) 

157,165 

22 

3,417 

31. 

Corporate Report (Pa) 

338 

42 

140 

11 

12 

Tarasina ($16,422) 

146,766 

26 

3,494 

32. 

Cat’s Career (Pa) 

159 

35 

103 

9 

10 

Whats What ($50,400) 

145,301 

26 

4,151 

33. 

Deputed Testamony (Md) 

394 

28 

92 

7 

10 

Allino ($23,360) 

144,788 

25 

5,171 

34. 

Deposit Ticket (Pa) 

370 

40 

102 

8 

8 

Deposit On Time ($25,950) 

143,166 

20 

3,579 

35. 

Makin (WV) 

24 

6 

18 

2 

5 

Native Heir ($79,280) 

135,950 

33 

22,658 

36. 

Digamist (Pa) 

251 

15 

51 

8 

11 

Birthday Gift ($23,409) 

134,452 

53 

8,963 

37. 

Hay Halo (Va) 

241 

25 

83 

5 

8 

Hay Princess ($50,000) 

131,712 

20 

5,268 

38. 

Fred Astaire (Va) 

444 

17 

47 

7 

11 

Did He Biteyou ($34,800) 

128,368 

41 

7,551 

39. 

Ameri Valay (Md) 

78 

26 

82 

7 

8 

Ameri Dream ($14,200) 

121,870 

27 

4,687 

40. 

Aaron’s Concorde (Md) 

106 

22 

58 

8 

9 

Wing Tips ($23,930) 

118,474 

36 

5,385 

41. 

Rinka Das (Md) 

124 

23 

76 

7 

8 

Chain Lightning ($14,007) 

110,591 

30 

4,808 

42. 

Horatius (pensioned) 

715 

34 

108 

6 

6 

Cabin Boy ($17,822) 

109,200 

18 

3,212 

43. 

Western Cat (WV) 

76 

22 

75 

7 

10 

Cat Genius ($45,000) 

107,424 

32 

4,883 

44. 

Fastness (Ire) (Pa) 

115 

25 

70 

3 

4 

Dervorghilla ($15,900) 

104,447 

12 

4,178 

45. 

Tri for the Gold (Pa) 

46 

13 

47 

6 

8 

Tri’s Passion ($33,320) 

103,439 

46 

7,957 

46. 

Bankbook (Pa) 

74 

16 

49 

10 

11 

Hidden Account ($24,600) 

100,010 

63 

6,251 

47. 

Storm Broker (Md) 

88 

18 

48 

4 

4 

Krebsie ($37,460) 

99,913 

22 

5,551 

48. 

My Boy Adam (WV) 

181 

31 

81 

6 

7 

Fancy Buckles ($22,200) 

98,593 

19 

3,180 

49. 

Above Normal (NC) 

74 

19 

78 

8 

8 

Hurricane Mike ($17,434) 

95,007 

42 

5,000 

50. 

Weshaam (WV) 

258 

26 

70 

6 

6 

Binbo ($15,040) 

92,505 

23 

3,558 

51. 

Run Softly (WV) 

98 

20 

57 

6 

7 

Run Away Artie ($27,500) 

91,827 

30 

4,591 

52. 

Oh Say (deceased) 

511 

18 

46 

6 

7 

Oh Sable ($18,420) 

84,250 

33 

4,681 

53. 

Private Interview (NJ) 

83 

11 

33 

6 

6 

Lady Lydia ($28,160) 

78,110 

55 

7,101 

54. 

De Niro (deceased) 

115 

22 

80 

6 

6 

Deniro’s Delight ($13,840) 

75,170 

27 

3,417 

55. 

Eastover Court (WV) 

86 

16 

45 

3 

5 

Covert ($25,330) 

74,831 

19 

4,677 

56. 

Green Alligator (Md) 

47 

8 

26 

4 

4 

Foolish Gator ($32,040) 

74,584 

50 

9,323 

57. 

Linkage (Va) 

308 

15 

47 

6 

7 

Tenerumi ($17,756) 

68,173 

40 

4,545 

58. 

Northern Idol (deceased) 

112 

13 

39 

6 

8 

Totally Precious ($23,610) 

65,966 

46 

5,074 

59. 

Flying Pidgeon (Pa) 

234 

17 

64 

5 

6 

Irish Pidgeon ($9,926) 

62,427 

29 

3,672 

60. 

Feel the Power (deceased) 

285 

19 

43 

4 

5 

Power Power ($22,320) 

61,618 

21 

3,243 

61. 

Foligno (Pa) 

146 

11 

34 

2 

3 

Racquet Man ($15,900) 

60,568 

18 

5,506 

62. 

Thirty Eight Paces (deceased) 

308 

11 

33 

4 

5 

Thundering Paces ($20,280) 

60,330 

36 

5,485 

63. 

Heff (deceased) 

128 

7 

28 

2 

5 

Poppa Corky ($29,065) 

60,083 

29 

8,583 

64. 

Manastash Ridge (deceased) 

210 

14 

37 

6 

7 

Sunshine Sandy ($17,600) 

59,347 

43 

4,239 

65. 

Goldlust (pensioned) 

223 

20 

50 

4 

4 

Mum’s Gold ($12,600) 

57,686 

20 

2,884 
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Virginia racing 

continued from page 30 

ed rate, the end result of long 
and tough negotiations that 
came together because everyone 
realized they had to work for the 
common good. 

“People seem to be focused 
on trying to make what they 
have work” Capps said. 
“There’s a pretty decent sense of 
cooperation there. What’s been 
gratifying is that even though 
people come from different 
places and have different opin¬ 
ions and angles, the discussions 
have always been very civil. At 
the end of the day, people 
always seemed to try and reach a 
reasonable conclusion. That’s 
refreshing. It doesn’t happen 
very often in horse racing. It 
demonstrated that people real¬ 
ized that if they didn’t reach rea¬ 
sonable conclusions they were 
probably going to end up with 
nothing.” 

As for racing dates. Colonial 
management knew that the best 
way to stay afloat was to offer a 
decent quality of racing in which 
the purses were high enough to 
attract Maryland horses and fill 
the hole in the Maryland racing 
schedule. The only way to do 
that was to spread out the avail¬ 
able purse money over a limited 
number of days, which kept 
purses in the range of $200,000 
a day. Colonial originally applied 
for just 27 days in 2003 but, as a 


compromise to the Virginia 
Racing Commission, will run for 
30 days. 

This year’s meet will also fea¬ 
ture a slightly improved stakes 
schedule with 14 added-money 
events. But it is the 2004 meet 
that is being targeted for a much 
improved stakes program that 
revolves around a planned turf 
festival, which was part of the 
contract worked out between 
horsemen and management. The 
Virginia Derby, already worth 
$500,000, is expected to be the 
centerpiece of the Virginia Turf 
Festival, which will give away $2 
million in purses for stakes. A race 
for 3-year-old fillies, the $200,000 
Virginia Oaks, is among the 
races on the drawing board. 

There is the promise for 
more racing in the near future. 

Under die agreement worked 
out between Colonial and the 
horsemen, the track is now fully 
committed to expanding to six 
OTBs. It will be able to do so 
because the horsemen have 
agreed to cut their percentage of 
handle from 6 percent to 4.5 per¬ 
cent on any bets placed at the 
new OTBs. The harness horse¬ 
men (Colonial will operate a 28- 
day Standardbred meet this year) 
have made similar concessions 
and the Maryland Jockey Club 
has also agreed to take a cut in its 
fees to move the OTBs forward. 
Account wagering is also in the 
offing. 

Colonial plans to build a sec¬ 
ond OTB in Richmond and to 


replace the one in Chesapeake 
with a shop closer to Virginia 
Beach. It will then make plans to 
open another facility, the sixth in 
its network. Estimates are that 
the new facilities will be in oper¬ 
ation by early 2004. 

Even under conservative esti¬ 
mates, the revenue from the new 
OTBs will allow Colonial to add 
another six to eight days of rac¬ 
ing while maintaining the current 
purse structure. The overall goals 
are to expand to 50 racing days 
within five years and to double 
handle during that time. To 
accomplish that, Colonial will no 
doubt have to add even more 
OTBs and may need to target 
the northern Virginia market, 
which would require separate 
joint agreements with the Mary¬ 
land Jockey Club. Previously, track 
management had no grounds for 
asking the legislature for more 
than six OTBs when it had failed 
to use all six slots. Soon, that will 
no longer be a problem. 

Colonial has managed to deal 
with the present-day realities and 
problems nicely, but those in the 
state’s racing industry know that 
the landscape is likely to undergo 
significant changes in the near 
future. Nearby states Delaware 
and West Virginia already have 
slot machines and they could 
soon be coming to Pennsylvania 
and Maryland. Virginians see 
very little chance that slots will 
be approved in their state, which 
means they soon could be facing 


a competitive disadvantage with 
the Maryland tracks. 

“Slot machines are some¬ 
thing that we talk about, but the 
reality of our legislature is that it 
is very conservative, particularly in 
the southern areas of the state,” 
said Debbie Easter, the president 
of the Virginia Thoroughbred 
Association. “If someone want¬ 
ed to offer us slots, of course 
we’d say yes. But an expansion of 
gambling would be very tough 
here. There is a large ultra-con¬ 
servative right wing to the legis¬ 
lature that would find it very 
tough to vote for them.” 

No one is quite sure what 
would happen should Maryland’s 
purses skyrocket to the point 
that Colonial can’t keep up. That 
could cause problems for the 
racing circuit that has been 
worked out between the two 
states, particularly if Colonial is 
able to expand its meet. One 
partial solution being discussed 
is a split meet, with some dates 
run in the spring. 

“Even if we are on the right 
track we can get run over if we 
sit still,” Burnett said. “Yes, we 
have turned a corner, but anoth¬ 
er corner is right in front of us. M 

Those, however, are issues 
for another day. Colonial Downs’s 
2003 meet will open June 13 and 
conclude July 22. There are sure 
to be big fields, decent handle 
and something Virginia racing 
hasn’t seen in a long time: opti¬ 
mism for the future. 
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Mid-Atlantic-bred 
stakes winners 

MD-bred: NEW YORK HERO, P DAY, UNDERCOVER. 


NEW YORK HERO 
EN ROUTE TO 
TRIPLE CROWN 


ew York Hero, a son of 
Maryland’s 2002 leading 
freshman sire Partner’s 
Hero, established himself as a 
Triple Crown contender with a 
hard-fought neck score in the 
Grade 2 Lane’s End Stakes on 
March 22 at Turfway Park. 

The mile and an eighth 
Lane’s End marked a big step up 
in competition for the Maryland- 
bred colt, who was unraced at 2 
and had earlier won two of four 
starts, all in allowance company 
on the inner track at Aqueduct, 
at a distance of a mile and 70 
yards or less. 

New York Hero, owned by 
Ernie Paragallo’s Paraneck Stable 
and trained by Jennifer Pedersen, 
was bred in partnership by Dark 
Hollow Farm (David and JoAnn 
Hayden) and William Beats on, 


and sold for a bargain $6,000 at 
the 2001 Keeneland September 
Yearling sale. Bloodstock agent 
Buzz Chace bought the colt, on 
Paragallo’s account, for $135,000 
at the 2002 Fasig-TiptonMidlantic 
Two-Year-Olds in Training sale. 

New York Hero, out of the 
John Alden mare Nin Two, was 
the sixth-highest-priced colt in 
that 2-year-old auction. 

Nin Two, a hard-trying race 
mare, campaigned for six sea¬ 
sons, making 85 starts and log¬ 
ging 17 wins, 16 seconds and 
nine thirds, earning $80,639. She 
is a half-sister to three stakes 
horses, including 1987 Maryland 
Million Distaff Handicap win¬ 
ner Ms. Rutledge. 

Purchased by the Haydens 
and Beatson for $19,000 at the 
1998 Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 




February Mixed sale (in foal to 
Rinka Das), Nin Two produced 
New York Hero as her fourth 
foal and second stakes per¬ 
former. Her 1997 Smarten colt 
Trams finished second in the 
1999 Maryland Million Nursery 
and earned $91,470. 

Still a member of the brood¬ 
mare band at the Haydens’ Dark 


Hollow Farm in Upperco, Md., 
Nin Two has a 2-year-old Wekiva 
Springs filly who is consigned to 
this year’s Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 
Two-Year-Olds in Training sale, 
and a yearling colt by Runaway 
Groom. She did not produce a 
foal this season, but conceived 
to Not For Love on a February 
cover. 


Maryland-bred 


NEW YORK HERO 


Lane’s End Stakes-G2 

$500,000-guaranteed, V/a mi., 3-year-olds. Turfway Park, March 22. 


Northern Dancer 

Danzig 

Pas de Nom 

Partner’s Hero 

Winning Hit 

Safely Home 

Arc Lamp 

New York Hero, dk.b./br.c., 2000 

Speak John 

John Alden 

Nicoma 

Nin Two 

Insubordination 

Snared 

Captive Audience 


Nea retie 
Natalma 

Admiral’s Voyage 
^Petitioner 
Bold Ruler 
Bases Full 
*Stella Aurata 
Flying Polly 
Prince John 
*Nuit de Folies 
Nashua 
Hasty Flirt 
Semi-pro 
Deeptrust 
Native Dancer 
Home Port 


02 

starts 1 st 

unraced 

2nd 

3rd 

earnings 

03 (sw) 

5 3 (1) 

2 

0 

$367,800 (through March 22) 


2003: 1 st $500,000 Lane’s End S-G2, 1 Vs mi., 3-year-olds, Turfway, March 22. 

Bred by Dark Hollow Farm and William Beatson (Md.); owned by Paraneck Stable; trained by 
Jennifer Pedersen. 

Sire: PARTNER’S HERO stands at Northview Stallion Station, Chesapeake City, Md. 

Dam: NIN TWO, b., 87, bred by K.T. Leatherbury Assoc. Inc. (Md.). Raced 6 years, 85 starts, 17 
wins, 3 to 7, $80,639. (FTM Dec 96—$4,000 in foal to Smarten; FTM Feb 98—$19,000 in 
foal to Rinka Das) 

96 That’s Berger, b.c. by Mr. Goldust. Unraced. 

97 Trams, dk.b./br.c. by Smarten. Raced 3 years, 11 starts, 3 wins at 2 and 3, $91,470, 2nd 
Maryland Million Nursery S. (FTM Oct 98—$30,000; FTM May 99—$95,000) 

98 Waves of Torrie, dk.b./br.c. by Rinka Das. Raced 4 years, 37 starts, 4 wins, 2 to 4, $61,905. 
(FTM Oct 99—$16,500) 

99 Barren. 

00 NEW YORK HERO, dk.b./br.c. by Partner’s Hero. (Kee Sept 01—$6,000; FTM May 02— 
$135,000) 

01 gr./ro.f. by Wekiva Springs. 

02 gr./ro.c. by Runaway Groom. 

03 Barren. 
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STAKES WINNERS 


PDAY 


Harrison E. Johnson Memorial Handicap 

$75,000-guaranteed (includes $25,000 Maryland Fund), V/a mi., 4 & up. 
Laurel Park, March 15. 


Private Account 
Private Terms 

Laughter 

PDay, dk.b./br.h., 1995 

Gilded Age 
Gilded Connection 


Damascus 
Numbered Account 
Bold Ruler 
Shenanigans 
Tom Rolfe 
Gold Box 


Sword Dancer 
Kerala 
Buckpasser 
Intriguing 
*Nasrullah 
Miss Disco 
Native Dancer 
Bold Irish 
*Ribot 
Pocahontas 
Bold Ruler 
Fool’s Gold II 




Wing Talk 

Laugh Aloud 

Tan Pilot 

iuiii ruui 

^Gloria Nicky 
Summer Tan 
Brave Pilot 


starts 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

earnings 

97 

2 

1 

1 

0 

$ 15,600 

98 (sw) 

99 

14 4 (2) 

unraced 

3 (3) 

3 (D 

190,029 

00 

7 

2 

0 

3 (2) 

76,340 

01 

10 

3 

2 

2 (2) 

119,760 

02 (sw) 

12 

3 (D 

4 (2) 

1 (D 

119,490 

03 (sw) 

3 

_2 (2) 

0 

0 

90,000 


48 

15 (5) 

10 (5) 

9 (6) 

$611,219(th 


1998: 1st $50.000 Awad S, V/s mi., turf, 3-year-olds, Laurel, Aug. 8; $100,000 Northern Dancer 
S, V/s mi., registered Md.-bred 3-year-olds, Laurel, Nov. 8; 2nd Annapolis S, Deputed Testa- 
mony S, Goss L. Stryker S; 3rd Horatius S. 2000: 3rd Maryland Million Classic S, Challedon 
S. 2001: 3rd Maryland Million Classic S, Hail Emperor S. 2002: 1st $60,000 Challedon S, 7 
fur., registered Md.-breds, 3 & up, Laurel, Dec. 28; 2nd Native Dancer S, Harrison E. Johnson 
Memorial H; 3rd Taking Risks S. 2003: 1st $75,000 Native Dancer S (includes $25,000 Md. 
Fund), V/s mi., 4 & up, Laurel, Jan. 11; $75,000 Harrison E. Johnson Memorial H (includes 
$25,000 Md. Fund), V/s mi., 4 & up, Laurel, March 15. 


Bred by Charles H. Hadry (Md.); trained by Charles J. Hadry; owned by Adam Russo. 

Sire: PRIVATE TERMS stands at Claiborne Farm, Paris, Ky. 

Dam: GILDED CONNECTION, b., 86, bred by Charles FI. Hadry (Md.). Raced 4 years, 11 starts, 5 
wins, 2 to 4, $64,360. (Kee Nov 99—$60,000 in foal to Private Terms; Kee Nov 01—$36,000 
in foal to Afternoon Deelites) 

93 CONNECTING TERMS, b.g. by Private Terms. Raced 7 years, 44 starts, 11 wins, 2 to 8, 
$546,040, Ark-La-Tex H-G3, Lone Star Park H-ntr, 2nd Federico Tesio S-G3, Remington Park 
Derby, Great West S, Northern Dancer S, Presidents S. 

94 Gilded Reef, b.c. by Another Reef. Raced 3 years, 28 starts, 3 wins at 4 and 5, $13,443. (FTM 
Sept 95—$2,600) 

95 P DAY, dk.b./br.c. by Private Terms. 

97 Gilded Bag, ch.c. by Dancinwiththedevil. Raced 4 years, 19 starts, 1 win at 5, $26,451. 

99 Laughing Terms, dk.b./br.c. by Private Terms. Raced 1 year, 5 starts at 3,0 wins, $1,930. 

00 Freckled Girl, b.f. by Private Terms. Unraced. 

01 Private Connection, dk.b./br.c. by Private Terms. (Kee Nov 01—$28,000; FTM Oct 02— 

$ 21 , 000 ) 

02 b.c. by Afternoon Deelites. 


UNDERCOVER 


Gala Lil Stakes 

$75,000-guaranteed (includes $25,000 Maryland Fund), V/a mi., fillies and mares, 
4 & up. Laurel Park, March 22. 


Mr. Prospector 
Allen’s Prospect 

Change Water 
Undercover, ch.f., 1999 

Affirmed 

Satin Lilly 

Soft as Satin 


Raise a Native 
Gold Digger 
Swaps 
Portage 

Exclusive Native 
Won’t Tell You 
Promised Land 
Fanciful Miss 


Native Dancer 
Raise You 
Nashua 
Sequence 
*Khaled 
Iron Reward 
War Admiral 
Carillon 
Raise a Native 
Exclusive 
Crafty Admiral 
Scarlet Ribbon 
Palestinian 
Mahmoudess 
King Dorsett 
Hianne 


(Buy an Jig fag and support education 
about Maryland's agriculture industry! 



Jig Tag sales help fund these programs of the 
MarylandAgricultural‘Education Foundation: 

- Mobile Ag Science Labs 
- Teacher Workshops 
- Curriculum Development 
- Educational Resources 
- K-12 Educational Programs 
- Maryland FFA 
- Teaching Excellence Awards 
- Teacher Mini-Grant Program 
- Maryland Agriculture Showcase 
- Maryland Agriculture Video 

Ag Tags are available at your local MVA office. 
For more information, 

call 410-939-9030 or visit www.maefonline.com 


01 

starts 

unraced 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

earnings 

02 (sw) 

8 

3 (1) 

1 

1 

$113,450 

03 (sw) 

3 

J (D 

0 

0 

92,610 


11 

6 (2) 

1 

1 

$206,060 (through March 22) 


2002: 1st $100,000 Maryland Million Oaks S, V/w mi., 3-year-old fillies sired by eligible Md. 
stallions, Pimlico, Sept. 21. 2003: 1st $75,000 Gala Lil S (includes $25,000 Md. Fund), 114s mi., 
fillies and mares, 4 & up, Laurel, March 22. 

Bred by Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Bowman and Allen’s Prospect Syndicate (Md.); owned by 
Gasparilla Stable and Will Farish III; trained by Anthony W. Dutrow. 

Sire: ALLEN’S PROSPECT stands at Country Life Farm, Bel Air, Md. 

Dam: SATIN LILLY, ch., 83, bred by Tom Gentry (Ky.). Unraced. (Kee Jan 93—$4,000 in foal to Local 
Talent) 

87 Honest Lilly, dk.b./br.f. by Honest Pleasure. Unraced. Dam of Honest Venture (15 wins, 
$312,234, 2nd Jewel S, Thanksgiving Day S, 3rd Renaissance H). (FTK Sept 88—$15,000) 

88 Dead foal; 89 foal died; 90 barren. 

91 Skyhook, dk.b./br.c. by Skywalker. Raced 5 years, 33 starts, 4 wins at 4 and 5, $19,736. 

92 Dead foal. 

93 Calla Lily, b.f. by Local Talent. Raced 2 years, 16 starts, 5 wins at 3 and 4, $82,369. 

94 Barren; 95 slipped. 

96 Merriweather, ch.f. by Opening Verse. Unraced. 

97 Did You See Me, ch.c. by Allen’s Prospect. Raced 2 years, 15 starts, 1 win at 3, $9,755. (FTM 
Oct 98—$48,000) 

99 UNDERCOVER, ch.f. by Allen’s Prospect. 

00 Satin Concern, ch.c. by Concern. Unraced. 

02 b.c. by Lion Hearted. (FTM Dec 02—$20,000) 



Working for you 


Maryland 

HORSE INDUSTRY BOARD 


www.marylandhorsemdustry.org 
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Looking back 

50 YEARS AGO 


^^^^^^^^rojr07j^fa^/K/fforeejDiJblishecM93^(U997 

10 YEARS AGO 


[] Third Army, a product of old- 
line Maryland pedigrees both 
human and equine, captured the 
57th running of the Maryland 
Hunt Cup. 

“Surely no [Maryland Hunt 
Cup] winner ever had a more 
enthusiastic rooting section,” 
reported Maryland Horse writer 
Ann Christmas, referring to 
owner Harry A. Love’s five 
daughters and rider Pete Reid’s 
four children—all of whom rev¬ 
eled in the occasion. 

Third Army was bred by 
Janon Fisher Jr. and sired by 
Fisher’s home stallion Swash¬ 
buckler, a son of Canter. 

Purchased by Love as a 3- 
year-old, four years before his 
history-making Hunt Cup per¬ 
formance, Third Army had 
served as Love’s mount in the 
hunt field, as well as in cross¬ 
country races. The Hunt Cup 
was the gelding’s first sanctioned 
victory. 

Two scratches (including the 
favorite, Stuart S. Janney Jr.’s 
Philstar) reduced the field to 
seven, and only two horses fin¬ 
ished the grueling contest— 
Third Army scoring by three 
lengths over William J. Straw- 
bridge’s ^Land’s Corner and 
rider Tiger Bennett. 


[] The Maryland Horse’s new 
editor Raleigh Burroughs offered 
this light-hearted take on an age- 
old dilemma: 

Remarkable stuff is the dirt of the 
course 

Concocted to foster the speed of the 
horse; 

It’s curried and harrowed and 
pampered and combed 
It’s rolled and it’s watered and sanded 
and loamed. 

It’s treated repeatedly , morning to 
night i 

But, somehow or other ; it’s never just 
right. 

Conditioner A. will declare, “I regard 
It too deep , ” while another will say , 
“Its too hard. ” 

The maintenance people may work till 
they bust; 

They powder the soil to a talcum-like 
dust. 

Butjust let a favorite lose by a block 
And someone will holler ; “He stepped 
on a rock!” 

Remarkable stuff is the dirt of the 
course 

Concocted to foster the speed of the 
horse. 

The footing is pefect for horses that 
win; 

For losers, it’s simply as rotten as sin. 


Q Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred made 
its debut as a bimonthly publi¬ 
cation, featuring as its lead article 
a profile of trainer King T. 
Leatherbury. Approaching a 
major career milestone—his 
5,000th win, which would take 
place May 21 at Pimlico—Leath¬ 
erbury reflected on the methods 
that had propelled him to fame 
and fortune within his native 
Maryland: “[Trainer] is a mis¬ 
nomer,” Leatherbury told writer 
Jack Mann. “What you do, if 
you’re going to get anywhere, is 
manage your horses.” 

Q The race to build a pari¬ 
mutuel track in Virginia began in 
earnest, with Governor Douglas 
Wilder having signed into law a 
bill that allowed unlimited 
simulcasting of races from out- 
of-state locations to a race track 
in Virginia, provided the track 
hosted a minimum of 150 days 
of live racing. 

Q Bob Brennan, the infamous 
entrepreneur who spent $180 
million to rebuild and reopen 
Garden State race track in the 
mid-1980s, expressed his intent 
to sell the Cherry Hill, N.J., 
facility after its current meeting 
ended in May. 


Although the track had a 
positive cash flow of $2 million, 
it was not generating a profit for 
shareholders, according to Bren¬ 
nan. 

[] Sir Beaufort, a 6-year-old 
Virginia-bred son of Pleasant 
Colony, vaulted to the top of the 
nation’s handicap ranks with his 
surprise victory in the Santa 
Anita Handicap-Gl. 

The Charlie Whittingham 
trainee carried the colors of 
Pennsylvania horsewoman Vic¬ 
toria Calantoni, who was named 
TOBA Owner of the Month for 
March, thanks to her stable star, 
whom she purchased as a wean¬ 
ling for $7,000 at the 1987 Fasig- 
Tipton December Mixed sale. 

Remarkably, Sir Beaufort was 
one of two Grade 1 stakes win¬ 
ners (both sons of Pleasant 
Colony) consigned to that sale 
as weanlings by breeder Thomas 
Mellon Evans. The other was 
Roanoke, winner of the 1991 
Californian Stakes-G1. 

Q Virginia-bred Honor the Hero 
equaled the world record for six 
furlongs (1:06%) in winning the 
Phoenix Gold Cup Stakes-G3 at 
Turf Paradise. 


25 YEARS AGO 

0 In a spectacular Maryland Hunt Cup 
performance the likes of which have 
arguably not been seen before, or since, 
Ben Nevis II triumphed by eight lengths in 
the course record-setting time of 8:33%. 

It was the second Hunt Cup victory in 
as many years for the 10-year-old owned 
by Redmond C. Stewart Jr., and trained 
and ridden by the owner’s son-in-law 
Charles C. Fenwick Jr. 

Nearly as awesome as Ben Nevis II 
was the runner-up Perfect Cast, an 11- 
year-old mare owned by Audrey Riker. 
Perfect Cast pressed the frontrunning 
hero throughout the entire race and was 
privately timed in 8:39, a finish fast 
enough to smash the course record by three 
seconds had she been in front at the wire. 

[] The legendary Affirmed/Alydar rivalry 
exploded full force with Affirmed’s length 
and a half triumph in the Kentucky 
Derby over race favorite Alydar. 

Snowden Carter’s Derby feature 
zeroed in on the exultant confidence of 



Affirmed’s trainer Laz Barrera, speaking 
at the post-Derby press conference: 

Question: “The way Alydar was closing, does 
it make you worry about the mile and a half of 
the Belmont?” 

Answer: “My horse can beat him. Any dis¬ 
tance. Even five miles. ” 

] Shenandoah Downs, the race track 
direcdy adjacent to Charles Town in West 
Virginia which had reopened in Decem¬ 
ber 1977 following a two-year hiatus, was 
to remain open through late June. 

During Shenandoah’s meet, work was 
to be completed on Charles Town’s racing 
strip. 

[] “Ever so rare in this age of super¬ 
market racing is the man who breeds and 
trains his own horses. And rarer still is the 
man who comes up with a first-class 
runner,” wrote Carter about Bob Beall, 
who sent out his 3-year-old Dave’s Friend 
to win his debut by 12 lengths at Pimlico 
in April. 

“Dave’s Friend has yet to start in a 
stake, but he is obviously a colt of consid¬ 
erable quality. As racetrackers like to say: 
‘He could be any kind.’ ” 
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Classifieds 


HORSES FOR SALE 

2Y0 FILLIES: One by Smoke Glacken o/o 
SW mare, bred like Smok’n Frolic, MGSW 
of over $1 million. One by Banker’s Gold, 
second foal o/o winning mare. Purchase 
or partnership. (703) 594-3430. 

BROODMARE: Stakes-placed broodmare 
by Clever Champ, $1,500 or best offer. 
RACING PROSPECTS: 4Y0 gelding by 
Quadratic, race or show prospect, chest¬ 
nut w/white markings, $2,000. 4Y0 filly 
by Haymaker, $2,000. (540) 825-3207. 


NOT FOR LOVE 

yearling filly (3/12/02) 

OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUAL 

( 410 ) 820-6741 


STALLIONS 

SHUAILAAN—NOW AT STUD IN PA.: 

Stakes winner from excellent sire-pro¬ 
ducing family of A.P. Indy, Summer 
Squall, etc. Runners average over 


$40,000. $3,500 LF. (859) 846-5655 or 
groups.msn.com/shuailaanPA. 


BOARDING/FOALING 

THORNWOOD FARM: In western PA, pro- 
viding excellent care at affordable prices. 
Services include boarding, layups, brood¬ 
mare care, foaling, training young horses 
and retraining older ones (with problems 
or coming off turn-out). References avail¬ 
able, and can pick up/deliver. Call (724) 
735-4421 or (724) 735-2342. 

R&R FARM: TLC for broodmares, foals, 
layups, turn-outs and special needs 
boarding. Breaking facilities include a 
70’ x 72’ indoor ring w/sand footing and 
outdoor galloping track. Eight miles from 
Charles Town Race Track in Summit Point, 
WV. Reasonable rates. Contact Shari or 
Randy Rogers at (304) 725-5016. Cell 
numbers (540) 220-8344 or (703) 927- 
6345; e-mail: queueforfun@aol.com. 

NEW FARM IN OREFIELD, PA: Facility 
includes Vi-mile training track, starting 
gate and large pasture turn-outs. Trainer 
inquiries welcome. Call North Star Farms 
at (610) 336-6658. 


HELP WANTED 

PA HORSE FARM: Need person experi¬ 
enced with Thoroughbred broodmares 
and sales yearlings. Farm upkeep. House 
provided. Must have two or more recent 
references from similar position. Phone 
(610) 869-9535 or send resume to: P.0. 
Box 524, Unionville, PA 19375. 


HORSE TRANSPORT 

ROBERT SLOAN HORSE TRANSPORT: 

Comfortable, stress reducing, spread- 
axle air-ride suspension. Closed-circuit 
monitoring, roomy, well-ventilated stalls, 
carriage and auto transport. Service to 
Kentucky, www.horselimos.com. Coch- 
ranville, PA. (610) 857-9883. 


LEGENDARY HORSE TRANSPORT: Local/ 
long-distance hauling, 24-hour emer¬ 
gency service. Four large box stalls or 
eight horse, head-to-head. Tack room, 
on-board water, video. Layup, boarding 
also avail., $7-$20/day. (410) 346-6478, 
(610)721-5023,(302) 218-8657. 


REAL ESTATE 

TEN-ACRE FARM: Centrally located 
between Philadelphia Park, Penn 
National and Delaware Park. Four BR 
Colonial. Total privacy. 28 stalls, three 
foaling stalls, round pen, equicisor, three 
pastures, three paddocks. All in Centaur 
fence with run-in sheds. Call (610) 659- 
2415 or (610) 781-5572. 


DARLINGTON, MD: Historic stone home 
circa 1840, +/-110 acres, overlooking 
Deer Creek Valley. Tenant house, bank 
barn, pond, stream, exceptional property 
in great location. $1,000,000. Harry 
Hopkins Co. (410) 879-7466. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

EQUINE DENTISTRY: Michael J. Dou- 
gherty, Centreville, MD. (410) 758-2749. 

FENCES: Built and painted. Barns repaired 
and painted. Trees trimmed, hedgerows 
cleared. (410) 848-0637. (See our ad on 
page 28.) 


EQUINE DENTISTRY: Lars Curley, White 
Hall, MD. (410) 557-8662. 


DRAFT CROSSES FOR SALE 

v 9 

Suitable for: 

foxhunting, trail riding, driving, pleasure 
riding, lead ponies, beginning riders 

Seasoned field hunters 
and hunter prospects are available. 

INDIAN LAKE FARM 

Suzy Almony (410) 236-5410 

Upperco, MD susyu98@bcpl.net 


MANURE 

REMOVAL 

Pickup • Straw only 
15-horse minimum 

HY-TECH Mushroom Compost, Inc. 

West Grove, PA 

610 - 869-0202 1 - 800 - 455-7878 


Index to advertisers 


Stallions 


Caller I.D.. 

.11 

Cat’s Career . 

.11 

Civilisation. 

.37 

Clash by Night. 

.49 

Deputy Warlock .. . . 

.17 

Digamist. 

.49 

Disco Rico. 

.19 

Eastern Echo. 

.4 

Emancipator . 

.16 

Expelled. 

.51 

Godolphin Cat. 

.17 

Jazz Club . 

.5 

Patton. 

.11 

Pok Ta Pok. 

.16 

Quarry .. 

.49 

Roanoke. 

.11 

Root Boy . 

.7 

Unbridled Jet . 

. . .. Inside front cover 

Unlimited Sky . 

.17 

U So Bad. 

.11 

Western Echo . 

.49 


Other Advertisers 

Agway Feeds .3 

Barberino Stable .54 


Bloodstock Research.55, 58 

R.D. Bowman & Sons, Inc.30 

Eldon Downs .56 

EMO Insurance.41 

EuroXciser.56 

Farmers Cooperative Assoc.47 

Fasig-Tipton Mdlantic .1 

Fort Dodge .9 

Frank Russo Auctioneers Inc.10 

GMC Trucks .56 

Graceland Meadows .56 

John Deere.29 

Maryland a Thoroughbred State .... 32, 33 

Maryland Fund.6,10 

Maryland Florse Fencing.28 

Maryland Horse Industry Board.60 

Marylandtlioroughbred.com.63 

MHBA Yearling Show.13 

Naden/Lean, LLC.15 

Northview Stallion Station . Inside back cover 

NTRA .43 

Pewter Stable.30 

Porter Horse Transportation.14 

Susquehanna Bank.39 

Sutter Horse Transportation.47 

Virginia Thoroughbred Assn. . . Back cover 
Willowdale Races.12 


64 MID-ATLANTIC THOROUGHBRED MAY 2003 









































































May 2003 


Official publication of the Maryland Horse Breeders Association 




Inside 

Foal report.5 

In memoriam: CordeliaDoucet .... 4 

Lucy Kessler .2 

Maryland Fund stakes recap 

Gazillion.4 

Meeting the board .1 

MHB A membership.5 

Top Maryland-bred earners .4 


Maryland Horse Breeders 
Association, Inc. 

30 East Padonia Road 
Timonium, MD 21093 
P.O. Box 427 
Timonium, MD 21094 
410-252-2100 
Fax 410-560-0503 
www.marylandthoroughbred.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

R. Thomas Bowman 

President 

Redmond C.S. Finney 
Vice-president 
William K. Boniface 
Secretary-treasurer 
Cricket Goodall 
Interim executive vice-president 

Richard F. Blue Jr. 
William K. Boniface 
R. Thomas Bowman 
Amy Hopkins Daney 
Redmond C.S. Finney 
Ronald S. Green 
David Hayden 
King T. Leatherbury 
Donald P. Litz Jr. 

Robert T. Manfuso 
Glenn R. Martin 
E. Allen Murray 
Michael Pons 
James B. Steele Jr. 

Frank P. Wright 


Meeting the hoard 

This is one of a series of profiles of current MHB A directors 


Redmond C.S. Finney 


Redmond Finney belongs to one of Maryland's 
oldest horse-owning families, but he has been active¬ 
ly involved in breeding and racing for less than 20 
years. 

"I was away from horses for a long time, but I al¬ 
ways wanted to get back," said Finney, 73, whose 
maternal grandfather Redmond C. Stewart was a 
founder of the Green Spring Hounds and a pillar of 
the steeplechase circuit during the 1890s and early 
1900s. As a child, Finney spent considerable time at 
his grandparents' farm, but then became immersed 
in other sports—football, wrestling and lacrosse—at 
Gilman School (class of 1947) and Princeton Univer¬ 
sity. He was captain of the wrestling team in both 
high school and college. 

After graduating from Princeton, where he was in 
the Navy ROTC, Finney immediately went into the 
military, and served on an amphibious ship during 
the Korean War. 

"After I was discharged from the Navy, I thought I 
was going to theological seminary," said Finney. "But 
I was offered a part-time job at Gilman for the last half 
of the 1953 to '54 school year. I ended up staying there 
for the next 38 years." Finney began as teacher and 
coach, and in 1968 was appointed headmaster. 

Meanwhile, destiny was at work in other ways. 

"During the years I was head of the school, my 
family and I lived on campus [in the northern section 
of Baltimore City]. Our son Ned was always interest¬ 
ed in farming, and he used to work, as a teenager, on 
George Arrowsmith's farm in Baltimore County. Mr. 
Arrowsmith unexpectedly died, and his children 
weren't interested in the farm, so Ned became the of¬ 
ficial caretaker," Finney recalled. 

In 1984, Redmond and Jean Finney purchased the 
former Arrowsmith property, and renovated it, re¬ 
naming it Landslide Farm (after a horse once owned 
by Redmond Stewart). 

Comprised of 192 acres, the farm has served as 
the Finneys' full-time home since he retired from 



Gilman in 1992, and since 1986 has been 
the site of a small-scale Thoroughbred 
breeding operation. 

Finney, who delightedly resumed fox¬ 
hunting with the Green Spring after mov¬ 
ing to Baltimore County, has celebrated 
his best success as co-breeder of multiple 
stakes winner Saratoga Games, the cham¬ 
pion Maryland-bred 3-year-old male of 
2001, and as co-owner of hurdle stakes 
winner Spring Salute and 1993 Maryland 
Hunt Cup winner Ivory Poacher. 

Landslide Farm also serves as a gath¬ 
ering place for the Finneys' four grown 
children and eight grandchildren. 
Daughter Jean teaches elementary school, 
son Stewart is a heart surgeon practicing 
primarily at St. Joseph Hospital in Balti¬ 
more, Ned runs a cattle and hay business 
on the farm, and the youngest, Beth, 
works at the National Arboretum in 
Washington, D.C. 0 


CAPPYJACKSON 















Lucy Kessler 
triumphs 
over sadness 

by Sean Clancy 



Lucy Kessler sells houses 
and breeds horses. There's on¬ 
ly one question. What does 
her car look like? 

Readers of this magazine 
know what a horseperson's 
car looks like. Sales cata¬ 
logues, overnights and a sy¬ 
ringe full of wormer on the 
front seat. A week's worth of 
Forms , a dozen coffee mugs, a 
helmet and a change of 
clothes in the back seat. A bale 
of hay or two might show up 
from time to time. 

Real estate agents have 
their mode of travel as well. A 
trunk full of sale/sold signs, a 
pair of new clients in the back 
seat, and a floor full of local 
maps, flash sheets and pend¬ 
ing contracts. They drive with 
a mortgage calculator on their 


knees, always on the lookout 
for the next listing. 

Kessler should have two 
cars. 

And after a year like 2002, 
they can be big cars. Kessler 
raced two horses last year. 
Both fillies, both homebreds, 
both trained by Hamilton 
Smith. Both stakes winners 
(her first, in two decades in 
the business). 

Sauvignon won the Julie 
Snellings Stakes at Delaware 
Park on September 4. 

Gazillion matched that 
with an eight-length romp in 
the Squan Song Stakes at Lau¬ 
rel Park on December 26 and 
then bettered it with a win in 
the Conniver Stakes this year. 

Now look around that car 
—there're a couple of trophies 


in there somewhere. And a 
whole lot of memories. 

Twenty-two years ago, 
Kessler and her late husband 
Elliott started breeding horses 
from their 45-acre Liberty Hill 
Farm in Mt. Airy, Md. They 
knew virtually nothing about 
horses. Just an interest. 

"We used to go out and 
ride on a ranch in Wyoming. 
We basically liked it so much 
we thought we'd stay but then 
were amazed by the price of 
real estate," Kessler said. "My 
husband decided he wanted a 
farm so that's kinda what we 
did. Then, of course, it was the 
question of what are you go¬ 
ing to raise? 

"Well, I'm not going to be 
raising some 60-year-old steer. 
He knew that if we had cows. 


they wouldn't go where cows 
sometimes go." 

That's where the horses 
came in. And stayed. The 
Kesslers bred Grade 1 winner 
Taking Risks (by Two Punch), 
whom they sold at the 1991 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic East¬ 
ern Fall Yearling sale for 
$16,000. 

Taking Risks's dam Shi¬ 
itake (by Green Dancer), who 
joined the Kesslers's brood¬ 
mare band as a $2,300 pur¬ 
chase at the 1988 Fasig-Tipton 
Midlantic December Mixed 
sale, had the kind of pedigree 
that one can build upon—her 
dam Allegedly was a half-sis¬ 
ter to champion Alleged—and 
she became their foundation 
broodmare. 

Gazillion (by Two Punch's 
champion son Smoke Glack- 
en) is out of Mush Brush (by 
Broad Brush), an unraced 
daughter of Shiitake. 

Through most of the 1990s, 
the couple also maintained a 
small stable, which Elliott 
trained, at Pimlico. "The first 
horse my husband ever sad¬ 
dled was a winner and the last 
horse my husband ever sad¬ 
dled was a winner," said 
Kessler, who often worked 
side-by-side with her husband 
in the barn. "Quite frankly, I 
am also proud that we never 
destroyed one in the mean¬ 
time. But that's what happens 
when you breed them— 
they're your babies. We're re¬ 
ally not the right kind of peo¬ 
ple for this business." 

Depends who you ask. 
Dedicated, hard-working horse 
lovers can't be all bad. Elliott 
died, at age 65, in March 2000 
and there was no question 
what Lucy would do. Stride 
on as strongly and successful¬ 
ly as she could. Both in life 
and the horse business. 

"In my mind, there wasn't 
a question; I was just going to 
keep on. It never crossed my 
mind to fold up my tents," 
Kessler said. "It was incredi¬ 
bly difficult to keep going—to 
try to earn a living myself and 
support the horse operation. I 
was thrown into learning 
things that I didn't know any¬ 
thing about. It kept me very 
busy and it still does, which I 
guess is a good thing." 










Liberty Hill Farm's bam sits atop a ridge surrounded by old shade 
trees. Gazillion, pictured below winning the Contriver Stakes, 
has a yearling half-sister by Lord Carson (right) still on the farm. 


Kessler knew not to sell ei¬ 
ther Sauvignon or Gazillion. It 
was a little luck and a little 
knowledge that produced her 
first and second stakes win¬ 
ners. She kept Sauvignon out 
of loyalty to her dam Sulzar 
(by Southern Sultan—Real 
Prize, by Torsion), who pro¬ 
duced the now-5-year-old 
mare as her only foal. On the 
race track, Sulzar earned back 


more than ten times what the 
Kesslers paid for her ($2,500) 
as a weanling at the 1989 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic De¬ 
cember Mixed sale. Kessler al¬ 
so had faith in Sauvignon's 
sire. Pleasant Line. 

She kept Gazillion because 
of an OCD lesion which was 
found when the filly went to 
the sales ring. Instead of sell¬ 
ing her for less than what she 




thought she was worth, 
Kessler decided to operate on 
the OCD and keep her to race. 

"I could have sold Gazil¬ 
lion but I was lucky I kept her. 
I figured the trade-off of a 
$1,500 operation and what I 
might lose in the auction ring 
was worth it. And she was the 
first out of Mush Brush, so I 
knew what she got was under 
my control," Kessler said. 
"Things always seem to find 
ways to work out. There's so 


much bad that goes on that it's 
nice when you think you do 
the right thing and it turns out 
to be the right thing." 

Kessler plans to keep 
Gazillion's half-brother, a 2- 
year-old by Grindstone, and 
also has three yearlings who 
have her looking positively 
ahead. She's even put together 
a partnership with one of her 
friends at work, Kathryn 
Miller, under the name 22 N 2 
Stables. The slogan adorns her 

















Kessler continued from page 3 


Kessler's homebred Sauvignon wins the Jtdie Snellings Stakes. 


Mercedes Benz, as well. When 
asked what it means, Kessler 
coyly responds, "And the first 
quarter goes in... " 

With 30 horses on the farm 
and a country full of houses 
for sale, Kessler's quarters are 
always quick. 

"I guess I wouldn't put the 
effort into it if I didn't love it. 
It's kind of a surprise to me 
and everybody else. A lot of 
people in my office figured I 
wouldn't continue with it," 
Kessler said. "My husband 


Maryland's top 20 
earners in 2003 

(through April 9) 


1. New York Hero... $367,800 

2. Cherokee’s Boy .... 96,000 

3. Undercover.92,610 

4. P Day.90,000 

5. Love Happy. 82,080 

6. Carnie’s Dancer.... 73,025 

7. Foufa’s Warrior. 70,000 

8. Quppy.65,410 

9. Boxer Girl.62,733 

10. All the Boys.59,400 

11. Crossing Point. 58,050 

12. My Request.56,460 

13. Second in Command 56,280 

14. Gazillion.55,560 

15. Beware Avalanche.. 54,540 

16. Hit Now.50,760 

17. Private City. 50,540 

18. Hay Princess. 50,000 

19. Delcastle.49,570 

20. Demetra’s Love .... 45,720 


and I have been at this for 
over 20 years and we did have 
a good deal of success in the 
get of Shiitake and continue 
to. But this is the first time we, 
or I, got to stand in the win¬ 
ner's circle and collect the 
hardware." 

Horse racing is a team 
sport, especially the breeding 
farm end of it. Horses need to 
be fed, matings need to be 
planned, spirits need to be lift¬ 
ed. 

Kessler talks as if Elliott is 
still part of the team. And in a 
big way, he still is. 

"When my husband died, I 
went up to see the stewards 
about getting my [trainer's] li¬ 
cense and they laughed at me. 
Quite frankly. I'm real glad 
they didn't say yes. I know I 
couldn't have run the farm, 
trained, sold houses and been 
good at any of it. They knew 
better than I did," Kessler 
said. "I hope he's proud of me. 
I really hope so. I've made 
mistakes along the way. I 
haven't done everything ac¬ 
cording to maybe the best way 
it should have been done but I 
guess we all make mistakes. I 
think he'd be surprised. I just 
think he'd be surprised that I 
haven't packed it in yet. You 
know, it's kind of hard work 
but I do love it." 

And about that car. 

"Actually it looks more like 
a real estate agent's," Kessler 
said. "In other words, it doesn't 
have a bunch of sand in it." 

Just one resilient woman 
who owns two stakes winners 
and misses her husband. [] 


In memoriam 


Cordelia Doucet, a for¬ 
mer contributing writer to 
The Maryland Horse and ed¬ 
itor/owner of Horse Play 
magazine in the 1980s, died 
March 16. She was 83. 

A resident of Great Falls, 
Va., Mrs. Doucet was a 1941 


graduate of Radcliffe Col¬ 
lege. She wrote advertising 
copy in New York for nine 
years before moving to the 
Washington, D.C., area in 
1950. Her husband, John 
Lyell Bruyeres Doucet, died 
in 1991. □ 



Maryland Fund Stakes Recap 


Gazillion 



$60 / 000-guaranteed / 7 fur., registered 

Maryland-bred fillies and mares, 

4 & up. Laurel Park, March 9. 

B.f., 1999, by Smoke Glacken—Mush 
Brush, by Broad Brush. Bred by Liberty 
Hill Farm; owned by Lucy C. Kessler; 
trained by Hamilton A. Smith. Foaled 
at Liberty Hill Farm, Mt. Airy, Md. 

Lifetime 

starts 1st 2nd 3rd earnings 

12 6 (2) 3 (2) 2 $169,810 

(through March 9) 

2002: 1st $50,000 Squan Song S, 7 fur., 
registered Md.-bred fillies and mares, 3 
& up, non-winners of a sweepstakes. 
Laurel, Dec. 26; 2nd Politely S. 2003: 
1st $60,000 Conniver S, 7 fur., regis¬ 
tered Md.-bred fillies and mares, 4 & 
up. Laurel, March 9; 2nd What a Sum¬ 
mer S. 

Gazillion has been a 
model of consistency and 
class while campaigning for 
her breeder Lucy Kessler (see 
feature article on page 2 of this 
newsletter). 

The Conniver Stakes was 
the second added-money vic¬ 
tory for the 4-year-old filly, 
who hasn't finished out of the 
money in 11 starts after her ca¬ 
reer debut. 

Facing a distinguished 
field of Maryland-bred rivals 
in the Conniver—six of the 10 


starters were stakes winners— 
Gazillion lived up to expecta¬ 
tions as odds-on favorite. She 
launched her rally at the head 
of the stretch and took com¬ 
mand in the final furlong, 
scoring by a length and a half 
over 67-1 longshot Broad Pic¬ 
ture. Darnestown held on for 
third and was followed by (in 
order of finish) Hunka Hunka 
Lori Z, Bronze Abe, Winter 
Leaf, Valley Parking, Urban 
Dancer, Ridan's Mon and 
Madame X Ski. 

Final time for the seven 
furlongs was 1:24.53. 

Gazillion joined the ranks 
of stakes winners with an 
eight-length romp in the 
Squan Song Stakes last De¬ 
cember at Laurel Park. Nearly 
as impressive are her two run¬ 
ner-up performances in stakes 
competition. She was beaten 
only two and three-quarters 
lengths by Maryland-based 
superstar Xtra Heat in the 
What a Summer Stakes on 
January 18, and while making 
her stakes debut last Novem¬ 
ber in the Politely Stakes she 
bested all but 2002 champion 
Maryland-bred 3-year-old fil¬ 
ly Willa On the Move. 0 
























Foal Report 


AMERIANGEL, by Halo, ch.c., 
February 15, by Rock Hill. Luis 
Martinz. 

BY INVITATION ONLY, by Black 
Tie Affair (Ire), ch.c., March 18, 
by Jazz Club. Glade Valley 
Farms Inc. 

COMPLETE SPRING, by Spring 
Double, b.c., February 5, by 
Not For Love. Mede Cahaba 
Stable and Stud. 

DAHLIA'S NATIVE, by Mill Na¬ 
tive, b.c., March 29, by After¬ 
noon Deelites. Glade Valley 
Farms Inc. Mare to Alphabet 
Soup. 

DARA GOLD, by Stop the Music, 
b.f., February 16, by Crowd 
Pleaser. Northview Stallion 
Station. 


DISTANT DRUMROLL, by East¬ 
ern Echo, b.f., February 19, by 
Unbridled Jet. Mary Voss. 

DIXIE MUSIC, by Prospector's 
Music, dk.b./br.c., February 
20, by Partner's Hero. Charles 
Jefferis. 

FEMININE MYSTIQUE, by Ex- 
plodent, b.f., March 25, by 
Partner's Hero. Sondra and 
Howard M. Bender. Mare to 
Partner's Hero. 

GINGER'S PROUD, by Proud 
Truth, b.c., February 16, by 
Concern. Herbert Cables. 

GRAMERCY, by Hagley, b.c., Feb¬ 
ruary 15, by Two Punch. Mrs. 
Orme Wilson. 

GRAND TOTAL, by Forty Niner, 
gr/ro.f., February 22, by 
Smoke Glacken. Sondra and 


Howard M. Bender. Mare to 
Langfuhr. 

GREEN DARLIN, by Green Dancer, 
b.c., March 28, by Quiet Amer¬ 
ican. Sondra and Howard M. 
Bender. Mare to Devil's Bag. 

HOUSTON MISS, by Houston, 
b.f., February 28, by Allen's 
Prospect. Dominic Pistorio. 

ICY ISLAND, by North Pole, b.c., 
March 18, by Allen's Prospect. 
Carey K. Miller. Mare to Mo¬ 
jave Moon. 

INDY POWER, by A.P. Indy, chi., 
February 4, by El Corredor. 
Sondra and Howard M. Ben¬ 
der. Mare to Royal Academy. 

JEALOUS SWORD, by Crusader 
Sword, b.f., March 15, by 
Friendly Lover. Sondra and 
Howard M. Bender. Mare to 
Indian Charlie. 

KAT MURAT, by Oh Say, b.c., 
March 16, by Allen's Prospect. 
Thornmar. Mare to Two Punch. 

MEDLEY OF SONG, by Secretari¬ 
at, b.f., February 26, by Lion 
Hearted. Dennis Drazin. 

REAL SPEED, by Unreal Zeal, 
b.c., February 23, by Not For 
Love. Cary Jackson. 

REGALLINO, by Robellino, b.f., 
February 13, by King of Kings 
(Ire). Alfred Smith. 

SHIFRA, by Polish Numbers, 
ch.c., February 27, by Dia¬ 
mond. Northview Stallion Sta¬ 
tion. 



Filly by Jazz Club—Salute a 
Lady was bom March 5 for 
breeder William Rickman Sr. 


SPIRITOFCRAZYHORSE, by 
Gilded Time, ch.f., March 15, 
by Yarrow Brae. Brian and 
Joyce Corcoran. Mare to Mali¬ 
bu Moon. 

STAR KELL, by Star de Naskra, 
b.f., February 9, by Prospect 
Bay. R. Larry Johnson. 

STARKLY ARCTIC, by North 
Pole, ch.f., March 14, by Ops 
Smile. Carey K. Miller. Mare to 
Diamond. 

SUMWAGER, by Summer Squall, 
b.c., February 26, by Monar¬ 
ches. Sondra and Howard M. 
Bender. Mare to Capote. 

WIDE RIVER, by Broad Brush, 
ch.c., February 14, by Not For 
Love. Sondra and Howard M. 
Bender. Mare to Broken Vow. 


Join tite MHBA today! 


Annual membership dues $100. 


Since 1929, the Maryland Horse Breeders 
Association (MFiBA) has been the leading 
horse industry advocate within the state of 
Maryland. It functions as an informational 
resource for horse breeders and owners, 
the media, community and governmental 
organizations, and the general public. 

As a service organization, the MFiBA 
provides industry information, 
educational opportunities and legislative 
representation to its members, who 
include Thoroughbred breeders, owners of 
race horses, steeplechase and hunt 
enthusiasts, and others with horse 
involvement. 

The main purposes of the MFiBA 
have always been to encourage, promote, 
protect and improve the horse breeding 
industry in Maryland. While emphasis 
traditionally has been placed on the 
production of Thoroughbred race horses, 
the MFiBA encourages all sports relating 
to the use of horses. 


Breeder/Owner Membership Application 

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM IN ITS ENTIRETY 
or apply on line at www.marylandthoroughbred.com 

Name _ 

Address _ 


Telephone _ 

E-mail address _ 

Breeding farm _ 

[] farm owned [] mares boarded 

County _Number of acres _ 

Signature_ 

Date_ 

□ Payment enclosed Please charge my [] Visa [] MC 

Acct. No.___ 

Expiration date_/_ 

Return to: Maryland FForse Breeders Association 
P.O. Box 427, Timonium, MD 21094 


410-252-2100 • Fax 410-560-0503 




















North Carolina 

THOROUGHBRED ASSOCIATION 

May 2003 


Cot Campbell 
entertains 
crowd at 
awards dinner 


Hoofprints 

News and notes from 
and about the membership 


T he annual awards dinner on Febru¬ 
ary 28 at Prestonwood Country 
Club in Cary, N.C., was a great success 
and very well attended. 

Members and guests recognized the 
award recipients and enjoyed guest 
speaker Cot Campbell, founder of Dog¬ 
wood Stable. 

Campbell helped with the prize 
drawings of two seasons to the stallion 
Pikepass (Forty Niner—Deanna’s Spe¬ 
cial by Storm Bird). The winners were 
Curtis Dean of Cool Breeze Stables, Ze- 
bulon, N.C., and George Simon of 
Statesville, N.C. 


North Carolina 
Thoroughbred 
Association 

Teo Zanchelli 
president 

Bob Sanford 
vice-president 

Mona Gardella 
secretary/treasurer 

Directors 

Reggie Beeson 
James Chandley 
Tom Hendrickson 
Steve Laymon 
(800) 957-3490 


S teve Laymon, Mocksville, N.C., has 
Whata Brainstorm, his Grade 2 stakes 
winner, back in great shape. He ran a 
strong race in the March 22 Pan American 
Handicap-G2 at Gulf stream Park, just 
nipped for third. This is a race he won in 
2001. Steve is looking forward to more 
thrills. 

James Chandley of Fletcher, N.C., 
has a great deal on his plate. His Mr. 
Prospector mare, in foal to Charismatic, 
has been booked to Wild Again. Great 
prospects in both cases. 

Chandley has a Pioneering filly, a 
Grindstone colt and two fillies by Austin 
Powers (Ire) on the ground. He is expect¬ 
ing several more foals, including another 
Grindstone, a Charismatic, a Formal Gold, 
two by Austin Powers (Ire) and one by 
Misbah. 

On the racing front, Chandley’s 3- 
year-old colt Country Landing broke his 
maiden at Turf way on March 26 while 
competing against older horses. The next 
step is allowance company—where and 
when are the questions. 


Chandley also has a 3-year-old Judge 
T C filly who was expected to make her 
first start in early April, and fillies by 
Maria’s Mon, Indian Charlie and Quiet 
American due to start training. 

His Parade Ground colt will go to the 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Eastern Fall Year¬ 
ling sale with Mona Gardella’s Rough Di¬ 
amonds Farm, as agent. 

Teo Zanchelli of Cary, N.C., has 3- 
year-old Chiave (Key Contender—Dis¬ 
tinctly Patti, by Distinctive Pro) back in 
training at Aqueduct after a turn-out of 
two months. The two yearlings by Yarrow 
Braes are doing well at Cool Breeze Sta¬ 
bles with Lawson Walston. Zanchelli has 
named them Diamond Brae (Yarrow 
Brae—Distinctly Patti) and Brae Prospect 
(Yarrow Brae—Ballet Prospect by Al¬ 
len’s Prospect). 

Distinctly Patti was due to foal this 
spring to Western Expression and was 
booked to Freud, a full brother to Giant’s 
Causeway. 


Mark your calendar 


A Day at the Races—Plans are coming 
together for a “Day” at Colonial 
Downs co-sponsored by NCTA and North 
Carolina Horse Council—July 19. 

Our Silver Anniversary—Site selection, 
agenda for the Awards Dinner, events and 


guest speaker are all in the planning stages. 
All members are encouraged to participate 
and pass along their ideas to the board— 

February 27,2004. 
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Newjersey racing dates 


he 2003 Newjersey racing calendar will 
have 124 live Thoroughbred dates. Atlantic 
City is allocated 10 days—four on site and 
six to be run at Monmouth Park. One of 
the four days conducted at Atlantic City will feature 
an all-steeplechase card consisting of five races. The 
dates to be run at Atlantic City are April 23, April 30, 
May 1 and May 2. 


Monmouth Park will open Memorial Day, May 
24 and close September 28. The Meadowlands will 
run from October 2 to November 8. 

The Newjersey Sports and Exposition Authority 
will guarantee purses of $300,000 per day during the 
traditional Monmouth Park meet from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day. 

The stable area at Monmouth Park will be open 
from April 14 to December 1. 



TBANJ members can benefit 
from NTRA Purchasing 


N TRA Purchasing now offers NTRA 

supporters even greater savings on an 
expanded line of more than 400 
products from Boise Office Solutions. 
New product lines include office supplies, furniture 
and technology consumables. 

Sherwin-Williams provides paint and coating 
products at a substantial discount to our members. 
Products ranging from latex paint, oil-based paints, 
primers and new 100 percent acrylic fence paint can 
be purchased directly from your area store. 
Specialized consultation and surveys can streamline 
the process for choosing what product is best for 
you and your applications. Access to your savings is 
easy and hassle-free. 

Boise Office Solutions’s website, 
www.boiseoffice.com, offers 24/7 access to its 
products, making it easy to browse. Registered users 
who make an online inquiry are guaranteed a follow¬ 
up phone call from a Boise Office Products 
representative within 30 seconds. 

NTRA Purchasing arranges discounts on its 
product lines from participating vendors at the 
national level, which are delivered through local 
dealers. Your regional suppliers will also provide 
customized, value-added services such as financing 
options, use analyses, on-site surveys and employee 


training that can save you up to an additional 15 
percent on the products you buy. 

When you participate in NTRA Purchasing, you 
help support the NTRA’s programs to increase the 
popularity of Thoroughbred racing and improve 
economic conditions in the industry. 

For more information call NTRA Purchasing at 
(866) 678-4289. NTRA Purchasing will verify your 
membership with the TBANJ. 


Defrere’s stakes 
successes 

ouris, by Newjersey stallion Defrere, won 
the $75,000 Wishing Well Stakes for 3-year- 
old fillies at Delta Downs on March 8. 

Souris has been on the board in seven of 
eight lifetime starts and has career earnings of 
$213,410. 

Defrere is also the sire of Defrere’s Vixen who was 
third in the Grade 3 Risen Star Stakes and returned 
to finish fifth in the Grade 2 Louisiana Derby. 

New Jersey’s current leading sire, Defrere stands 
at Walnford Stud in Allentown. His 2003 fee is 
$5,000. 










TBANJ awards dinner 



The TBANJ’s annual awards banquet was held March 8 at 
Forsgate Country Club. Pictured above is the presentation 
for Sea of Tranquility, honored as horse of the year and 
champion handicap horse. Secretary of Agriculture 
Charles Kuperus presents the award to Barbara DeMarco, 
lobbyist for the Thoroughbred industry, accepting on 
behalf of breeder Dennis A. Drazin. 


Breeders Cynthia and Walter Reese accept 
Forever Partners’s 2-year-old filly honors 
from TBANJ board member Jane Gilbert (left). 




Accepting the trophies for Our Wildcat’s 
3-year-old colt honors on behalf of owner, 
breeder and trainer Edwin Broome are 
his son Sean and mother Edna. At right 
is TBANJ board member Bo Smith. 


Champion older mare Blinded by Love brought 
to the spotlight racing industry supporter 
Senator Martha Bark, AllisaTabani (center) 
representing owner New Farm and breeder 
Sandra Van Kirk of Rising Sun Farm (right). 


Connections of champion sprinter Summer Swing 
are pictured. From left: jockey Eddie King, owner 
Gerald Sleeter and breeder Carolyn Sleeter. 



Connections of stallion of the year Northern Idol 
accept congratulations, from left: TBANJ executive director 
Mike Campbell, Kasey Sleeter, Kelly Sleeter, Kurt Sleeter 
and TBANJ board member Tom Swales. 



Owner/breeders Maria and Dr. Y.J. Kolybabiuk 
accept award for 3-year-old filly Willie’s Luvfrom 
Barbara DeMarco. The Kolybabiuks also received 
awards for champion turf runner American Freedom 
and broodmare of the year Got a Cold. 
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Tribute to outgoing board members 


The PHBA salutes board members Vera Meyer 
Cowles, Francis Puleo and Tom Reigle, and expresses 
utmost appreciation for their many years of service to 
this association. 

Under PHBA bylaws, each term on the board of 
directors is four years, and at the conclusion of the 
term a director must wait at least one year before 
becoming eligible for reelection. 

Cowles, Puleo and Reigle all 
were elected in 1999, and are 
completing their current terms this 
month. Over the years, the three 
have served a total of 11 terms on 
the PHBA board of directors—a 
combined 44 years of dedicated 
volunteer efforts! 

Vera Meyer Cowles bids 
farewell this month, after having 
been first elected to the PHBA 
board in 1982. Cowles has served a 
total of three terms (1982 to '85, 

1993 to '97 and 1999 to 2003), 
and for the past four years has 
chaired the committee for the 
PHBA's annual awards banquet. 

Guiding the selection process 
for the Pennsylvania-bred cham¬ 
pions has been a special joy for 
Cowles. "I love to do that," she said. 

"In fact. I've enjoyed just about 
everything that has to do with the 
PHBA—it's been very interesting, 
and it takes in all the phases. 

"At board meetings, we get to 
exchange all kinds of information, 
about breeding, diseases, slot 
machines..." 

Cowles, who turns 89 this 
month, doubts that she will run for 
reelection in 2004. However, she 


remains actively involved in the business, owning 
nine horses of various ages, including three 
homebred 3-year-old fillies in training with Carolyn 
Starritt at Philadelphia Park, and two broodmares 
boarded at Tom Reigle's Reigle Heir Farm in 
Grantville. She had three foals born this spring. 

Thoroughbred racing has been a focus of 
Cowles's life since 1967, and she 
served as her own trainer in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s. As a 
breeder, she has been represented 
by 10 stakes horses, including stakes 
winners Naval Cutter ($193,634, 
Pennsylvania Sprint Championship 
S) and Johns High ($113,764, 
General Charles B. Lyman H). 

Cowles's breeding and racing 
operation was developed in 
conjunction with her first husband 
Malcolm Meyer, who died in 1978. 
She subsequently married Charles 
D. Cowles, with whom she main¬ 
tained a farm in Fleetwood. Fol¬ 
lowing Mr. Cowles's death in 1995, 
she moved to a retirement home, 
the Highlands, in Wyomissing, 
where she continues to make her 
home. 

The Pennsylvania breeding 
industry has benefited in many 
ways from Vera Cowles's strong 
and supportive participation, and 
the PHBA will always count her 
among its treasured friends. 

□ 

Serving on the PHBA board 
has been a totally positive experi¬ 
ence, especially during the past 
several years, said Francis Puleo, 
who first was elected in 1986 and 



Thomas N. Reigle 



Vera Meyer Cowles 











has served from 1986 to 1989, 

1989 to 1992, 1994 to 1997 and 
1999 to 2003. 

Puleo hasn't missed a single 
board meeting throughout those 
years. "We have been in the midst 
of a period of major changes- 
encompassing technological im¬ 
provements [in the administra¬ 
tion of the Pennsylvania Breeding 
Fund], and in the types of statisti¬ 
cal information that are now 
available. 

"The board has always been 
good, and right now it is excel¬ 
lent," said Puleo. With the slots 
issue having moved to the fore¬ 
front, involvement among board 
members is at an all-time high, in 
Puleo's view. "The members are 
all extremely active, and dedi¬ 
cated to moving forward on slots and other issues," 
he said. 

PH BA board members represent a wide range of 
occupations within and without the Thoroughbred 
industry, and that is a tremendous asset, Puleo 
believes. "Some boards are overloaded with similar 
individuals. The PHBA is not like that Still, it's a tight- 
knit group of people moving in the same direction," 
Puleo said. 

While casting his name in the hat for reelection 
to the board after a year's absence is a possibility that 
Puleo would consider, another project is looming for 
him in the near future. He and three prospective 
partners may file an application to build a new race 
track—most likely in Chester or Montgomery County. 

"Our plans are still in the early stages," said 
Puleo. "We're looking at the numbers, to see how it 
might work out." 

Meanwhile, Puleo is expanding his own horse 
operation, in anticipation of a boost to the state's 
racing industry from slot machines. He recently 
enlarged his Triple T Farm in Phoenixville to a total of 
75 acres, and his horse population has grown to 
more than 25, including a half-dozen broodmares 
and his home stallion Just Like Jo. 

Puleo has made his primary career in real estate, 
as a partner in the Chester County firm Joseph A. 
Puleo & Sons founded 60 years ago by his father. He 
has a number of other business interests, including 
apartment management, hotels and restaurants, 
banking and restoration of old buildings. He and his 
wife Patricia live in Charlestown Township. 

The opening of Penn National race track in 1972 
launched Puleo into Thoroughbred racing. A horse 
"addict" since his grandfather bought him a pony 


when he was 7 years old, Puleo had 
been involved in showing before 
making the switch to racing. He bred 
Just Like Jo, a stakes winner of 
$165,252, from a mare he claimed 
for $4,000 at Penn National back in 
the days when he served as his own 
trainer. 

The prospect of slots at Penn¬ 
sylvania tracks has boosted Puleo's 
enthusiasm, although in his view the 
thrill of campaigning homebreds is 
always likely to exceed the financial 
rewards. "With slots, we have the 
possibility of making this a break¬ 
even business," said Puleo. 

□ 

The PHBA has come of age 
during the four terms (1984 to '87, 
1989 to '92, 1994 to '97 and 1999 to 
2003) that Tom Reigle has served on 
the board, and he is delighted to have been part of 
the process. 

"It hasn't been one person's efforts; the 
achievements have come through everyone working 
together collectively," said Reigle. However, he gives a 
great deal of credit to executive secretary Mark 
McDermott and assistant executive secretary/chief 
information officer Dorothy Weber. 

"Mark and Dorothy do a superb job," said Reigle. 
"Dorothy has done wonders with her information 
system [providing data on the breeding fund]. And 
Mark deals with the negotiations regarding slots, 
keeping the board truly informed." 

Continuation of year-round racing is a major 
concern for Reigle, who operates one of the state's 
major breeding and boarding operations, Reigle Heir 
Farms in Grantville, which is home to the stallions Caller 
I. D., Cat's Career, Patton, Roanoke and U So Bad. 

"If slots come, and everybody seems to think 
they will, there is a lot of potential for the state and 
for the Thoroughbred industry in Pennsylvania. We'll 
keep getting better stallions, and better mares, and 
the business will keep getting better and better," he 
said. 

"But we must make sure there is never a time 
when slots operate without racing. And if additional 
race tracks are built, there are other issues to 
consider—Will we be able to produce enough horses 
for all those tracks? Will tracks alternate dates? Does 
that mean that some people will be left without a 
place where they can run their horses year-round? 

"Fortunately, the PHBA will remain in good 
hands, as the industry grapples with tough issues in 
the years ahead," said Reigle. 



Francis J. Puleo 





PH BA DATES OF INTEREST 


May 14,2003 
May 29, 2003 
June 2, 2003 
July 31,2003 
August 1,2003 
August 30,2003 


PHBA Annual Meeting, Kennett Square 
Twenty-fourth annual Iroquois Awards Dinner, Hershey 
Early bird nominations close, Pennsylvania's Day at the Races 
Deadline for scheduled registering of PA-bred foals of 2002 
Late nomination fee for Pennsylvania's Day at the Races 
Pennsylvania's Day at the Races, Philadelphia Park 


PHBA WEBSITE UPDATES 


PHBA has added new statistical tables to its website menu. Please refer to 
www.pabred.com home page for shortcuts in order to access these new tables. 
Also, look for the constantly revised listing of registered stallions standing in 
Pennsylvania. 


The PA-bred registered foal crops of 1996 to 2002 are regularly updated (access 
via the Registration menu). These reports are always listed alphabetically by 
dam's name. 


Please visit PH BA's website often and respond with any comments or requests via 
the online e-mail link. Suggestions are welcome. 


Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association 

701 East Baltimore Pike, Suite C-1, Kennett Square, PA 19348 
(610) 444-1050, fax (610) 444-1051 
www.pabred.com 
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2003 PENNSYLVANIA-BRED STAKES SCHEDULE 

Race Date 

Track 

Name of Race 

Eligibility/Distance 

Purse 

Fri. May 9 

Penn Natl 

DANZIG Stakes 

3yo, 6 fur. 

$30,000 added 




Sat. June 7 

Phila. Park PEPPY ADDY Stakes 

3yo, 7 fur. 

$50,000 added 




Fri. June 13 

Penn Natl WONDERS DELIGHT Stakes 

3yo fillies, 6 fur. 

$30,000 added 




Sat. June 28 

Phila. Park LYMAN SPRINT Stakes 

3yo & up, 7 fur. 

$50,000 added 




Fri. July 11 

Penn Natl MISSY GOOD Stakes 

3yo & up, f&m, 6 fur. 

$30,000 added 




Sat. July 19 

Phila. Park FOXYJ G Stakes 

3yo fillies, 7 fur. 

$50,000 added 




Sat. July 26 

Phila. Park IROQUOIS Handicap 3yo & up, 1-1/16 mi. 

$50,000 added 




Fri. Aug. 1 

Penn Natl JOHN SHUMAKER Handicap 3yo & up, 6 fur. 

$30,000 added 




Sat. Aug. 9 

Phila. Park PISTOL PACKER Handicap 

3yo & up, f&m, 1-1/16 mi. 

$50,000 added 




Fri. Aug. 29 

Penn Natl CAPITAL CITY Handicap 3yo & up, 1 1/16 mi. (turf) 

$30,000 added 


Pennsylvania's Day at the Races 

Sat. Aug. 30 

Phila. Park 

CAPTAIN MY CAPTAIN Stakes 

3yo & up, 5 fur. (turf) 

$50,000 guar. 




Sat. Aug. 30 

Phila. Park LIL E. TEE Stakes 

3yo colts & geldings, 1-1/16 mi. 

$50,000 guar. 




Sat. Aug. 30 

Phila. Park MRS. PENNY Stakes 

3yo & up, f & m, 1 -1/16 mi. (turf) 

$50,000 guar. 




Sat. Aug. 30 

Phila. Park DEVIL'S HONOR Handicap 

3yo & up, 7 fur. 

$50,000 guar. 




Sat. Aug. 30 

Phila. Park AMBSSDR OF LUCK Handicap 

3yo & up, f & m, 7 fur. 

$50,000 guar. 




Sat. Aug. 30 

Phila. Park WIN MAN Handicap 

3yo & up, 6 fur. 

$30,000 guar. 


$12,500 starter 


Sat. Aug. 30 

Phila. Park SWEET POISON Handicap 

3yo & up, f & m, 1 mi. (turf) 

$30,000 guar. 


$12,500 starter 





Sat. Oct. 4 

Phila. Park YANKEE AFFAIR Stakes 

3yo & up, 1-1/16 mi. (turf) 

$50,000 added 




Fri. Nov. 14 

Penn Natl BLUE MOUNTAIN Juvenile Stakes 

2yo fillies, 6 fur. 

$50,000 added 




Sat. Nov. 22 

Phila. Park PENNSYLVANIA Nursery Stakes 2yo colts & geldings, 7 fur. 

$50,000 added 


Subject to change Updated: 2/8/2003 
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FROM THE VIRGINIA THOROUGHBRED ASSOCIATION 


Legislative update 


I n addition to SB1152 (the leg¬ 
islation that sets up a structure 
for account wagering and allows 
towns to conduct referendums 
on off-track betting), the Virginia 
legislature passed several other 
bills that will benefit Thorough¬ 
bred racing and breeding in the 
c ommonwealth. 

HB2749 amended the Live 
Horse Racing Compact to 
authorize the compact commit¬ 
tee, which consists of officials 
from all states that are party to 
the compact, to determine which 
categories of certain participants 
should be licensed by the com¬ 
mittee. The bill also authorizes 
the Virginia Racing Commission 
to designate a substitute repre¬ 
sentative, if necessary. 


SB1048 expands the group of 
people afforded liability protec¬ 
tion under the Equine Activity 
Liability Act. The expansion 
includes any person, corporation, 
partnership or limited liability 
company. In addition, the bill 
limits liability for injuries suffered 
as a result of the “intrinsic dan¬ 
gers of equine activities.” The 
definition of “intrinsic dangers” 
was also expanded to benefit 
organizers and managers of 
equine events. 

In related action, the legisla¬ 
ture approved a special license 
plate to commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of Secretariat’s Triple 
Crown. 


$884,306 payout for 2002 
Virginia Breeders Fund 


H orses registered for the 
Virginia Breeders Fund 
were eligible for $884,306 in 
purses and awards during the 
2002 racing season. Participants 
in over 900 races in Virginia, West 
Virginia, Maryland and Delaware 
earned purses and awards. 

The Virginia-bred/Virginia- 
sired stakes run at Colonial 
Downs accounted for $175,000 
in purses while an additional 
$40,000 for Virginia-bred 2-year- 


old stakes was awarded in 
Delaware. In 2003, the Virginia- 
bred and/or Virginia-sired stakes 
at Colonial Downs will be worth 
$50,000, an increase of $10,000 
per race over the 2002 purse levels. 

Earning awards in four states, 
139 breeders won 317 awards 
totaling $309,317. A total of 
$134,317 was awarded to 33 stal¬ 
lions, representing 159 awards 
from progeny wins in Maryland, 
West Virginia and Virginia. 


Virginia Thoroughbred Association 


Deborah A. Easter, President Donald Schmidt, Vice-President 
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Bonuses forVirginia-breds at 
Colonial Downs continued 


T he popular bonus of up to 40 
percent of the purse will be 
continued at Colonial Downss 
2003 live race meet. The bonuses 
are available to registered 
Virginia-bred horses who finish 
first through sixth. To be eligible, 
Virginia-breds must be registered 
prior to the race. 

Last year the bonus payments 
topped $180,000, up $40,000 
from 2001. “We anticipate that 
total bonuses will range from 
$200,000 to $220,000 in 2003,” 
said VTA field director Mark 
Deane. “The bonuses have been 
very well received, and now that 
people know about them, they 
are pointingVirginia-breds to the 
Colonial Downs summer meet 
and purchasing Virginia-breds 
specifically for the meet.” 


Due to the success of the 
bonus program, owner awards in 
Maryland and West Virginia will 
not be given out this year. 

“The Breeders Fund will still 
be paying stallion and breeders 
awards in three states,” Deane 
continued, “but the overwhelm¬ 
ing success of the 40 percent 
bonus program and the increase 
of Virginia-bred stakes to $50,000 
has forced us to suspend owner 
awards in neighboring states.” 

Owner awards paid in Mary¬ 
land and West Virginia totaled just 
over $40,000 in 2002. 

“We will try to reinstate them 
in the future,” Deane concluded, 
“but for now we think the best 
use of the money is the 40 per¬ 
cent bonus and the increased 
stakes purses here in Virginia.” 


Caroline County celebrates 
Secretariat’s 

Triple Crown anniversary 


C aroline County, which has 
always noted the birthplace 
of Secretariat with great pride, 
held a garden party to honor the 
Virginia-bred champion as the 
30th anniversary of his Triple 
Crown triumph draws near. 

“We wanted to celebrate 
Secretariat,” said Gary Wilson, the 
county’s economic development 
director. “We want the world to 
know he’s from Caroline 
County.” 

Author William L. Nack, who 
is considered one of the world’s 
leading authorities on Secretariat, 
was on hand to sign his books 
Secretariat: The Making of a 
Champion and My Turf Nack is a 
senior writer for Sports Illustrated 
magazine. 

Funds raised from the event 
will help launch a Secretariat 
Museum. The museum, author¬ 
ized by the county Board of 
Supervisors, will honor not only 
Big Red, as Secretariat was affec¬ 


tionately known, but horses in 
general. Plans for the museum are 
just beginning. A board of direc¬ 
tors is being finalized, but already 
includes Nack. The tentative 
name is Secretariat Museum in 
Caroline County. 

One possible location for the 
museum is the Meadow Farm 
estate near Paramount’s Kings 
Dominion.The farm is the birth¬ 
place of Secretariat, and his home 
for the first 22 months of his life. 
Near midnight on March 29, 
1970, Meadow farm manager 
Howard Gentry delivered the 
awkward foal from the womb of 
his mother, an 18-year-old brood¬ 
mare named Somethingroyal. 

Three years later, Secretariat 
won the Triple Crown. The 
sweep, winning the Kentucky 
Derby, the Preakness and the 
Belmont Stakes in a single year, 
was the first since 1948. It was 
punctuated by a 31-length victory 
in the Belmont Stakes. 





continued 
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FROM THE VIRGINIA HORSEMEN’S BENEVOLENT & PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 


Horseman profile 


The art of the business 


T rainer Paul Fout is a horseman who knows 
the art of the horse business as well as the 
nuts and bolts. He is a keen observer and 
good listener. 

Because he has been there and done that, 
and because he can spot a good idea as well 
as a good horse, he is a well-respected mem¬ 
ber of the racing community. 

Like many other successful people, Fout 
gives back a great deal to his industry. Cur¬ 
rently, he serves on the board of the Virginia 
Horsemens Benevolent & Protective Associ¬ 
ation. 

Based at the Middleburg Training Center, 
which he owns with four partners, Fout 
maintains approximately 20 horses in train¬ 
ing. “That’s all I want,” the trainer says with a 
smile. 

Fout’s “best horse I’ve trained so far,” is 
multiple graded stakes winner, Breeders’ Cup 
contender and million-dollar-earner Colstar, 
who was bred by principal owner Beverly 
Steinman. Colstar began her training at the Middleburg Training 
Center and wrapped up her career at Colonial Downs in 2001 by win¬ 
ning the Grade 3 All Along Stakes. “We were very lucky with Virginia 
racing,” says Fout. “Colstar became a millionaire here.” Colstar recent¬ 
ly produced a colt by Point Given, who, if all goes according to plan, 
will also start his career in Middleburg. 

Fout believes that training centers like Middleburg are important to 
the racing industry. “People with roots can stay where they are and still 
train,” he says. “We are within easy shipping distance to Maryland and 
West Virginia, and I believe that every one of our trainers ran at 
Colonial Downs.” 

Fout and nine other investors purchased the Middleburg Training 
Center from Paul Mellon in 1977. Mellon had transformed the origi¬ 
nal barn and five-eighths-mile track to a seven-eighths oval and a total 
of 11 barns. When it came time to sell, Mellon gave area horsemen the 
opportunity to own the complex. 

Fout soon found himself part-owner of the training center with a 
designated training barn. He had a handful of choice owners, such as 
Alfred Hunt, Jesse and Margaret Henley, Stuart and Caroline Johnson 
and Beverly Steinman, whose Chrisaway was Fout’s first stakes winner. 
“We had a good show,” Fout typically understates. 

Horses have always been a family affair for Fout. His wife Eve is an 
avid horsewoman, maintaining a pack of beagles who go out twice a 


week. Son Doug is a successful steeplechase 
trainer. Daughter Nina was part of the 
bronze medal-winning U.S.Three-DayTeam 
at the last Olympics. Daughter Virginia, who 
works for Universal Studios in California, is 
the only one working outside the horse 
industry. 

Growing up in Syracuse, N.Y., where his 
father owned a riding stable and coached a 
school polo team, Fout attended Syracuse 
University and “like a damn fool turned 
down a scholarship to Cornell to fool with 
horses.” 

His horse-fooling included showing 
hunters and jumpers, riding and training 
steeplechasers and, finally, training flat horses. 
Every endeavor produced a champion or 
famous horse. His show jumper Golden 
Chance won at Madison Square Garden, 
Canada’s Royal Winter Fair and other top 
horse shows before being sold to Bert 
Firestone. Moon Rock, owned by Eve Fout 
and trained by Paul, won the 1964Virginia Gold Cup. In 1975, Fout- 
trained Life’s Illusion won an Eclipse Award for owner Virginia Guest, 
the only steeplechase mare to be so honored. 

Fout’s riding career effectively ended in 1951 with a fall at the 
Maryland Hunt Cup, in which he suffered 40 fractures. 

His interest turned to advertising and publishing. After a stint as 
advertising manager for The Chronicle of the Horse, Fout and two part¬ 
ners bought an old bunkhouse in Middleburg and founded American 
Racing Publications, known as ARP. In addition to creating advertis¬ 
ing for Saratoga consignors, ARP produced sales catalogues for Fasig- 
Tipton Company. “In those days, we had to research all pedigrees by 
hand,” says Fout. “We’d start six months out.” By the time computers 
became a cataloguing tool, ARP was already disbanding, with one part¬ 
ner moving to Florida. 

Fout’s next publishing project, in 1962, was Spur magazine, a first of 
its kind, beautifully produced, four-color magazine glorifying the horse 
industry. 

Fout now runs the business side of his race horses from his ARP 
office, which still reflects Fout’s love of publications. Stacks of maga¬ 
zine issues are neatly banked on shelves. Walls are covered with win 
photos, many of them stakes races, as well as old pictures of show 
jumpers. His wife’s bird and horse bronzes decorate desks and tables. 
Much like Fout himself, it’s a comfortable blend of art and business. 


by Sally Walker 



Paul Fout, a member of the board of the 
Virginia HBPA, co-owns the Middleburg 
Training Center, where he maintains 20 horses. 
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Stakes schedule 
highlights 
state-breds 


Finamore 
fancies the 
future 

P enn National Gaming Inc. has 
invested more than $150 
million since 1997 with the 
goal of establishing Charles 
Town Races & Slots as West Virginia's 
largest and most lavish parimutuel 
facility and slots-only casino. With 
2,700 slot machines arranged in 
artfully created theme areas, the 
parent company is now engaged in 
the construction of an 
entertainment complex and another 
800-machine gaming room. 

Penn National's investment has 
brought rewards for the state as well 
as for horsemen. Many millions have 
been generated for stafe agencies 
and programs. Slots have also 
delivered for fhe horsemen, allowing 
Charles Town fo draw qualify fields 
with very attractive purses. 

John Finamore, Penn National's 
senior vice-president of regional 
operations, believes the 
development of a destination resort 
in Charles Town will help the 
complex keep ahead of anticipated 
competition from surrounding states. 

"There could be some impact if 
slots go into Laurel and Pimlico, but 
that doesn't mean that overnight 
we would lose business," Finamore 
said. "It is faulty logic to say we are 
going to lose business just like that. 
Our patrons are like any other 
consumers; they go where they're 
comfortable. And Charles Town is 
conveniently located to a number 
of areas." 


C harles Town's historic oval 
will once again be home 
to the richest day of racing 
for West Virginia-breds 
when it hosts the 17th running of the 
West Virginia Breeders Classics on 
Saturday, October 11. 

But long before that eight-race 
championship showcase. West 
Virginia-breds are featured in 19 of 
32 stakes spectaculars. The lucrative 
2003 schedule got underway April 12 
when West Virginia-breds went 
seven furlongs in the $35,000 
Potomac Stakes. 

Following the Potomac comes 
the Shenandoah Stakes on May 17. 
The $35,000 event for 3-year-olds will 
be contested at seven furlongs. The 
$35,000 Rhododendron Stakes will 
have 3-year-old fillies going seven 
furlongs on June 14. 

The $100,000-guaranteed Charles 
Town Dash, a handicap event by 
invitation only for 3-year-olds and 
up, will provide a fitting fireworks 
display on the fourth of July. The 
Dash, in its fifth year, holds the 
distinction of being the richest four 
and a half-furlong stakes race in the 
country. 

"At $100,000, the Dash is a great 
indication of big-time racing at 
Charles Town," said racing secretary 
Jim Hammond. "Graded status for 
fhe Dash remains a realistic goal." To 
be eligible for graded status, an 
event must carry a purse of $75,000 


or more for three straight years. "The 
Dash could be the only graded race 
at a six-furlong track in the nation," 
Hammond said. 

A sizzling summer of stakes 
continues July 20 with an impressive 
HBPA Owners' Day card that 
includes the Almost Heaven Stakes, 
the Opequon Stakes, the West 
Virginia Oaks and the Jefferson 
County Stakes. The events range in 
distance from four and a half¬ 
furlongs to a mile and an eighth, 
and each carries a $40,000-added 
purse. 

In August, the West Virginia 
Development Fund will sponsor three 
stakes for state-bred horses: the 
$35,000 Robert G. Leavitt Memorial 
Stakes (August 9), the $35,000 Sadie 
Hawkins Stakes (August 16) and the 
$40,000 Frank Gall Memorial Stakes 
(August 23) should all provide an 
early evaluation of contenders for 
the West Virginia Breeders Classics. 

The final road to the Classics 
appears in September with six 
$30,000 prep stakes. The Millard 
Harrell Memorial Stakes, Robert R. 
Hilton Memorial Stakes and Roger 
Van Hoozer Memorial Stakes are all 
set for September 13. The Ruth C. 
Funkhouser Stakes, Dr. Ernest Benner 
Stakes and Golden Gull Chris Brown 
Memorial Stakes take center stage 
on September 20. 

continued next page 






Stakes continued 


The Mountain State's mightiest 
weekend of racing takes place at 
the historic Jefferson County facility 
on October 10 and 11. The annual 
event gets underway on Friday with 
three $50,000 HBPA stakes—the 
Governor's Cup, City of Ranson 
Stakes and City of Charles Town 
Stakes. Then on Saturday, the 
Classics will once again give rise to 
pomp, pageantry and a parade of 
champions taking aim at the record 
books. 

"Before things got started, there 
were those who didn't think we 
could get it off the ground," Classics 
founder and president Sam Huff 
said. "While I always believed in the 
Classics, the event amazes even me 
now. It just keeps getting bigger and 
better every year." 


The 35th running of the Tri-State 
Futurity closes out October in 
optimum style on the 25th, The 
$50,000 event pitting the best 
2-year-olds from Maryland, Virginia 
and West Virginia returned last year 
from an eight-year hiatus. Started in 
1962, the Tri-State once again looks 
to become one of the top prizes in 
the nation for up-and-coming stars. 

Two-year-olds continue in the 
spotlight during November and 
December. The $50,000 West 
Virginia Futurity Stakes on November 
15, plus the St. Nick Stakes 
(December 6) and the Snow White 
Stakes (December 20) provide an 
excellent setting for a late-season 
run to glory. In the past some of the 
world's best have closed out their 
year at Charles Town, Xtra Heat, the 
2001 Eclipse Award-winning 3-year- 
old filly, won the inaugural running of 
the Snow White in 2000. 
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The Almighty Arromanches 


L ate additions to West 
Virginia's stallion roster 
include Arromanches 
and Stritzel, who both 
stand at Beau Ridge Farm in 
Bunker Hill for John McKee and 
Cynthia O'Bannon. 

Arromanches, a 1993 son of 
Relaunch, launches his stud 
career on the heels of a 
remarkable racing record. The 
gray win machine, winner of 31 
races (21 victories in New York), 
earned 10 consecutive victories 
from May 27, 2001 through 
February 2, 2002. That run 
helped Arromanches earn 
$807,924 in purses. 

The "Gray Ghost of 
Gotham" seems to like his new 
haunts in Bunker Hill. 

"He's a happy, healthy 
horse with a lot of personality," 

O'Bannon said. "I don't think 
he misses the track at all." 

Stritzel, by Forty Niner, also Arromanches entered stud this season at Beau Ridge Farm in Bunker Hill following 

enters stud this year. The career a remarkably consistent and successful career that encompassed 31 wins and 

^nrn^r nf ^ l A9 ago \ A /nn rnrpQ frnm earnings of $807,924. A 1 0-year-old son of Relaunch, Arromanches is out of Perfect 
^SSSSSSy RoUX < b * Sauce Boat >’ ° ^es-winning haf-sister to Grade 1 winner Ride Saiiy. 

and Florida) as well as in Puerto Rico 
and Canada. 




ADAM COGLIANESE/NYRA 








THIS LION HAS EVERY RIGHT TO ROAR’ 

LION HEARTED 

STORM CAT - CADILLACING, BY ALYDAR 


• LION HEARTED Is a son of STORM CAT, sire of 2002 leading sires TABASCO CAT, 
FOREST WILDCAT, HENNESSY, and HARLAN, 2002 freshman sires TALE OF THE 
CAT, STORMY ATLANTIC, TOMORROWS CAT, etc., as well as undefeated 2002 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies-GI winner STORM FLAG FLYING. 


• Dam is GI -winning daughter of leading broodmare sire ALYDAR and a full sister to champion 

EASY GOER, broodmare sire of STORM FLAG FLYING. 


• Half brother to Gl winner STROLLING ALONG ($450,852) and Top Flight H.-G2 winner 
CAT CAY ($488,840, to 5, 2002). 


• STORM CAT on RAISE A NATIVE-line mares has produced leading sires STORM 
BOOT, CATRAIL, STORM CREEK, FOREST WILDCAT, probable Champion STORM 
FLAG FLYING, etc. 


• Multiple Graded stakes-placed winner of $191,630, including Belmont’s Riva Ridge S.-G2 and the 
Amsterdam S.-G3 at Saratoga. 

• His first foals are yearlings of 2003. 

-2003 STUD FEE: $5,000 LIVE FOAL- 


AWAD / CONCERN / CONFIDE (KY) / CROWD PLEASER / DIAMOND / LION HEARTED 
NOT FOR LOVE / PARTNER’S HERO / POLISH MINER / PRIVATE TERMS (KY) / TWO PUNCH / WAQUOIT 

The Mid-Atlantic’s #1 Source For Stakes Winners ... 


NORTHVIEW 

STALLION STATION 



CONTACT: LINDA BENCH @ 410.885.2855 OR DAVID FARRELL @410.885.2829 / WWW. NORTHVIEWSTALLIONS.COM 





2003 

COLONIAL 

DOWNS 

STAKES SCHEDULE 


June 14 — July 20 



Saturday, June 14 - $50,000 Guaranteed PUNCH LINE STAKES 

Registered Virginia-bred and sired - Three-Year-Olds and Upward - Five Furlongs (Turf)* Closes Sunday, June l . 

Sunday, June 15 - $50,000 Guaranteed JOHN D* MARSH STAKES 

Registered Virginia-bred and sired - Three-Year-Olds - One Mile and One-Sixteenth (Turf). Closes Sunday, June 1 . 

Saturday, June 21 - $50,000 Guaranteed SOMETHINGROYAL STAKES 

Registered Virginia-bred and sired - Fillies and Mares, Three-Year-Olds and Upward 
Five and One-Half Furlongs (Turf). Closes Sunday, June 8. 

Sunday, June 22 - $50,000 Guaranteed OAKLEY STAKES 

Registered Virginia-bred and sired - Three-Year-Old Fillies - One Mile and One-Sixteenth (Turf). Closes Sunday, June 8. 

Saturday, June 28 - $50,000 Guaranteed DA HOSS STAKES 

Three-Year-Olds and Upward - One Mile (Turf). Closes Sunday, June 15. 

Sunday, June 29 - $50,000 Guaranteed W- MEREDITH BAILES MEMORIAL STAKES 

Registered Virginia-bred and sired - Three-Year-Olds and Upward - Six Furlongs. Closes Sunday, June 15. 

Friday, July 4 - $50,000 Guaranteed BROOKMEADE STAKES 

Registered Virginia-bred and sired - Fillies and Mares, Three-Year-Olds and Upward 
One Mile and One-Sixteenth (Turf). Closes Sunday, June 22, 

Saturday, July 5 - $50,000 Guaranteed BUCKLAND STAKES 

Fillies and Mares, Three-Year-Olds and Upward - Five and One-Half Furlongs (Turf). Closes Sunday, June 22. 

Saturday, July 12 - $500,000 Guaranteed VIRGINIA DERBY 

Three-Year-Olds - One Mile and One-Quarter (Turf). Early closing Sunday, June 1 . 

Saturday, July 12 - $200,000 Guaranteed ALL ALONG BREEDERS’ CUP-G3 

Fillies and Mares, Three-Year-Olds and Upward - One Mile and One-Eighth (Turf) 

($150,000 Guaranteed plus $50,000 Breeders’ Cup Fund). Closes Sunday, June 29. 

Saturday, July 12 - $50,000 Guaranteed 
DAVID L. “ZEKE” FERGUSON MEMORIAL STEEPLECHASERS A3 

Four-Year-Olds and Upward - Two Miles and One-Quarter (Turf) over National fences. Closes Sunday, June 29. 

Sunday, July 13 - $50,000 Guaranteed DANIEL VAN CLIEF STAKES 

Registered Virginia-bred and sired - Three-Year-Olds and Upward - One Mile and One-Sixteenth (Turf). 

Closes Sunday, June 29. 

Saturday, July 19 - $50,000 Guaranteed CHENERY STAKES 

Two-Year-Olds - Five and One-Half Furlongs (Turf). Closes Monday, July 7. 

Sunday, July 20 - $50,000 Guaranteed TIPPETT STAKES 

Two-Year-Old Fillies - Five and One-Half Furlongs (Turf). Closes Monday, July 7. 

STALL APPLICATIONS DUE MAY 1 

FOR REGISTERED VIRGINIA-BREDS : 

Every open race at Colonial Downs (except restricted Virginia^bred stakes races) will offer up to an 
additional 40% supplement to the purse , paying down to sixth place ($10,000 cap for each award)* 

FOR INFORMATION ON THE VIRGINIA BREEDERS FUND OR VIRGINIA STAKES PROGRAM, PLEASE CONTACT THE VIRGINIA 
THOROUGHBRED ASSOCIATION, 38 Garrett St., Warrenton, VA 20186 * 540-347-4313 phone • 540-347-7314 fax * 
www.vabred.org • OR contact CLAYTON BECK at the Maryland Racing Office • 800-638-1859 














